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Abstract

This study twigs specifically from the strength Rersian
immigrants in the politics and administration ofetiMughal
Emperor Aurangzeb, in order to underline its stitnon Mughal
nobility. Persian intelligentsia played indeed dalirole in the
establishment and durability of the Mughal Empirke tradition of
migration from Muslim lands never came to an endniyitalented
and distinguished personnel and families hailedmfrd’ersia
received encouragement and high honours from theghdlu
Emperors and the Mughal nobles. Since the estabbsi of the
Mughal Empire, a large number of men of sword aed,phe
people of excellence, quality and learning, andnemi persons
from the cities of Persia came to this splendid Eenwith great
hopes and anticipations. They entered this bourkifigdom, which
was a sort of asylum for the people of the worktsiRan immigrants
accounted for a high proportion of personnel intadhnches of the
Mughal Empire. Persian intelligentsia certainly péd a crucial
role in the organization and sturdiness of the Maigempire

Introduction

During the early sixteenth century, India and Rets¢came
great powers under the rule of two outstanding difjes. Shah
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Ismail-l established Safawid Empire in 1501 A.D.iethwas the
first native dynasty to rule over the whole of Rersince the
overthrow of the Sassanid Empire by the Arabs & 8eventh
century! While two and half decades later, Babur became the
founder of Mughal Dynasty in India in 1526 A.D. @ eve of the
accession of Aurangzeb Alamgir to the throne, Shialbas-Il was
the Safawid sovereign in Persia. Indo-Persian ioglatwere far
more complicated than any other contemporary paweith India,

the Persians had a contention over the disputedtotgr of
Qandahar that led to situations ranging from a ewdd toarmed
struggle? and caused perpetual wars between the two enires.
Even though, the enduring effects of Mughal defeedn Persian or
Safawid prestige can be seen in an account by Rréaveller
Francois Bernier in the mid-seventeenth century veworded that
“only Persian ambassadors were allowed to salute Mlughal
emperor ‘according to the custom of their own cogirdr to deliver
their letters to him ‘without the intervention af amrah’ (anamir

or noble)™ However, the Mughal sovereign demonstrated the
feelings of harmony and goodwill and to some extaough the
same manner was reciprocated by the Safawid masdvah there
are sufficient indications to show that they wemvieus and
suspicious of each other. The Court of Persiat®oparts, so far as
possible, never recognized the high-sounding titleshe Indian
rulers, and displayed, as it were, a patronizitigude towards them.
Similarly, the Mughal Emperors regarded themseagesuperior to
the Shahs, because the extent of their territovees larger, and by
reputation their wealth was greater.

There was a continuous movement of peoples between
Mongolia, China, Central Asia, Persia, Turkey amdid. Ever since

1 Eskandar Beg MonshTarikh-e-’Alamara-ye-'Abbas{Eng Tr.) Roger M. Savory
History of Shah Abbas the Greabl.| (Colorado: Westview Press, 1978), p.xxi.

2 Mansura Haidedndo-Central Asian Relations: From Early Times tedieval
Period (New Delhi: Manohar Publishers, 2004), p.86.

3 Ludwig W. Adamec,Kandahar and South-Central Afghanistafustria:
Akademische Druck-u-Verlagsanstalt, 1980), p.263.

4 Francois Bernieffravels in Mogul Empire A.D. 1656-16@Bng Tr.) A. Constable
(New Dehli: S. Chand and Company, 1968), p.120.

5 Banarsi Prasad Sakseitstory of Shahjahan of Deh{Allahabad: Central Book
Depot, 1962), p.210.
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the much traversed Silk Road had provided the dppiy for
frequent intercourses and exchanges of commodaiek ideas;
emigrations had become common phenomena, and peapiated
in waves and new settlements sprand Aptually, Central Asia
and especially Persia are the ingredients whichenugkthe genesis
of Indian civilization Historians from Persia have, over a long
period, been interested in understanding the psoa#s this
migration. Several historians saw this just as atericourt
migration. Their analysis virtually begins and end#h the
observation that the Indian rulers offered betgpastunities than
those available in Persia, to administrators, soisand people with
diverse skills. Many historians have sought toisemigration just
an assertion of ‘age-old connections’, or the tesdl extension of
the presence of the Persians already in Ihdia.

