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Abstract

Federally Administered Tribal Areas are integral parts of the

state of Pakistan. The north western borderland of Pakistan along

with Durand Line, consisting of seven political agencies and six

frontier regions, is known as Federally Administered Tribal Areas

(FATA). After partition, the state of Pakistan while keeping intact the

colonial legacy continued the special status of these areas. FATA as a

political administration is an arrangement for the exigencies and

requirement of the Grand Game. It did serve the Empire and the

post-colonial structures with its defensive utility. It served to play its

role in defence of British India and proved to be a strong bulwark

against the Russian expansionism towards warm waters. It also
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played its role in the Afghan war and in the post-war scenario. It had

its role in the post-9/11 regional situation which culminated into the

American invasion of Afghanistan. But the post-invasion

consolidation in Afghanistan has created a new situation due to which

the overall context of the Grand Game has experienced radical

changes that has changed the whole perspective of regional politics. It

seems that American presence in Afghanistan has given birth to a new

centre of power that may have different ramification for the old

colonial structures like FATA. 
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ÆeJ‘~Ð›zú0*ðãCŠ~îg6,Ñwf!uuzVcZq-™õyg»
ÈznåXZka(ÏZOðÃÑiòmw"Æîg6,¯YZOðÆ‚B
5c*ŠHXçÑ{zuÃê~kBZzgZðÆ¢zgc*]ÃæÃgnpƒñ

±HŠHXyz*ãā»Ûzã)g{ƒäÆ**ðÃN*ÃZq-™õô»
™ŠZgZŠZ™**7,Z�āuuzV6,zZµZq-{gŠZg@*gc*ç**u!*hÅ§b¶X
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ŒVÆßÍV~D©·yÆ¢oZˆkÃaZHŠHXÆŠßV~
)]Ô·Šg~ÔZÙxÔÕZCÔ¶yâZi~Zzĝv{Æ¢oZŠZgÃeZÑŠH‰
JâàÆ¸Z°zçZ*~÷áïåXZ¤/p{:$+zlçÑ}~tZŠZgc*Â

~ (Artificial Construct) $zgc*Qñ�Š:¸16D©LL¡¦úóó
ZyZŠZgÃ:Üs‚%ZYµ"ä6,zZymJc*É©wÐ(,|™ÑÍHZzg
(ÏZOðäZÐgŠîg6,�Û&42.ç

EHGJ™ZZgcøÆ�gZòHX
-VgBZiì: Ü ZkK~ZeÚ

LLšµ̀§Zq-Jy^å1�Û&42.ç
EHGJ™ZZgcøÆ��ßg]Zkä

Z(gÅz{ÇqªÐŠzgÅ!*]¶XËÌzZ§~̀Ð»êãCŠ~îg
6,xzgCwg‚råZzgZ²ZxÐ§zÙc*Zm]̀xZzgwZ»êŠgZÝ

77772222 e÷—Æ�ÛâyÆ_.¿~Ñc*Y@*åóóX
',¤â~yz*yÆu»g~ZOðäåLLŠÑßVÆZq-!¸çEOÂxóóÆ

fg)DbÆ‚B!*ë»xHZzgZq-Šzu}6,ZW,Z0+ZiƒñXZkÂxÅyZ!
ic*Š{F,u»g~Z−gzVÅzzÐ:¶ÉtZkÂx~ZipŠñ�Š¶X

tŠÑwZzgáºu»g~Z−gzVZzgu»gÆ**x»ZEw™DƒñqzV
ÃZk§b7™D¸�ZyÆZL¢ŠZ]cëwƒD¸ZzgŒV6,
ZkÆgzuåxc*Zy6,‡10*äZzgYiÆoƒfgZù:¸XZk§bZy
ŠÑßVäuuÆ0*g(,~¤‰ÜqÝÅ�$+¬ÐZrVäZÒZK¸]

88882222 (,JäÔ‚i/Yg~gppZzg"ì;äcZEwHX
',¤â~ZOðÅ§sÐZ̀]6,Îñ‰Zyá¤VZzgŠÑßV~

ÐZÒuu6,ƒÜuZW,qÝ™`¸ZzgÓxŒÛRDb~Ð$+**xNh~
99992222 ÆIßVÃ±™ä~\¸X zgzV 'zVÔ‡âyŒZ�ÛZŠZzgG

�gá¸c*ŠÑwoc*uŠZgzVÆ0*kZKÃð¤‰Ü:¶Z¤/u»gZyÃ
–gZ:ŠîZzgZyÆ16,;B:gBbXt7g}zZµ»CgZiìXt
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00003333 )ŠgZÝ(u»gì�ZyßÍV)ŠÑßV(Ã¯@*ZzgS@*ìX
ÃN*LL¤/h“óóÆæÛVÅ§sÐÂçZ]ÆÜsyz*ãā

