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Major decisions of the government in democratic ntoes, rest
directly or indirectly on the freely given consesft a majority of the
adult elected representatives of the citizens. Tdrenal process of
selecting a person for public office or acceptimgeajecting a political
proposal, by voting is called election. An electisrone of the means by
which a society may arrange itself to take the glens of their national
interest. It is a process for choosing offices @kimg binding decisions
concerning policy by the vote of those formally lified to participate.
Indeed it is a formal procedure by which publidadt are filled.

Elections and political parties have a direct feteghip with each
other. Election is the mechanism through which modsates create
amongst its citizens a sense of involvement andcgaation in public
affairs. Citizens derive a sense of satisfactiamfrparticipating in the
selection of their governmental leaders, and tHecten of leaders
through proper election procedures gives to theegoment a base of
support, a sense of legitimacy among the massés.thirough popular
elections that authority of a government is clothath legitimacy and
peaceful transfer of authority to elected represams is ensured.

When the election programmes were announced bgdhernment
both small and big parties applied for the eighdtiamal parliamentary
elections. The major parities contesting the abectiincluded Pakistan
People’s Party Parliamentarians, Pakistan Muslinague (Nawaz
Group), Pakistan Muslim League (Quaid-i-Azam Groumd the
Muttahida Majlis-i-Amal (MMA), an alliance of sixetigious political
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parties. Other known parties contesting at theonatilevel included the
six-party National Alliance led by former caretakBrime Minister
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaaf ofrdn Khan and
Pakistan Awami Tehrik of Tahir-ul-Qadri. Many otkeregional and
nationalist parties with strongholds in their redpd regions and
provinces including the Muttahida Qaumi MovementSimdh, Awami
National Party in NWFP, Jamhuri Watan Party, fadiof Baluchistan
National Movement and Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami PdrtyBaluchistan
took their active party in the 2002 national ele@cs.

Prior to each national election, every politicaktpawhile taking
part in the elections propagate its future progranamd policy. One of
the most attracting features of the electoral jslits the publication and
propagation of the party manifesto through whichpdlitical party
convince the electorate as to why it should bed:ote

The purpose of the research paper in hand is tdigig the role of
political parties which took part in the 2002 natibelections. The paper
focuses on the election campaign and political featos through which
they tried to convince the electorate in their favoThe electoral
strategies of different political parties, theiasadjustment and political
alliances among them are the key questions toitieatly evaluated.

The historical background of Pakistan Muslim Lead@aid-i-
Azam) is peculiar in nature. The PML (like mindealich basically
came into being as a consequence of a parsonklik between Nawaz
Sharif and Mian Azhar rather than an ideologicalftict, was ultimately
renamed as PML-Q in 2001. Apart from the persopatiash, the
politics of caste obaradaris also played a pivotal role in generating
contempt for Nawaz Sharif. When Mian Azhar, an Ar&iy caste,
nominated his brother-in-law, Mian Nasir Jabranlfahore’s lord mayor
in the 1998 local bodies elections, the Sharif Beot disliked it and
favoured the Kashmiri Khwaja Hasan, who got victiorghat contest. In
the like manner the Chaudhry Brothers from Gujtahéd their eyes
towards PML (like minded) when Mian Shahbaz Shéetame the
Chief Minister of the Punjab and totally ignorechatidhry Pervez Elahi.
In the meanwhile, Ejazul Haq, son of former militauler, too joined
them and rejected the offer of Nawaz Sharif for istérship in his
cabinet. The lust to accumulate absolute powerHariSalso worked as
a cohesive force in bringing together dissidenwelver, when Nawaz
Sharif was deposed, the PML (like-minded) was fatméth Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain, Mian Azhar, Khurshid Mahmood Kias8ikandar
Hayat Malhi, Ghulam Sarwar Cheema and Abdul Sdttdika as its
leaders. With the passage of time, several Nawgalitds such as
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Chaudhry Akhtar Rasool, Mian Munir and Tariq Az&so joined the

like-minded group. Though this like minded factiohMuslim League

was renamed as PML-Q prior to the 2002 nationaltielles yet it had no
grass roots in the general masses. The PML-Q mdsthended on the
incumbent establishment’s support in order to sidiie electoral race of
2002 with great hope of succéss.