This research paper is consisting over an endedwplooking
at the strength of Persian immigrants in Mughalitigsl and
administration during the regime of Aurangzeb Alaml is very
difficult to conduct this investigation bearing imind the
multifarious positions and portfolios occupied blyet Persian
immigrants in all administrative segments of Mugbginasty. In
addition, it is rather not easy to find out theeknt statistics to
underline Persians’ strength in Mughal politics @auinistration
along with the comparison and portrayal of othetioms that
comprised the Mughal nobility during the Shah J&hegign.

Main Reasons of the Arrival of Persian Immigrants

The reasons of the arrival of Persian immigrant$/unghal
India during the reign of Aurangzeb Alamgir wereuasler:

A significant reason for this relocation seemsdgénbeen that
“these kings (Safawid Shahs), by reason of thélitipal aims and
strong antagonism to the Ottoman Empire, devotedjtbater part
of their energies to the propagation of the Shoatdne and the

Mansura Haider, p.81.

7 A. Walter, and J.R. FairserviEhe Roots of Ancient IndifNew York: Macmillan
Company, 1971), p.380.
8 Igtidar Alam Khan, “The Nobility under Akbar aritie Development of his

Religious Palicy, 1560-80Journal of the Royal Asiatic Sociglyos.1 and 2, London:
1968., p.29.
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encouragement of divine learning in its principes laws’ In fact,
Tamerlane’s (Amir Timur) imperialism simply creatadpolitical
and social vacuum in south-western Asia. This vatewentually
drew the Ottomans and the Safawids into a colligtbith dealt the
Persian society its deathThis hostility and specific political aims
caused a great political instability in Persia. tRermore, in
pursuing the same political policy during the st and
seventeenth centuries leading nobles and men of \pere
frequently executed and deprived of their postsnggquently, a
good number among them proceeded to India in sedsgcurity'*
Another factor of the migration of the Persian irgrants was the
unfavourable religious atmosphere in Safawid Pehsitnis regard,
Irfan Habib says; “the sectarian divide could noevent the
intellectual interchange between the scholars dfalrand Persia;
and for this the generally tolerant policy of theidgthal Empire must
receive its due share of credi£’A large number of them, who in
Persia refused to accept titlena AshariyahFaith, were forced and
a lot of them had to go into exile. Some went tok€éy and Central
Asia, but many came to IndfdSince Emperor Akbar, Mughal
Empire remained richer than any of its contemporanypires
prevailing in the seventeenth century. The achiergnof this
unparalleled prosperity mainly lies in making astuse of a major
shift in the balance of world tratfewhich occurred specifically
during the Mughal regime. Lack of proper patronbgé¢he Safawid
Persia was another important cause of the fortaakess for better
economic prospects in Mughal India.

There were also some Persian nobles who for soasome
incurred time to time the personal displeasuread&®id monarchs,

9 Abolghasem Dadvatranians in Mughal Politics and Socieft606-1658 (New
Dehli: Cyan Publishing House, 2000), p.201.

10 AJ.Toynbeé Study of Histor{Ed.) D.C. Somerve(London: Oxford University Press,
1970), p.345.

11 Abolghasem Dadvar, p.137.

12 Irfan Habib(ed.) “A Shared Heritage: The Growth of Civilizat®in India and
Iran”, Aligarh Historians Societ{New Delhi: Tulika Books, 2002), p.xxx.

13 M. Abdul GhaniA History of Persian Language and Literature at ifheghal Court,
Vol.11(Lahore: Hijra International Publishers, 1983),171-75.

14 Roger M. Savoryran under the Safavidd ondon: Cambridge University Press,
1980), pp.192-93.
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and therefore, they had no other way left themsitape Mughal
India to salvage their lives.

