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Abstract

Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam, Lahore was established in 1884 in
Colonial Lahore. Few notable Lahori Muslims realized that the
Punjabi Muslims were lagging behind in the field of education.
Resultantly, they were unable to compete economically and politically
with other religious communities. They thought that the Muslims of
Punjab need educational renaissance on the same lines that had
already been started by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan in Aligarh. Its
objectives included written and verbal rejoinder to the opponents of
Islam, the propagation of tenets of Islam and the arrangements for
education of Muslim girls and boys. To realize these objectives, the
Anjuman started collecting money from wealthy Muslims within and
outside India. It was really a modest beginning. However, with the
sincerity of purpose and continuous efforts, Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam
became one of the biggest organizations of social services during the
first half of the twentieth century. The period under study covers the
first fifty years of its educational and literary services for the Muslims
of Punjab. The educational institutions included religious seminaries,
schools and colleges of general education, vocational training
institutes, a Unani-Medicine college, libraries and Himayat-i-Islam
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Press. The press played a very important role in the publication
activities through which newspaper, magazines, books and monthly
reports were published extensively and then circulated generously to
propagate the views of Anjuman and thereby Muslims of the Punjab.
This study is an analysis of the genesis and growth of these
institutions and educational and literary services rendered by them
during the first fifty years of the Anjuman Himayat-i-Islam, Lahore.
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10. Ian Talbot and Tahir Kamran, Lahore in the Time of the Raj,
(Gurgon: Penguin Random House, 2016), 35. ) .
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