The PML-Q propagated its manifesto to improve tegggmance of
the government. It declared that the role of thdidaent should be
made more effective by adopting immediate measasei has lost its
previous prestige and status. The PML-Q promisedttoduce political,
economic, judicial educational, and health reformihie country in order
to change the fortune of common man of the society.

The PML-Q’s manifesto declared that the appropriatgslation
should be introduced for funding of political padi It should be ensured
that the election expenses allowed were adhergdrooigh appropriate
monitoring mechanism established to keep experadituvithin limits.
Those exceeding the prescribed limits should b# déth appropriately.
An ethics committee should be established for b houses that
should monitor the conduct of respective membergesRkof business
should be amended so that no expenditure was madtthewv prior
approval of the National Assembly. Elected memiséisuld be subject
to conflict of interest legislation on businessiaties or in cases where
any interest pertaining to a member was involvell.e&kpenditure of
state for frivolous purpose should be curtailedame away with. Voting
rights for Pakistani citizens residing in foreigouatries should be
extended.

It was also described that young and educated persbould be
encouraged to take part in political activities. séis of elected
representatives should be disclosed as a publardetimits should be
prescribed on the number of ministers and advishet could be
appointed in the federal and provincial governmerithrough the
National Finance Award, more funds should be givem the federation
to the provinces and from the provinces to thellgtstitutions. Voting
age should be maintained at 18 years. Women shmmulehcouraged to
take part in all walks of life. They should haveagter representation in
the superior judiciary and the Armed Forces in #odi to the
Parliament/Assemblies. The process of accountabifit all public

1 The Herald October 2002, p.31.
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service should be institutionalized particularly r fahe elected
representatives. Role of opposition in the Parlisinaad outside should
have full institutional protection as is the caseall parliamentary
systems of government.

Regarding security and justice the PML-Q’s mandetgclared that
rule of law should be upheld at all levels througththe countries. The
state functionaries should protect the weak agaiestpowerful. Police
reforms should be carried out to make police serds an oppressive
body. Judicial procedures should be modernizedplffied wherever
possible to reduce delay. The prison service shbaldnade effective,
efficient and responsive. Conditions in jails shibbk improved through
an effective inspectorate system. Rehabilitatiompii$oners should be
facilitated by training them in industrial work d$ucas textiles,
engineering, woodwork, pottery and horticultureridig their term of
sentencé.

Regarding Education the manifesto stated that eiducahould
become the top priority of the government, whicbutl aim to raise the
education standards to the levels that compareufaiaty with countries
of middle level income. New measures should beoihtced to
rationalize class sizes, raise standards in schaots upgrade local
(district and tehsil) education authorities, enteastatus and quality of
teaching profession, review curriculum by updatiextbooks, setting up
student support programmes especially for girlsttie rural areas.
Besides these programmes the PML-Q’s manifestoiomet its policy
regarding citizen's rights, good governance, stile@ging of state
institutions, devolution, austerity, agriculturedanural development,
trade and industry, health, housing, transport, irenment,
unemployment, labour reforms, women’s employmenmbg@mmes,
minorities, package for the disabled, national sgcand foreign policy.

If there was a political party or grouping in th@02 elections which
had a strong ideological base and a clear camshigian that was the
alliance of six prominent Islamic groups, the Mbitta Majlis-i-Amal
(MMA).® This alliance of six religio-political parties siihed their
religio-sectarian differences at least temporatdywork together for
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pursuing a shared political ageridBhose included the Jami’at Ulama-e-
Islam of Fazl-ur-Rehman (JUI-F), the Jami'at Uleexslam headed by
Samiul Haq (JUI-S), the Jami'at Ulema-e-Pakistad ey the late
Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani (JUP-N), the Jama’ataevi (JI)
headed by Qazi Husain Ahmad, the Jami’at Ahl-e-klg¢dAH) headed
by Sajid Mir and &hia minority Party, Islami Tehreek Pakistan (ITP),
led by Sajid Nagwf. Apart from this a number of tiny religious groups
andjihadi organizations also worked under the auspices ofAVIM