Racial and Religious Groups of Nobility at the Mughal Court

The Mughal nobility, after its first phase of demgnent up to
the reign of Akbar, began to include certain weltagnized racial
groups. Iranis/Khurasanis (Persians), Afgh&isikhzada@ndian
Muslims), Rajputs, and the Hindus were among tbengrent racial
groups during Aurangzeb’s time. An interesting exjaltion of
Mughal Emperors was their proclivity towards depgtithna
Ashari  Prime  Ministers  throughout their = mainstream
administration'® As Manucci says that “(they) are famed for
favouring their own nation in the Mogul (Mughal) Bire, and the
larger number of nobles are Persiatis&ccordingly, there was a
rivalry between Persiantiina Ashar) and Central Asian (Sunni)
nobility. The nature of their nobility shows thaetMughals were
great believer in merit, and they established & tstandard of
religious tolerance tod® That's why many Persians along with
numerous natives of other areas, occupied posibbpsominence
in Aurangzeb’s administration in view of their nteri

Persiansin the Politics and Administration of Aurangzeb
Alamgir

The events at the end of Shah Jahan’s reign didumir well
for the future of the Empire. In the war of suci@ssAurangzeb
rallied the Sunnis against thihna Asharis but there is really no
basis for this assertion. Out of 125 nobles ofrttansabof 1,000
and above who are known to have supported up Aasdntp the
battle of Samugarh, 28 were Persians, 4 of thewlimgpmansatof
5,000zatand above. Whereas, 23 supporters of Dara Shikod we
Persians. After all, Mir Jumla and Shaista Khaan,lgading Persian
nobles, were Aurganzeb’s partisans. Similarly, sbmetrians says

15  Ibid., p.205.

16 S.S. Abd-ur-RehmanHindustan Kay Salatin, Ulemah Aur Mashaikh Kay
Ta'alugaat Per Aik NazgiUrdu] (Karachi: National Book Foundation, 1990), p.11.

17 Niccolao ManucciStoria Do Mogor(Eng.Tr.) William Irvine ‘Mogul India,’ Vol.
(London: John Murray Albemarle, 1906), p.177.

18 I.H. QureshiThe Administratiorof the Mughal EmpiréKarachi: The Director
of Publications, University of Karachi, 1966), pp2253.
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that Prince Shuja was unanimously supported byP#rsians, but,
the fact that only one of his ten known supporteading rank of
1,000zatand above, was PersidhHence, with much more better
support of Persian nobility he could execute hibiions to snatch
throne from his other confronting brothers. Thusyrakgzeb’s
victory did not affect the position of the Persiamany way at the
Mughal Court. Table & 'is showing the additional statistical facts
about the supporters of contending Princes in thar \Wf
Succession.

Table A

Supporters of the Contending Princes in the W&umfcession
during 1658-1659.

8 § Dara Shikoh | Aurangzeb Shah Shuja |Murad Bakhsh
< "ol B ®al B ®2l B ®2l 3
(o) o o o

Persians 3 20 23 4 24 28 0 1 1 o0 1 1
Turanis 1 15 16 1 19 20 1 2 3 0 O O
Afghans o0 1 1 0 23 23 0 1 1 o0 1 1
Other 0 23 23 1 32 33 0 5 5 1 6 7
Total 4 59 63 6 98 104 1 9 10 1 8 9
Rajputs 2 20 22 2 79 0 0 O 0 2 2
Marathas 1 1 2 0 10 10 0 0 O 0 0O O
Other 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 O
TotalHindug 3 21 24 2 19 21 0 0 O 0 2 2
Grand Tota] 7| 80 87 8 117 125 1 9 10 1 10 11

However, the names of those Persians who suppthrechain
competitors Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb Alamgir ia Whar of
succession are being shown in the following TaBfésand G?

19 M. Ather Ali, The Mughal Nobility Under Aurangzgbehli: Oxford University
Press, 1997), p.19.

20 Ibid., p.96.
21 Ibid., pp.113-20.
22 Ibid., pp.121-31.
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TableB
List of the Persian Supporters top Dara ShikohhenWar of

Succession during 1658-59.