ÆŠÃqczä™Š{mµ"»Zq-zg{[åXtZq-gziy({å�
āÆ¤/ŠŠÃ¦ZÌg‚råTÆfg)ZðZzgkBÆñµ6,çZ]

ZZÒw Ð÷YYåXÃN*ŠgZÝZq-™õÈz„å�Zk´º~
ÆDzŠzZxZzgŒVÆßÍVÃZyÅºmmuZzg�` (status quo)

™ZZgcøÆeJ‘~ �Û"2.ç HJG É!*¹Š*Ðåîg6,Zµêgppc

ÈŠc*ŠHX‡âyÅå)ñ�ŠÏZzggzZe$ÅxZãçÑ}ÃqªZ_Og~
Š‡[ì˜V6,LLTÅÑ_ZkÅåóóÆZßw»1w!*ÑìXW`Ì

gc*„f)ŠZg~SäÅßg]~ñ�Š7ì1�ÛZøÅOWzg~Åßg]
~q¢ìX�ÛŠc*WŠòWiZŠì1CÙ(¸Z°ZzggzZc*]ÅiîzV~{ìX

D©ßÍVÆŠßV~t!*]eZwŠ~ˆìāz{Zq-)v[i0+Ï
~õCk™,Zzg‡âyÅxZãÆ¦g»¡Z]Í/õGè#Ö™,āt**x.Š
D©we$ZzgWiZŠ~ÆgZ{~g»z^ìXD©´‘Y]~WiZŠ~Ã$+F,+n
ÅÝòÆ',Z',ŒY@*ì˜V6,ZÐZŠ~i0+Ï»Ãð¦g7Xi0+ÏÃæ
Zzg\ÅãCŠ~‚|#ÆZ0+g„”gsHY@*ìXZzgLLZ½¦f)ŠZg~óóÆ
ZßßVÅæ~ZÐZŠ~i0+Ïc*z�ŠÃgŠHŠHìXtD©§jÐçÑ}
ZzguÆJ¯YÄz‚»$+F,+nì�qªkBÃŠzZxŠnZkê

~‚%ZYµ"ÃWÐ(,J@*ìX)‡âãˆg]ÔŠgWæz',WæÔ¹Wzg
ZŠzc*]ÔÏgZzg)‡âãˆg]uÆ(,}fgZù‘W÷�Y,̂¾ðÔ‡.Þ
IŠ!aZzZgZzgJ»xÆ¦gÃgŠ™@*ìXúg]¡Ã6,Š}Æ%»x™ä
ÅZYi]ì²WŠòÃÈztÉWiZŠgxì@*āŠ#Åf)ŠZg~ÃS

ÆÂx Š%V n�z{ZkçÑ}~g{™ñw©8ìXŠZED©×zVZzg
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~ZÙx%Š6cZq-x÷~=qaZ™[ìXT~æÆ
±äÅ&¢AZkÅ÷áyzØ•Zzg¤‰ÜÅ¶K0+„™@*ìX

\Æ±äÅZk¤‰Üä!*syuuÆZk0*gāÆÂŠÔÆ
ÜsZ½¦D©)]Æ¦gÆ**x6,ZEwƒ**åXD©çÑ{åîg6,
Zq-ûZzgZµê�Y^¯XT~ËÌÛzãÃbÔgÌc*gzZe$Å

uZáÅZYi]:¶XçÑ}Å)Óf5+k,~ZzgbZ],~ä@*gOÅŠzZxÔ
Âø]Zzg�Y§ŠÃD¯c*T~ŸŠỒZìZzgÑ‡â+M7‚ãaZZzg1M
mZq-§sLLÃgzge0*ŒóóÅZziZgÆîg6,JZzgÂ�YZzgpDâjw
äāÆ¤/ŠŠÃqÃD¯c*²Šzu~§sZkâjwäZ0+gzãîg6,
LL³ieezg0*ŒóóÅæ~»xHXZg»YÆŠgC¿Ã)Ç'×ZØÆn
Š!*c*ŠHT»zZãZW,Z[J-Zk´ºÆçÑ}Zzgu6,ñ�ŠìX

?0+ÏÔ**éÔ¾"$Ô**pZ0+ÏÔÑ‡â"3ï EGOGỒZìZzg°xDÎ‚wÐgzi%{»
©w0[ìXZk§bÆ�YZzgçÙqÑ]ÐÜstÂµÅY$Ë¶
ā**x.Šu¿Ô**‡.Þ“Zzg)xD©à]ÃÀŠ,TÃLLÃzge0*Œóó