To mobilize the masses in favour of a particulayugr or party, the
election campaign play a pivotal role. The sixgielpolitical parties of
MMA burnt the hatred because before entering ifte &lliance the
clerics were rivals to each other but later onythaeited for common
cause in the name of Islam and started against/tited States in the
whole process and still saying against thekvhile the groups may
differ acutely on the interpretation of Islamic¢bangs and some of them
may even have fuelled sectarian violence in the, ghey saw in the
2002 elections the opportunity to win in the nantfelslam. The
alliance’s campaign was quite clear: “to take awawer from the pro-
American and secular forces and establish a tlaenis system in the
country” ! The alliance presents itself as the only altemeatigainst the
so-called corrupt political parties and pro-Westatulers such as
President Musharraf. Its leaders believe the pemtanvironment in the
regional constituencies provides them with the begortunity to attract
a far greater number of votes than in the pastigpéarly in areas such
as the NWFP or the Pashtun belt of Baluchistan,revipo-Taliban
sentiment runs high. To ensure the success of tagididates at the
polls, component parties of the alliance, partiduldl have also struck
separate deals at local levels with parties suchthasPML-N. The
alliance was the first to launch its election caigpand in some of the
recent speeches, its leaders have warned the pibaplenless votes are
given to the “forces of Islam”, the coming days tendisastrous for the
country™ The MMA promised to the voters to evict US fordesn the
region and also wanted to introduce the Islamidesysin the areas

The Nation3 October 2002.
Dawn,8 October 2002.

Nadim Haider Bangash, “Talibanization of the NWWA Case Study of Success of
the MMA in the 2002 Elections”, M.Phil Thesis (Islabad: National Instituted of
Pakistan Studies, 2005), p.81.

10 The Herald October, 2002, p.32.
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where it forms a government. They also warned tlestern media
during the campaign that they should stop defanstegn and negative
propaganda against the Muslims. During the eleatimmpaign, MMA

also insisted that the Americans should stop ieter§ in the internal
affairs of Muslim countries and openly expressedgathy for the

former Taliban rulers of Afghanistan who were défdaand ousted by
US-led forces. Some parties in MMA had close retati with the

Taliban and provided religious and military traigito its leaders and
workers who were allegedly involved in sectariavlefice in Pakistatf.

Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz Group was one of thst motent
political forces in the country. Like other factowf Pakistan Muslim
League, the it also claimed to be the true polifidaeritors of the idea of
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and All-India Mumsl| League.
PML-N was born when President Ghulam Ishaqg Khamidised the
government of Nawaz Sharif in April 1992 and rapidlarned the
reputation of being the only party other than tRRvith the credentials
to form a government independent of support fronalen groups. The
faction grew from strength to strength until it weent packing by the
military establishment in October 1999. The risd fail of PML-N was
a direct outcome of its relationship with the railit establishment.
While a pro-establishment stand allowed it to depehto a full-fledge
party, its direct confrontation with the establighmhended in its removal
from power.

The extra-ordinary performance put up by the PMI. ¢lindidates
in the two of four elections since the restoratodrdemocracy in 1988
and the surprising anti-establishment stance of dga¥ollowing his
removal from power in 1993 and latter in 1999 agaificant factors that
differentiate the Nawaz League from the other Muslieagues. The
two-third majority enjoyed by the PML-N followindné 1997 elections
allowed Nawaz to head the most powerful governntieatcountry had
seen since 1976.

The wings of the PML-N has been clipped considgrairice the
1999 military takeover. Apart from a handful of #digts, only those
politicians who had no other option are still witte PML-N. With the
Sharief family exiled and ejected from electoralitps, it was widely

12 Bangash, “Talibanization of the NWFP”, p.82.
13 The Herald October 2002, p.30.
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believed that the performance of the PML-N would e different from
other smaller factions of the PML..

The PML-N propagated its political manifesto andtufa
programme through political processions, meetipgst and electronic
media. Its manifesto renewed its commitment to wiorkself reliance,
merit and economic revival of the countlyThe PML-N offered
restrictions on ordinance making and strengthemiogumittee system
within the parliament. It promised to limit the nber of ministers and
advisors. Regarding the election matters the PM&tbgramme was to
limit the election expenditure and extending théngrights to Pakistani
citizens residing in abroad. On accountability #&ferred to the
accountability bureau and also made it clear thgtraember convicted
of financial wrong doing would be disqualified fat least seven years.
To discourage the VIP culture, its programme washtolish the facility
of duty free cars and foreign medical treatmenilifas.'® Besides it, the
PML-N comprehensively declared its agenda aboufaba®ecurity,
justice and citizen rights.