Sr. No. Name Rank/M ansab

1. [Shah Nawaz Khan Safawi 6000zat 6000sawar
2. |Qasim Khan 5000zat5000sawar
3. |Khaliullah Khan 5000zat5000sawar
4. |lbrahim Khan 4000zat3000sawar
5. [Mughal Khan 3000zat2000sawar
6. |Zafar Khan Ahsan 3000zat1500sawar
7. |Abdullah Beg Ganj Ali Khan 3000zat1000sawar
8. |lradat Khan 2000zat2000sawar
9. |Faizullah Khan 2000zat1000sawar
10. |Abdullah Khan (Najm-i-Sani) 1000zat

11. [Husain Beg Khan 1500zat 1000sawar
12. |Mir Miran 1500zat500sawar
13. |[Mir Rustam Khwafi 1500zat500sawar
14. |Ghazanfar Khan 1000zat900sawar
15. |Imam Quili 1000zat800sawar
16. |Muhammad Salih Wazir Khan 1000zat800sawar
17. |Asfandiyar Beg 1000zat 1000sawar
18. [Maghol Khan 1000zat 700sawar
19. |Khwafi Sultan Husain 1000zat500sawar
20. |Fakhir Khan Najm-i-Sani 2500zat1000sawar
21. |lsmail Beg 1000zat300sawar
22. |Ishaq Beg 1000zat 300sawar
23. |Muhammad Sharif Qulij Khan 1000zat200sawar

TableC

List of the Persian Supporters of Aurgangzeb Alangithe
War of Succession during 1658-59

Sr.No. Name Rank/Mansab
l. Mir Muhammad Saeed 6000zat6000sawar
2. Abu Talib Shaista Khan 6000zat6000sawar
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3. Shaikh Mir Khawafi 5000zat5000sawar
4. Muhammad Tahir Mashhadi 5000zat5000sawar
5. Muhammad Beg Zulfikhar Khan 4000zat2000sawar
6. Multafat Khan Azam Khan 4000zat2500sawar
7. Mirza Muhammad Mashhadi 4000zat2000sawar
8. Mirza Sultan Safawi 4000zat2000sawar
9. Mir Malik Husain Bahadur Khan 3000zat1500sawar
10. |Murshid Quli Khan 3000zat1500sawar
11. |Muftakhar Khan Sipahdar 3000zat2000sawar
12. |Sadat Khan 2000zat1500sawar
13. |Mir Shams-ud-Din Mukhtar 2000zat1000sawar
14. |Muhammad Tahir Saf Shikan Khan 2000zat1000sawar
15. |Mir Murad Mazandani Ghairat Khan 2000zat400sawar
16. |Mir Masum Khan 1500zat 1000sawar
17. |Rad Andaz Beg 1000zat400sawar
18. |Mir Ahmad 1500zat800sawar
19. [ Mir Abul Fazi Mamuri (Mamur Khan 1500zat500sawar
20. |Mir Hoshdar (Hoshdar Khan) 1500zat 700sawar
21. |Hameed-ud-Din Khan 1500zat200sawar
22. | Mir Bahadur Oil Jan Sipar Khan 1000zat400sawar
23. | Qazalbash Khan 1500zat 700sawar
24. | Mir Askari Aqgil Khan 1500zat500sawar
25. |Masud Yadgar Ahmed Beg Khan 1500zat600sawar
26. |Niamatullah 1000zat200sawar
27. |Hakim Muhammad Amin Shirazi 1000zat
28. | Mir Muhammad Mehdi Urdistani 1000zat

India was throughout attracted by the foreign inrmaags since
the establishment of Mughal Empire. It is also obsé during
Aurangzeb’s era with frequent arrival of differemigrants specially
Persians. The Persians maintained their positidviughal politics
and administration partly because of the influ¥Pefsians serving
in the Deccan Kingdoms. Table*tis showing the list of those
overall Persian asylum seekers along with theircbeapabilities
and positions;

TableD

23 Ibid., pp.175-215.
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Persian Emigrants during Aurangzeb’s Reign Who were