Zzgx¤!VÆâÎkB~ZgïÆîg6,ZEwHYnXÃN* ZziZg Æ
�YZzg(Ï‚³Z:t»Zq-‡.Þf™Vwg;ìTäāÆDÅ

Zzg§ŠÆŠzZxÃD¯c*X ZZÒw {§Zkê~
D©ßÍVÃ‡âyÆ�i0+Ï¦/Zgä»hx7ìX°ZpV»ŠZ],{

Z(gZzg¸Z2ÃN*~**ÇZÅ™)ÿ7ìXçÑ}Å^âñÐzä”{D©
§hVÐZpÏWgÆeJ‘Æ�¿~ÑðˆX�$¨45é GGGESŠ*ZzggzZî
%âVZzgúZï÷BçÑ}Ã6pÔ^zßg]½™@*ìXVwÆîg6,
{:$+zlçÑ}ÆZ’ZðD©Šzg~̀§_c*{0+ZyÆZ0+g�g>
),gÇy¢zgñ�Šå1ZpÏWgävWJÆ�ZkÃåîg6,6p
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Zzg^zßg]�ÛZëÅ�ā̀§ÅZ-¦gÐgzbzâ:~!*ÇZ

ìXZ-̀§Tä{:$+zlZzgD©i0+ÏÃ‡°}Æ�`c*gzbz
â:~Zq-�Y^åX1z{̀§&ZpÏWgä^â�ÛZëÅz{
âW!*Šc*CZzg‚%ZYZOð»W!»g¯TÃ(ÏZzgZOò£œcZEwH
ŠHX

Zkatoƒ7āâW!*Šc*C„»g~ÃD&Ò3ï
J

GOGZzgŒÛzÈz«ÆZ¨ð
{:$+zÙ»zgXâ**YñX@*ëtIŠg„ìāgzZî̀§Ã»HŠH�
’góD©çÑ}~ZCz�ŠÅ´X̀ÍVÃ`ä~÷áïúZïZzg§i
»gÌz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚Bp=VZzgpZ]Ð¦/g}X5Zzgo»™ŠZg
ZL´fgZùZ(gªÑ<ZzggzZe$6āZpÏWgägZòH{:
$+zlZzgZÝD©çÑ{~÷áh+Zk»ÃðjZ!:åX¬iâäÆ),gvßÍV
ÅZ¤®)Zzg�ÛâÎŠZg~Å$+zª¤‰Üzz‡gÆâ´¸X�ZyÃ¡(,~/Ô
Š"ZzgŠZÔ~ÅzzÐqÝ¶XZkÆ',@ZpÏWg̀§ÆD©5
ZzgoZCZMZgÔ¤‰Üzz‡gZyÅâW!*Šc*CZzg‚%ZYgzZ*Å$+zªqÝ

™D÷X̀§ÃZ»sÅ„ÆZziZgÆîg6,Zk´º~gc*4¸Z2
Zzg°DÆŠZ],{Z(gÅVÃgz1cZEwHŠHXçÑ}Ã%zz°DZzg
‡âyÅxZãÆ°xz�ŠäZkZ%6,6gHāz{ZKi0+ÏgzZe$ZzgÑ<
Åßg]~ãŸ‚gzZc*]Æ�¦/Zg}X@*ëv[i0+Ï¦/ZgäÅÂµ
‡âyÅxZãÆ�Zzg°DÆŠZ],{Z(gZzgf)ŠZgÓ#Ö„ÆZ0+g„Å
Y$ËìX

ZpÏWgä)ZK̈ãÔ)v[ZzgwZîV»Zâ3ÂxÌ½HTÅ
ÂµËÌv[çÑ}~7ÅY$ËXZpÏWgä!*[Xgx~
Wgç12Æ�)Šz*:Zzg#³XVÅÈl‰wZN½KXZÏWgç
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Æ�Ó#Ö#³XVÆÓxc*ËÌgÁÃ¤/ëgc*ZkÅYGZŠ‚™Y

åXÓ#Öeu»g5Ã',zñ»gÑYåZzgZk\ÆÓxc*ËÌgÁÅ
',¤â~yz*y~g‚ðÃNqŒÛZgŠ}YåXWgç22Æ�̀Zì6,07Ù
ÆZ²Zx~ÇîVZzg!*°Çy6,̀âäÑÍƒD¸X