The emergence of Pakistan Peoples Party Parliansrgavas not
a new phenomenon but it was basically the PolifRaties Act of 2002
which forced the party to effect a change of quadrider to stay in the
electoral race. As a consequence of the same obderzir Bhutto
decided to form PPP-P with her second in commané&hiliam Amin
Fahim as its head while still not relinquish thestpof chairperson of the

party.

The PPP-P announced its political manifesto for@otober 2002
national elections with a pledge to strive for gal#garian Pakistan. The
PPP-P reaffirmed its faith that people were thétipal sovereigns and
the party would continue to struggle for their emmic, political and
social rights. The PPP-P vowed to eradicate pougytyncreasing the
social sector budget and the annual developmegramme. It pledged
to promote religious tolerance in the country.Ha &ducation sector, the
PPP-P manifesto declared that it would provide feé books to the
government primary schools. The manifesto also tgokule of law as
an issue as a major factor of most of the politizal economic ill$!

14 Ibid.

15 The News22 September, 2002.
16 The Nation20 September, 2002.
17 Dawn 1 October, 2002.
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The leaders and workers of the PPP-P geared upgseftor public
mobilization campaign on the eve of the 2002 ebestiwith the support
of Alliance for Restoration of Democracy (ARD). TIRPP-P leaders
visited different constituencies and held meetiwgh party workers to
formulate a strategy to strengthen party positioreach district during
the October polls.

The PPP-P decided to continue with its old slogan froti, kapra
aur makari, and vowed to reverse all the amendment madehiay t
military government after coming into power. It @] a strong defence
system to safeguard country's territorial integrignd national
independence. The party opposed extravagance throog-audited
accounts and re-appropriation of budget. It favduhat a parliamentary
committee would be established to inspect the adefextcounts, which
would also be submitted to defence committee of dhkinet® This
would end corruption in defence deals. The manifestsured that full
autonomy would be given to provinces by abolistimg concurrent list
to fulfil constitutional guarantees. It pledgedttbpecial courts would be
abolished while family courts would be establish&the number of
courts and judges would be increased to ensurects®s were to be
dealt with expeditiously. The PPP-P pledged to appoore women and
minority judges into judiciary to strengthen weakszction of the
society?

The PPP-P vowed to introduce a system of purclasése basis of
pay “As You Earn” (credit purchases) in governmeotporations and
other salaried institutions. A credit bank would bstablished the
purpose of which would be payment of small and mmedioans to
encourage purchase of television, furniture, chosises etc., and daily
life necessities on instalments by young and midtles age purchases.
The party also supported an independent and imapaatiti-corruption
office to investigate every citizen of Pakistarespective of the office
that he or she might hofd.

Although the Frontier's prominent politician, Mr.ftAb Ahmad
Khan Sherpao had some serious differences with EtRirperson
Benazir Bhutto yet he managed to stick to the paittythe 1997
elections. But Aftab Ahmad Khan broke away soorerathe polls,
blaming Ms. Bhutto for the party’s disastrous ogtim the 1997

18 The Nation1 October, 2002.
19 Ibid.
20 Ibid.
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elections. The 2002 elections proved as Sherpassdlection as the
head of his own party}.

The PPP (Sherpao) launched its election campaigh wgieat
enthusiasm. The leader of the party, Sherpao detldvat his party
would eradicate poverty, injustice, unemploymend amnice-hike from
the country. It would strengthen the local bodyteysand work for tax-
free society. The party would take every step it consent of the
people?” The party pledged to work for the establishment trofe
egalitarian society to promote democratic cultured ering about
economic revolution in the lives of the downtrodgeople.