Assigned Ranks in Administration/Army

145

Nature of Basic ...
Sr.No Name Capability Rank/Position
1. Khalilullah Khan Commander/ | 6000zatb6000sawar
Administrato
2. Shaikh Mir Khwafi Administrator | 5000zat5000sawar
3. Muhammad Tahir Commander/ | 5000zat5000sawar
Administrator
4, Mirza Muhamad Mashhad| Administrator | 5000zat4000sawar
5. |Mulla Shafiq Yazdi Administrator | 5000zat2500sawar
6. |Qawam-ud-Din Khan Commander/ | 4000zat2000sawar
Esfahar Administrato
7. |Abdur Razzaq Gilani Administrator | 3500zat2000sawar
8. Shaikh Mirak Harawi Administrator 3000zat200sawar
9. |MirTaqi Administrator 3000zat
10 |[Sa’adat Khan Commander/ | 2500zat”2000sawar
Administrato
11. |Mir Muhammad Mahdi Commander/ | 2500zat600sawar
Administrato
12. |[Mir Muhammad Hadi Administrator | 2000zat2400sawar
13 |Qazalbash Khan Commander/ | 2000zatB00sawar
Administrato
14. |Diyanat Khan Kashi Administrator | 2000zat/700sawar
15. | Mir Imam-ud-Din Rehmat| Administrator 2000zatb00sawar
16. | Mir Murad Mazandani Administrator 2000zatA00sawar
17. |Mustafa Khan Kashi Administrator 1500zatP00sawar
18. | Muhammad Beg Turkman Administrator 1500zat
19. |Imam Quli Qarawal Aghan Commander/ | 1000zat800sawar
Khar Administrato
20. | Mir Arab Bakhazri Administrator 1000zatb00sawar
?1 | Saiyed Mirza Sabzwari Administrator | 1000zatB00sawar
22. |Khwaja Ismail Beg Kirman Administrator | 1000zatA50sawar
23. | Inayat Khan Commander/ | 2000zat2000sawar
Administrator
24. | Ahmad Beg Kamil Administrator Court Noble
25. | Hakim Daud Tagarrub Administrator/ 5000zat
Khan Hakim
26. | Hakim Saleh Shirazi Administrator/ | 1500zat250sawar
Hakim
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27. | Hakim Muhammad Amin | Administrator/ 1500 zath0 sawar
Shirazi Hakim
MansabdariSystem was introduced by Akbar who derived it
from Sher Shah Suri’s proficiency and practicegdministrative
system. Actually, this system was the result of sRer
administration where government was divided ina@smansabs
under the supreme command of the Shatfterwards, this
mansabdarsystem remained continued as a key feature of Mugha
administration in India. During 1658-78, as it vihe early period
of Aurangzeb’s rule, out of his 486ansabdard36 were Persians
with 27.98 percent strength, as compare with thafig, who were
having 67 posts with the percentage of 13.79. Duthe years
1679-1707 Persians remained elevated by havingrzGabsvith
21.91 percent out of a total 575. On the top ruhdadder, 23
Persians held the rank of 5,000 and above by 4%ei€ent during
1658-78 and 14 by 17.72 percent in 1679-1707, whdenumber of
Turanis was 17.64 percent and 7.59 percent respbctiThe
Persians maintained their position partly becausthe influx of
Persians serving in the Daccan Kingdoms. Here #isidhs had
long been dominant and Mir Jumla provides an exarap Persian
noble entering Mughal service through the DaccamaAgzeb is
also said to have placed great confidence in offit@m Khawaf,
a province of Persia, who became recipients ofidensble favours
during his reigné® These Tables®and E’ are reproduced below
that are showing the total strength of differerdugs in statistical
form within the Mughal nobility as per above mengd two
different periods during the reign of Aurangzebtar.

TableE

Racial and Religious Composition of Mughal Mansabda
1000-5000 and above During 1658-1678.