ZÏ§bÓ#ÖäZK¤‰ÜÆ.Þ1DuuZ]6,6ÇîVc*fgzV
ÅyNqŒÛZgŠ}™ßÍVÅ¤/z„ÔpDZzg�Yi0+ÏÃ‡°}Æ�Ñc*X
Ó#Ö',¤â~yz*yÆuuÆŒÛ[~c*5éÆÃA6,ËÌŠzu~
Y+$zZµÇîVÃUä»¬Š}YåXtvzVZzgaÃVÆç5]ÃÌ

‡°}Æ�ÑYåXZknÅÃðqg]e÷—Å!ZYi]Æ%y
7ÅY$Ë¶Xz{ËÌqg]ÃUg™Yå&eZÃZzgŠzu}Gzg
ZEw™D¸XZkÅ=ôZk§bÅY$ËìāZpÏWgÃZ’ZðŒÛzÈ
z«Æ{:$+zlBD©çÑ}ÃâW!*Šc*C¡¦yc*eJç~Èäcy
âZzg‚³Z:tâÆZziZgÆîg6,ZEwHŠHX

çÑ}ÃD©aËÆ:LpŠŠÃ¦^Æîg6,±™äcâH
aNZg~ÆÂxÃ”gs™Zc*ŠHXÓ#Ö@f$ÅZYi]**)Æ%Ë�ÛŠÃ
ªÓ:îg6,¤/ëg™äÆZ(gÃZEw™YåXZpÏWgÆZyÓx<V
»ßÍVÆ�YÔçÙZzgpDi0+ÏZzg™ŠZg6,',ZÓgZ„ZW,7,ZXTäD©
õZzgWiZŠ~Æ**x6,ÝòÅ§e$~D©ßÍVÅ;]ÃúŠc*X

óóÆZ”»çVZzg¢zgc*]Ã7gZ™ä» ¤/h“ ÃN*�g(ÏÄz°LL
âW!*Šc*CeJvVcZkÆŠÃ¦ ˆZi Zq-Èz„åXÃN*äāZzg

ZÃŠe$÷B¢zg»xHXZkä',¤â~yz*yÆŠÃq~ZC™ŠZgZŠZH
Zzg¤/x0*ãÅY+$gzÏzÝ5+k,~ÆÜsZq-¢oæZf»o]Šc*X
ZkäZjykBZzgˆZim}.z{w~ÌZC™ŠZgZŠZHXZkÆˆZi11
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mÆ´‡ðßg]qw~ÌZC™ŠZgg;�Zjjîy6,Z%OçÅßg]
~Z•ÃàXpˆZiúÔZjjîy~ZPxäZq-6ßg]qwÃÀ
Šc*XTÅ$+zªLL(,}öóó»ù¦]Š{ãCŠ~p=VÐŠzegƒZTä
´‡ð(„ÆÓxF,ÚøÃpsHXZk§bŠ3ðŠêìāZjjîy~
Z%MÅñ�ŠÏä¤‰Ü»Zq-*%œ/aZHìTÆÃN*‰6,Zä
âW!*Šc*CeJvVcZ}òƒMh÷X

Zjjîy6,Z%OçÆˆZkê~ZkK~zZhp=Väê
Å(„»7gZÚø”h+îg6,psHìT~-VCkƒ@*ìāÃN*
(,}ö~�gõf~‹ZKZÌÅ[ìXZjjîyÐgzÏZ=YÆˆ

õf~‹c*ā»uu’ŠHìZzgZñŠgc*Æ)gzVÐWÐ`ŠHìX
ÃN*ZL6,Zä�YÔD©Zzg(ÏãCŠ~eJ‘ZzgmpÄÉ'×h+Zkê
Å$+sâjw÷BñZ¬7ìXZ¤/uu÷B“ƒñŠ̈}âè~
.VZzg:q]cZEwƒD¸Âw~ZyÃˆg]ÔWæzgÄÔÜz
ÜÔñZ&]Zzg(s#cZEwƒ**ìX$+sÚøZ]Æy»»Ÿì
ā‡âyÅxZãägzZe$ÅxZã»(¢8ìÔ¤ŠÏÔZŞ̌xÔZ¤®)Zzg

ÔËðZzg**x.Šõ»(¢8ìXD©™ŠZgÅuÉZzg** ’i"ìGOG �d$äD©
¦!ä−îìXŸŠÃŸŠäŠ!*ŠbìX”VZzg̀ÍVÅŠ*ZzggzZî