Aftab Sherpao was essentially aiming for a majée ho the NWFP
rather than the centre in order to get more sudpam the Pakhtun belt
of the province. His own campaign was focused anolin district, i.e.,
Charsadda, where he was in alliance with PML-Q MMA.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf was founded by the forarezketer,
Imran Khan, on 25 April 1996 in Lahore announcihgtthe had entered
into politics to mobilize the people to extricatekiztan from its present
state of despair and to set it on the path of usitlidarity, social justice
and prosperity. The party’'s declared aims and dbjex were to
establish a modern Islamic state, developing acdnstructing religious
thoughts, as envisioned by poet-philosopher Allardgbal and
synthesizing the eternal principles and values glfinh with the
imperatives of contemporary economic and socieffif

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf was termed as the thiakfim the 1997
general elections but it was unable to win eveimgle seat in any of the
national or provincial constituencies across thentxy. During the 1997
elections campaign, the PTI's emphasis was on ptiou For the 2002
elections the issue of corruption and hanging tbeupt still found
priority in the election slogans.

The PTI's manifesto contained many elaborate progras
including debt retirement, agricultural developmentater resource
management, education and women development ptafd$ Ehe PTI
had also made extensive proposals regarding lakelfare, the issue of

21 The Herald October, 2002, p.36.
22 The News23 August, 2002.

23 Rafaqgat Ali, “Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf” in ASBJafri, ed.The Political Parties of
Pakistan(Karachi: Royal Book Co., 2002), p.115.

24 Pakistan Institute of Legislative Developmentl &ransparency (PILDAT) “Who
Voted for Whom: Findings from an Exit Poll Survegy’ahore: 2002).
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accountability and for the independence of theestamntrolled media.
The PTI criticized the role of military and clagfi that the military’s
role should be to defend boarders and assistanilvilinistration in times
of need® Indeed the PTI had come out with a most balancanifesto
addressing a bulk of issues of the current elect@mpaigrf®

Faroog Ahmad Khan Leghari, former President of §aki, laid
down the foundation of the Millat Party on 14 Augt898. It took part
for the first time in the 2002 elections. For thlsction, the Millat Party
formed the National Alliance (NA) with six other Igizal parties. The
National Alliance had further entered into an edeat adjustment with
the PML-Q and dubbed this arrangement the Granibh&dtAlliance.
The National Alliance had filed candidates from thillat Party’s
stronghold of D.G. Khan and seemed poised to clendbw seats from
other areas as well. The former PPP minister PefSaleh was a
candidate of the Millat Party from NA-126 againketPPP’s Fakhr
Zaman?’

The guiding principles of Millat Party expressede ttbasic
philosophy and ideology of the party. To sum it i Millat Party was
committed to revive the spirit of the original \dgi for Pakistan. At the
same time, it was committed to introduce a progvesdirection for
dynamic futuré® Although the party knew that the Musharraf
government had focused on some of the very aredshwiad earlier
been prioritized in the party’s founding manifedtte party nevertheless
believed and asserted that there remained vasé $oofmprovement in
the present government's policies. It would like ¢ee perceptible
acceleration of reforms to the existing systemsldtaded for what it
described as innovative new approaches to the gmablthat beset the
country.

A religious scholar, Dr. Allama Tahirul Qadri laidown the
foundation of Pakistan Awami Tehreek on 25 May 1988fter a gap of
almost twelve years his party decided to take pathe 2002 national
elections. This time the party had fielded candiddtom 125 national

25 The Nation7 October, 2002.
26  PILDAT, “Who Voted for Whom: Findings from axiEPoll Survey”.
27 The Herald October 2002, p.35.

28 Zafar Abbas, “Millat Party” in A.B.S. Jafri, e@he Political Parties of Pakistan
(Karachi: Royal Book Co., 2002), p.52.

29  Shamim-ur-Rehman, “Pakistan Awami Tehreek’AiB.S. Jafri, ed.The Political
Parties of PakistarfKarachi: Royal Book Co., 2002), p.85.



The Role of Political Parties 107

and 226 provincial assembly constituencies. AlldDaalri contested the
elections for the National Assembly from Lahorearh and Gujjar
Khan. The contest in Jhang was of particular istet@ many as Allama
Qadri had been working in the constituency for sslveonths prior to
the elections to ensure his success against Malaam Tariqg, the
Chief of defunctSipah-e-Sahab®akistan. Allam Qadri was depending
heavily on anti-SSP sentiment for his success éncity. Allama Qadri
had also made several political moves to gain thppart of the
minorities. He had joined the Christian in theiaygrs on a number of
occasions and had even formed an alliance withntimorities on the
basis of a promise to secure them equal rightsjigied the PAT sweeps
the elections.