Racial Category | Mansabs Mansabs Mansabs |Grand Total| %
1000-2700 | 3000-4500 | 5000-above

Persians 81 32 23 136| 27.98

24  Muhammad Zaheeplamgir Aur Saltanat-i-Mughalia Ka Zaw§Urdu] (Karachi:
Educational Press, 2006), p.70.

25 M. Ather Ali, p.19.
26 Ibid., p.35.
27  lbid.
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Turanis 42 16 9 67| 13.79
Indian Muslims 51 10 4 65 13.37
Afghans 31 3 43| 8.85
Other Muslims 63 2 70| 14.4Q
Total Muslims 268 72 41 381 78.39
Rajputs 54 11 6 71 14.61
Marathas 18 6 3 27| 5.56
Other Hindus 5 1 7 1.44
Total Hindus 77 18 10 105 21.61
Grand Total 345 90 51 486| 100%
TableF

Racial and Religious Composition Mughdbhnsabdars1000
— 5000 and Above During 1679-1707

Racial Category | Mansabs | Mansabs Mansabs Grand %
1000-2700| 3000-4500 | 5000-above | Total

Persians 72 40 14 126 21.91
Turanis 44 22 6 72| 12.52
Indian Muslims 41 18 10 69| 12.00
Afghans 20 4 10 34| 5.92
Other Muslims 66 13 13 92| 16.00
Total Muslims 243 97 53 393 68.35
Rajputs 53 15 5 73| 12.69
Marathas 62 18 16 96| 16.70
Other Hindus 5 3 5 13| 2.26
Total Hindus 120 36 26 182 31.65
Grand Total 363 133 79 575/ 100%

Several of Aurangzeb’s leading ministers, includmg first
diwanFazil Khan, were Persians and he continued to $aeour to
newly arrived Persians as well as to those alreadtyed in India.
But Aurangzeb’s reputation for rigid orthodoxy atite general
neglect of fine arts and belles-letters in his meijscouraged
intending immigrants from Persia. Orthodox theotagistudies
during his reign, naturally excluded Persians wiasthy belonged
to thelthna Ashariyahsect. Thus, the infusion of fresh Persian
blood into Indo-Muslim society, which had proceeded
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uninterruptedly since the days of Emperor Babtitelbit decreased
during Aurangzeb’s regime, though it did not efjiease’® In the
early eighteenth century, which was the last eraAofangzeb
regime, two major groups among Mughal nobility egeer and
played a vital role in politics, at least for thexhforty years. Firstly,
was the Persian group of Asad Khan and his sonkBalf Khan
whom had already becomewazir-i-kul and Mir-bakhshi,
respectively up to 1702. The progenitors of thimifa left Persia
after having some dissentions with Shah Abbas-I tedefore,
migrated to India where Emperor Jahangir gave thppropriate
mansabsandjagirs. Both father and son played an imperative role
to counter Maratha power that was in confrontatiith Aurangzeb
since his accession to the throne. They often grilemselves as
being Persian but born in Hindustan and were settiere for the
last eight decades. They have got mammoth poweviughal
politics and administration. Another group was dafirdnis or
Central Asians, headed by Ghazi-ud-Din Feroz Jawmghés sons,
Chun Qulij Khan and Hamid Khan Bahadur along wittrekative
Amin Khan. It is said that Amin Khan gave an apgtiocn to
Aurangzeb for the post ddakhshiand also pointed out that the
existing incumbent Zulfikhar Khan is #hna Ashariand he may be
partially towards othetthna Ashariyahstoo. Aurangzeb stoutly
refused this application which also clears his iphiy towards
Sunnis, although, he was an orthodSunni himself.?® These
Irani-Turani controversies dealt a big blow to gw@didarity of the
Mughal Empire which was already involved in a gahwith the
Marathas.

The Persians monopoly continued under Aurangzedgjsmre.
There were numerous Persian Governors posted ifougar
provinces, some of them were; Shahnawaz Khan aridhtduKhan
as Governors Gujrat, Amir Khan as Governor KabigdaFKhan as
Governor Oudh, Arab Khan as Governor Bahraich, Muhnad
Beg as Governor Doab, Kamgar Khan as Governor Sddur,
Tarbiyat Khan as Governor Orissa, Zabardast Kha@srnor

28 Riaz-ul Islam|ndo-Persian Relation@_ahore: Iranian Culture Foundation, 1970),
p.170.

29 Dr. Satish Chandévjughal Darbar Ki Groh Bandian Aur Unki Siyas@irdu Tr.
M.Q. Sadiqi](New Dehli: Tarragi-e-Urdu Bureau, 1987), pp.20-26.
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Hoshangabad, Shaista Khan as Governor Bengal, tikhan as
Governor Orangabad, Saf Shikan Khan as GovernoniK#ésad
Khan and Bahadur Khan as Governors Deétan.

