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Abstract

Language is  a  foremos t impor tant ingredien t of  an

ethno-nationalist identity of the people who used to live in a specific

area. It is a system of communication and exchange of ideas, opinion,

knowledge, declarations and feelings etc. Hindko, one of the oldest

languages of the Indian Subcontinent, is a cover term for a diverse

group of Lahnda reflecting the north-western Indo-Aryan varieties.

Currently, it is a dominant language of the north-eastern part of

Pakistan where almost four million speakers of Hindko language live

primarily in Hazara, Kashmir, Peshawar, Kohat and Attock etc.

Unlike many other spoken-languages of the region, Hindko can be

written in Shah Mukhi script, however, it remained unexplored for a

long time. Neglect of this important language was finally felt by the

dwellers of Hazara and other regions of Hindkowan in early 1990s

when Hindko Adbi Board was formulated which took revolutionary

steps to promote the language up to greater extent. Current study

urges the Hindko speaking people to preserve it for their coming

generations without intervention of any other language.
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"A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of

which a social group cooperates"2

   




   

 Earliest precursors 



"Writing is a set of visible or tactile signs used to represent units

of language in a systematic way.4


  

 Cuneiform writing style  Mesopotamia 

 Sumarian 
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It has been claimed that during the pre Islamic era, the language of

masses was refined by the ancient grammarian Panini, who

documented the rules of an ancient language Sanskrit, which was

used principally for the Hindu scriptures. Meanwhile, the vernacular

languages of the masses called Prakrits was developed into many

languages and dialects which speads over the northern parts of South

Asia. Hindko is believed to be akin to Prakarits, which shows clear

affinity to Lahanda sub group of Indo Aryan tongues. 




 _______________________________________ 










 39 










(Android App) 



 App 


 Proverb App 

 App  Hindko Matlaan 


 _________________________________________ 



















 



 
 





 (Curry)



 _______________________________________ 



  


 


















     
 





 _________________________________________ 





  

























 3.7 


 _______________________________________ 



















 1993











 K-2 
  



 _________________________________________ 

































 _______________________________________ 




1. Ignace J.Gelb, "Sumerian Language", Encyclopaedia Britannica Online,

Encyclopaedia Britannica, Retrieved 30-07-2011.

2. Ibid.

3. Piotr Michalowski, "Sumeries", The Cambridge Encyclopaedia of the

World's Ancient Language, Ed. Reger D. Woodard (2004, Cambridge

University Press), pp. 19-59.

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid.

6. Daily Sabah, "Pakistan A Land of Many Languages", March 10, 2018..

7. Munsif Shahab, History of Hazara (Lahore: Taya son's Printers, 2004), pp.

5-11.

8. Ibid.

9. Dawn, March 25, 2012.

10. The Express Tribune, March 28, 2016.

11. Ibid.

12. Ibid.

13. Daily Sabah, March 10, 2018.

14. Muhammad Nawaz, A Descriptive Study of Regimental and Selected

Suprasegmental Features of Hindko Dialect (Islamabad: International

Islamic University, 2014), pp. 7-8.

15. "Hindko Alphabets" List Submitted to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Textbook

Board, The News, July 8, 2011.

16. Ibid.

17. "Gandhara Hindko Academy Launches Hindko Language Android App for

Children", Gulf News, April 4, 2019

18. "Hindko Proverbs Mobile App Launched", Dawn, Oct 22, 2018. 

19. Autar Singh Sandhu, General Hari Singh Nalwa (Lahore: Cunningham

Historical Society, 1935), pp.141-50. 

20. Ibid.

21. James Abbott, The Assistant to the Resident at Lahore: Journals & Diaries

of James Abbott (Lahore, Punjab Govt. Publications, 1911), pp. 132-140.

22. Ibid.

23. Ibid., p. 141.

24. Sadaf Butt, Sir James Abbott: Life & Works in Hazara (Abbottabad:

 _________________________________________ 



Abbottabad University of Science & Technology, 2018), pp. 52-65.

25. Ibid, p. 70.

26. Directorate General of Films & Publications, Ministry of Information &

Media Development, Pakistan Chronology 1947-1997 (Islamabad: Printing

Press of Pakistan. 1998), pp. 12-15.

27. Ibid.

28. Shair Bahadur Khan Panni, Tareekh-e-Hazara (Lahore: Maktaba Jammal

Press, ) pp. 455-80

29. Muslim League Hazara, File No. 12/4/6(I), B.No. 49, quoted in Mohammad

Abid Hussain.

30. The Express Tribune, March 28, 2016.

31. Naseer Ahmed, Analysis Hindko Matters, Dawn, February 22, 2015.

32. Abdul Sami Paracha, Role of Parents Highlighted in Preserving Hindko

Culture, Dawn, December, 05, 2016.

33. Dawn, March 19, 2007.

34. The News, February 22, 2019.

35. Dawn, October 02, 2016.

 ________________________________________ 