The Pakistan Awami Tehreek pledged to eradicatecdlRire from
the society and bring an end to the centuries xpdodative feudal and
capitalist system.

The Muttahida Qaumi Movement was founded by Altashin on
18 March 1984 in Karactf. Unlike other political parties which set up a
student wing to muster the support of the youth,MQM was born of a
student body, the All Pakistan Mohajir Studentsdbigation. According
to the MQM leadership, the body was set up whigeléader themselves
were students at the Karachi university. For th@22@ational elections,
the MQM was back in the field in full force.

The MQM is relatively better organized political rpa It has
maintained a network which ensures continuity aftaot between the
leadership and the workers. The party leader, AHafssain often
addresses workers and supporters via telephone frondon on
important occasions. The MQM has been vocal in ejpgp the
construction of Kalabagh Dam and seems to intorik thie perception
in Sindh that this province is being denied its dhare of the waters of
the Indus river system. It has identified itselfwihe Sindhi nationalists
in their protest over the sacking of people fromvagament jobs,
increase in rates of transport, electricity gastewand other public
facilities.

The MQM boycotted the 2001 municipal elections paiticipated
in the 2002 national elections. The party suppo@ederal Musharraf's
U-turn on Afghan policy after 9/11.

30 Rehman, “Muttahida Qaumi Movement”, in A.B.&fri] ed.,The Political Parties
of Pakistan(Karachi: Royal Book Co., 2002), p.59.

31 The Herald October, 2002, p.33.
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The manifesto of MQM declared that social justiteaay cost
should be guaranteed, rule of law should be thetthie day, provincial
autonomy in the real sense should be ensured andritiés’ rights
should be safeguarded. It also pledged for theakoeconomic and
political uplift of the state.

The Sindh Democratic Alliance was formed in SeptermtD01 by
former Bureaucrat Imtiaz Sheikh. It contested tb@2national elections
as a part of the National Alliance (NA) with a commelection symbol,
the tracto? The driving force behind the National Alliance wee
Sindh Democratic Alliances a coalition of politiocga who either
traditionally opposed the PPP or were drop out ftbenPPP. The party
leader Imtiaz Sheikh who resigned from the postemfretary of health in
October 2000, was appointed secretary to the Qhieifster, Jam Sadiq
Ali in 1990 but soon acquired notoriety for his sarigans. His party as
generally believed, was fully capable of produciagourable results in
Sindh, traditionally a PPP stronghold. The SDA hasn able to attract
many politically influential families, which weréén part of the alliance.
These included the Arbabs of Tharparker, the SkiiazZThatta, Mumtaz
Bhutto of Larkana etc. Many political observersidatd that in the
absence of Benazir Bhutto, the SDA was potentelpplitical force that
might form a government in Sindh with the MQM asritajor partnet’

From theKhudai Khidmatgarmovement of pre-partition India to
the Awami National Party of today, the Pakhtun bladiists of Frontier
Province have played an important role in the jslibf Pakistan. The
Awami National Party is mostly famous among theHaks of Pakistan
in North West Frontier Province, Balochistan, FatlgrAdministered
Tribal Areas, Western Punjab and Northern Areas party’s current
President is Asfandyar Wali Khah.

The claims that, as enshrined in its manifestba# been struggling
since its formation for a prosperous, peaceful fagel society. The party
struggle is aimed at achieving;

a. Democratic order;

b. Protection of the rights and identities of all patlities living
within the country;

c. The protection and advancement of their languagdsalture;

32 Ibid.
33 Ibid.
34 Ibid.
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d. Emancipation of supremacy;
e. Social justice and;
f.  Rejection of and abstention from all forms of sgatism*

The Awami National Party contested the 2002 natiabections
with propagating its policy and future programmaeaipositive manner.
During the election campaign, the party pledged Beakistan would be
transformed into a free, developed, prosperous damocratic federal
state. Its federating units would be free to sdhr regional matters.
Only foreign affairs, currency, communication anefethce would be
vested with the federal government, if came intovgag®

Jamhoori Watan Party was founded by Nawab AkbartiBing
August 1990. In the same year when it contested efleetions, it
emerged as one of the strongest political forceth@ province of
Baluchistan. It got twelve provincial seats and tWational Assembly
seats but remained in opposition.