The racial composition of Mughal nobility was exirely
diverse although the principal groups were clediginguishable:
Turk and Persians whose ancestors had entered withathe
Mughals or who had been tempted to seek servitkeaMughal
Court by the prospect of wealth and high officeglAdns, many of
whom, were descended from families long-establishéuadia, who
tended to regard the Mughals as interlopers; ndore Muslims,
descendants of converts or of Turkish invaders dwentered the
sub-continent generations before and who had asdjuindian
wives and ways; and Rajputs whose fathers or gfatiers had
been drawn into the imperial orbit by Akbar’s fagkged policy of
Mughal-Rajput partnership. To these were addetharsecond half
of the seventeenth century Deccani Muslims and Magaas the
frontiers of the Empire pressed steadily southwar@svided by
race, religion, language and manners, the Mughabilityo
constituted a microcosm of the Empire itself, wifimdu pitted
against Muslim Jthna AshariyahPersian againssunniTurk, and
both against Indian-born Muslims. Yet despite ladise diversities,
there were elements in the situation which contetwio a reduction
of tensions: loyalty to the Mughal Dynasty whichiprh the
seventeenth century onwards, acquired a potentisaheatic
influence as the fount of sovereignty and legitenauthority
throughout the greater part of the Sub-contindrd;eémergence of
genuine Mughal civilization which combined indigeisolndian
with extraneous Persian and Central Asian elemandsthereby
helped to smooth over communal and regional antagan and the
Persiéazn language and literature which got mastaryMughal
India.

Persian prestige often did offer benefits to etHPérsians in
service outside Persia. For example, although thmy aand
administration of the Mughal Empire were made ugPefsians,

30 M. Athar Ali, pp. 62, 105, 140, 152.

31 Gavin HamblyCities of Mughal India: Dehli, Agra and Fatehpurk8i(London:
Paul Elek Productions, 1977), p.104.

32 Ibid., pp. 104, 113.
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Central Asian Turks, Arabs, Indian Muslims and et#ndus, the
dominant group in terms of ranking was always thesians, with
Central Asians running a close second. Conseqyétitigre was
usually a struggle of supremacy and was more ivgdry than open
conflict between Irani (Persian) and Turani (Cdrnsan) nobility,
and generally the two factions shared their preremie over the
remainder of society®® The Safawid held one grave threat over the
Mughals that could not be countered. Persian nolded
administrators, forming one of the largest ethniougs in the
Mughal nobility, kept up close ties with their hdared. Besides,
giving them sufficient encouragements, although, vitas
conceivable that Persiamansabdarsmight revolt, and bring on
Safawid intervention. It is worth of noticing thad Indian held
similar posts in Safawid Persia.

Shah Abbas-Il had intrigued with Dara and Muradirdythe
war of succession and had also written tolthea Asharirulers of
the Deccan urging to assert them while the Mughapie was torn
by quarrels among the princ8ut when Aurangzeb made himself
undisputed master of the throne, Shah Abbas-Il sergrand
embassy under Bidagh Baig to Mughal Court to cdotate
Aurangzeb Alamgir on the eve of his accession &otkinone, and
presented numerous precious gifts whose worth wadess than
423,000 rupees before the Emperor Alamgir. Ondtisgn from the
Mughal Court, Bidagh Baig was rewarded with handsomoney of
500,000 rupees along with expensive gifts and by tefier for the
Shah of PersiZ Although, in view of the continuous confrontation
between Mughal and Safawid Empires over the possess
Qandahar, Aurangzeb was not interested in recayedandahar
since his accession to the throne. Having persprall two
unsuccessful campaigns against Qandahar in 164962l A.D.
he knew the futility of such an exercise. Aurangbhaldl thus no