änzxƒY**ìXZðÃŸŠÅ(F,¹ŠbìTc6,ZäŸŠWö ¡V
eJvVÃÂheZÜìX6,ZäeJvVÃÂhäckBZq-w"Æîg6,**¦/k,

ì@*āçÑ}ZzguÃ^¹ÿ
I

LâŠ~YñTÃâè~kBÆ»çV
Æ7Ã±HŠHåXÃN*$+sqÑ]zZz‡]~ZCg*zZÃŠe$Å[
ìXZkÃ¡¦îg6,ôpg3ŠHåTÅZk§b'×h+Ãð¢zg]7X
6,Zäqg]»Z%ZxD©çÑ}Åv[Ô(ÏZzg‡âãÂxÓ#ÖÆZßßV
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6,yÅgZ{ûZg™g;ìXZk{~ëÃN*~Zq-Y+$kBÅŠ4h4ð XIGV²

Šzu~Y+$D©çÑ}ÅyZzgZ&q]cÃ@V»x@{™gì÷X
Zkz‰ÜkBZzgZ&q]cÃl‚B‚BYg~ìXZÒz9‹t

Zk8Šõ
EO~Zyø»]Ã„ŠZzg**ñZ¬B÷XZq- !3¸ç EO+ ógZzg(Ï

œāZ0+6ìā(ÏZzgZOòZ&q]ÆZŠZâ]mßg]qwÅñ�ŠÏ
~»x[7ƒMhXZyZ&q]Å»x!ÆZkyÃkBÅqª~Á
ÐÁ¦gHY@*ìXYèDÅßg]qwZ&q]ÆZŠZâ]ÃZpZY~

ìX@*ët`ÃŠg„¥x7ƒ@*YèkBZzgZ&q]ÃpÐ³ eZw$Ë
g*~eZ%Å¢zg]7XkBZzgZ&q]cÃ@VÃZq-ZÚø~
ŠÚÅ¢zg]ìYètŠzâVmc*g*|ix÷XkB’)ÿL̀ZkÆZziZg
Æîg6,{:$+zlZzgD©z�ŠÆ)¢zg~Z‚Ï)Z’ZYÐñ�Š(eJvVÃ
âx™äcZEwƒg;ìXŠZ#ÖID©eJ‘ZzgZkÆÁÜÃ
ÜskBÅpszŠcÅ$+zª»HYYìXçÑ}Åv[§i6,
yâZzg‰h+c6,Zãqg]Ãâx™****¦/k,ì�Zkê~$+sqÑ]
»»ŸÌ¥xƒ@*ìX6,ZäeJvVÅñ�ŠÏ~Z&q]»¬gsšµ
Zq-ZgwU*"$ƒ$ËìYè6Ãc*]Ã6,ZäÂx~(7Š~Y

$ËXçÑ}Å5§i6,yâZzgZ&q]cñ�Š{Z‚Ïqg]»{Ø¢zg~
ìX®ZkBZ&q]Æ¿~g»z^7eZwg;ìÉZy²-Cé GECìāt
çÑ}~p~Æ¿ÃW‚y™äcgZ{ûZg™}XkBÅn„åîg
6,yâÆ¿Æ‚B_“~ìXZ¤/kB6,ZäÂxÆ**‡.ÞhòV
Ãâx™g;ìÂtZq-Z(âjwÌaZ™g;ìTÅ$+zªZkê~
ẑs¯YZOð6ñZ&CÂxÉvÃVÅyÌ™g„ìXâW!*Šc*C
™ŠZgóg~Æ!{3¨4è

EE
GE»î™Š{uÉZzg**¦!Æ"ãCŠ|xÃ$+sz‰Ü
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ÆJ›ëÅZˆkWÇ„ä"Š4™**ìXZkZˆkWÇ„Å$+zª
6f‚Zzggzbäi0+ÏÆ6`Ã÷BŠz!*g{À¢8ìX6f‚Ð
tZyzZhìāZLW\ÃªCÙƒäzZá!3�ç EEL!i›ÿ

IE
~ëW}™,�Zk

êÆZ¬6,kBÆ?±0ÆˆZ½äÃìX
w~tŠ̈}uuzVÆ0*gçÙZzgpDw•5+k,~Æ6,Zð

¦/gÇ÷FÏXÅ$+zªrc*VÔˆg]Zzg»gz!*gF,¹5+k,ƒÇXZk§b
jyäŠc»(¢8ìÔ(ÏZPxZzgÄz‚äZ_Og»(¢8ìÔ
‡âyÅxZãägzZc*]Å(¢8ìZzg6Âxä6,ZäÂx»(¢8ì
Zzgt-V¥xƒ@*ìā(ÏZzgZOòZ&q]»wgz×ƒÇX

jZ!Y]
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