The JWP wants maximum provincial autonomy withia tdonfines
of the federation. The party, however, revolvesuatbthe charismatic
personality of Nawab Bugti and most of its centeiders are either
Bugti's personal friends or admirers. In spite @$ isecular and
progressive approach to sink roots in the provinetde bank Nawab
Bugti, who hails from Dera Bugti, the centre of RBén’s natural gas
fields, has also failed to strike camaraderie wsticcessive federal
governments because of his outspoken nationaligtiour. Bugti has
been advocating complete provincial autonomy iaririal and taxation
matters. He annoyed Islamabad when he demandethdtirition of
royalty on natural gas and the payment of all ryyarrears to
Baluchistan. The party contested the October 2@ @l elections but
Bugti himself did not take part as a candidate.

The Baluchistan National Movement was launchechieycadres of
the Baloch Student Organization in 1988 to fill ffaitical vacuum left
by the 1970s banning of the National Awami PartA®l Dr. Abdul
Hayee, Sardar Akhtar Mengal, Dr. Abdul Malik Dr. sé&n and
Manzoor Gichki were amongst its founding membeh&e BNM'’s policy
revolved around complete provincial autonomy arel rigstructuring of

35 Mohammad Riaz, “Awami National Party” in A.B.Safri, ed.,The Political
Parties of PakistaiiKarachi: Royal Book Co., 2002), p.10.

36 The Frontier Post2 October, 2002.
37 The Herald October, 2002, p.37.
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provinces on the basis of their respective cultulasguages and sub-
nationalistics living within their specific boundes

Prior to the election 1988, the BNM forged an aldia with Nawab
Akbar Bugti to form the Balochistan National Allieen (BNA). The
alliance secured 11 seats in the provincial Assgnfibimed a coalition
government with the JUI-F and embarked upon asiolli course with
the centre, then controlled by the PPP. However BNM could match
its past performance for a number of reasons.,Riisugh the middle
class BNM leaders had a clean reputation whileowey, the image of
the government was marred by some independentiteelenembers
who became coalition partners of the BNA. Personallashes also
damaged the alliance. Sardar Akhtar Mengal andrdBMA leaders
from Central Baluchistan parted ways with the BNMffermthe 1990
elections and formed their own group under the saamee. Presently the
influence of the BNM stand confined to Makran cahdielt, which
happens to be the only Baloch region free from ghackles of the
Sardari system. Though it took part in the 2002taas yet could not
win even a single seat in the national elections.

The Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party was founded in889as the
successor of Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Ittehad. Melodo Khan
Achakzai is the head of the party. Like National g Party, the
Pakhtunkwa Milli Awami Party underwent a complextamorphosis.
The party was founded on the ashes of NAP (Sanad)972, Samad
Khan, known as Khan Shaheed, parted ways with liba NAP and
formed his own group. Latter he supported Primeistém Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto’s arrangement in Baluchistan. After Samacdcaib death in a
bomb explosion, the party nominated his son, Mehiri¥lean Achakzai
as the new party chief. Latter on, they formed Badhtunkhwa Milli
Awami Ittehad and joined the Movement for Restoratbf Democracy
in 1980s. Mehmood Khan had to go into hiding whengarty workers
clashed with the police during an MRD rally in QaetHe resurfaced in
1989, during the first tenure of Benazir Bhutto. eTlBenazir's
government withdrew all cases against him. He wisrahcestral seat in
the election of 1990.

The Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party participated ihet 2002
national elections with its planned programme aradhifesto. The party
believed in the restructuring of the federal umifsPakistan on cultural
and linguistic lines. It has been demanding a newvipce for the
Pakhuns in the north of Baluchistan. It also opgddsethe domination of

38 Ibid.
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the Punjabi bureaucracy in the three smaller pa®snThe party always
ideologically opposed to the theocracy in all @efis®

Elections Campaign and Strategies of Political Pattiesin the
2002 National Elections