33 Richards C. FoltzMughal India and Central AsiéKarachi: Oxford University
Press, 1998), p.5.
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36 Muhammad Saqi Mustaid Khaa'asir-e-Alamgiri (Urdu Tr.) M. Fida Ali Talib
(Karachi: Book Land, 1961), pp.31-32.
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reason, at least for the time being, to carry favauth the Safvis.
Nevertheless, on the arrival of the embassy fromhSkbbas-Il in
1661 to the Court of Alamgir, Muhammad Amin Khanable was
sent with one thousand soldiers to receive the assukr and to
find out the purpose of his mission. All bazaarsdl atreets were
decorated and music was played. On his appearaacmdue
obeisance in the Persian manner, while officetthefcourt forced
him to bow in Mughal style. He handed over theelefitom the Shah,
which was taken by Shah Alam the son of EmperoraAgeeb
Alamgir, and read out in a loud voice. He was awdKhil’at (robe
of honour) by the Emperor and then the gifts wees@nted before
the Emperor, consisting of horses, camels, rosemand carpet¥.

Afterwards, Aurangzeb’s relations with Persia reedi a
setback. His embassy which was sent to Persia ireidber 1663
A.D. under the supervision of his envoy Tarbiyatakh was
miscarried.® Shah Abbas-II's conduct towards the Mughal
ambassador had been highly objectionable and iopppte. He
had derided the envoy and had made insulting resnmabout
Aurangzeb in his presence. The Shah had even ¢émezhto invade
India, and sent his reply in March 1666 A.D. witblldwing
humiliating letter along with the same Mughal envogcently we
have learnt from comers and goers that at mangglacHindustan
refractory and seditious people, considering thaltor&on-like
monarch (Aurangzeb) to be impotent and resource-tes/e raised
the dust of disturbance, and having taken posses$isome parts
of the country are giving trouble to the inhabitaanhd travellers of
that kingdom.3® Thus, by the end of Aurangzeb’s reign, the Mughal
Empire had no diplomatic relations with Persia. Ogfo Aurangzeb
was not responsible for the breach with Persig6s61A.D. he was
certainly responsible for the continuation of thedzh. The state of
diplomatic isolation in which Aurangzeb left the yhal Empire
was by no means enviaBleluring the reigns of his successors i.e.,
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Bahadur Shah (1707-12), Jahandar Shah (1712-18)kRaiyar
(1713-19), Muhammad Shah (1719-48) and later ontoup857
Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last ruler of the dynasty.

Conclusion

Persians indeed were fortune-seekers, who had @aoed
the ranks of Babur and his successors in large aynand their
success at the Mughal Court had induced many otbddlow in
their foot-steps. Although in the lower cadrentdnsabsn nobility,
Persians remained lesser th&aoranis (Central Asians) almost
throughout the Mughal regime, but their ability afndility had
recommended them to the highest posts of trusirapdrtance in
greater number. Aurangzeb’s sovereignty was a gesiomany
domestic problems in view of his confrontation whilaratha power
and numerous other rebellions. In his reign, Pessiaere still in
dominant position in Mughal nobility like the preuvis Mughal ones
in India. After becoming Emperor says Bernier; “tgeeater part’
of Aurangzeb’s foreign nobility consisted of Pensia*

Indeed, it is a fact that the activities of thesesin immigrants gave
strength and power to the Mughal politics and adstriation and proved
themselves as a vital segment of Mughal nobilitg provided a ground
root of the ecstasy and zenith of Mughal rule ididn They were good
politicians and dominated the Mughal Court andeséstmuch as they did
noticeably in the sphere of the fine arts. The d@tion of Persian
immigrants in Aurangzeb’s reign continued almostesch and every
segment of Mughal politics and administration. edileamong the many
immigrated peoples and races who have come in ciomih and
influenced India’s life and culture, the oldest amdst persistent have
been the Persians. India has a special relatidm Reétsians, because the
Persians came to India, stayed here and servedotirgry in different
ways. They became a part of Indian society and leterged in that
society, and finally become completely Indianiéeds in hisDiscovery
of India, Pandat Jawaharlal Nehru rightly observes that ‘fieaple have
been more closely related in origin and throughnistory than the people
of India and the people of Persi4.”
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