When the elections were announced to be conduatedctober,
2002 different political parties including traditial rival PPP and
PML(N) were talking of seat adjustment to boastrtbkances of win at
the polls. For sometime, they mulled over seat sidjents under the
overarching umbrella of Alliance for Restoration@&mocracy (ARD).
There were elements in both the parties who fawbseat adjustments
for fighting battle for restoration of democracyy Bgreeing on seat
adjustments these parties might win a few morenalsiseseats at some
places in the country but this sort of politicatghawork between them
would for sure damage their standing with the commman and raise a
baffling question mark as to what separate the padies except their
names and person occupying the top $fbdot long ago both PML-N
and PPP-P reached a crucial phase of setting wm gparty system.
Power seesawed between them and they appeared goideerald a
stable parliamentary form of government in the ¢ouanchored in two
party system. However, this scenario proved slhwet|

The electoral seat adjustment between mainstrediticabparties
PML-N, PPP-P and even by PML-Q and MMA was fraugtth dangers
to the party based parliamentary system in the tcpuiThis in fact,
amounted depriving the voters of their choice alicing the elections
to a party-less fra$} Instead of staying their course and making efforts
to claw back their lost ground these parties aggeunching them into
search for easy shortcuts to electoral gains olslyoat the expense of
their principles and manifestos. Even adjustmeinat seat would leave
little justification to feign their separate existe at the national level.

The election campaign was full of high-sounding rpises,
ideological rhetoric and negative campaigning. 2862 election, on the
whole demonstrated a gross lack of capacity ofpbitical parties to
launch any national level electoral campaign. Tleet®n campaign was
however, mostly dominated by local issues. The spipm demonstrated
its distrust in the whole process of election caigipand considered the

39 The News3 October, 2002.
40  http.www.nation.com.pk/daily/081002/editor.2htm.
41  Ibid.



112 Pakistan Journal of History & Culture, Vol.XXIXo.1 (2008)

election as a move to erect a civilian facade anrilhme of a return to
democracy. The two mainstream political parties €amder intense
pressure to save their cadres from disarray. Td@ipaign was mostly
submitted under their day to day responses to warg@ministrative and
political initiatives of an expressly partisan magi, which was playing
for high stakes in the elections. The governmertefd both the parties
to effect a change of guard to stay in the race. FRP leadership had to
change hands, at least on paper, by creating PRiERFAmin Fahim as
its chairman while the PML-N elected Mr. Shahbaar8has its new
leader. Both the parties had to carry out theicteda campaign in the
absence of their most valuable assets in the fdrtheir leaders. The
constitutional amendments, legal injunctions andmiadstrative
measures were the issues that dominated their égnipa

The return of PML-N and PPP leaders remained amibeg
important election campaign issues for the leadadsworker of both the
parties. As expected, the party cadres rallied/titers in the name of the
two popular leaders, and thus elevated them tosiaafnunblemished
democracy. The possible return of the two leadefsrb the election
was announced from time to time in order to keepntiorale of the party
workers and the voting public high. The filing admination papers on
behalf of Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharief was seean indication of
their speculated return. It was aimed at impressimthe potential voters
that the two leaders wanted to return to the cquuatrserve the general
masses, and it was the army that kept theni*odthen the election
Commission rejected the nomination papers of Beritzitto for all the
three seats she sought to contest, Nawaz Shasef withdrew his
candidature to express solidarity with Benazir Biwut

The government openly supported the Grand Natidiignce and
went beyond even legal and structural injectiorat trad favoured the
political fortune of the alliance. As the officiddacking increasingly
involved alleged pressure tactics against the dppogarties, the latter
found a ready excuse for playing the victim. Thenpaign which was
already devoid of any serious policy debate plurigéala never ending
series of accusations about official manoeuvreaftoence the outcome
of the election. The opposition parties generaigked any convincing
campaign strategy that could mobilize the massdsey Tfound it
convenient to try to elicit public support by insastly playing on the

42  Mohammad WaseerDemocratization in Pakistan: A Study of the 2008cEbns
(Karachi: Oxford University Press, 2006), pp.121-22

43 Ibid., p.122.
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theme of the king's party. The MMA, PPP, PTI, PMLaxd several
regional and ethnic parties remained preoccupieth le alleged
interference of the regime in the election actiwtythe side of PML-Q,
NA and the Sindh Democratic Alliance (SDR).

The opposition parties criticized the constitutioamnendments of
the military regime while the pro-government pastief the GNA
remained silent on that issue. The PML-N completedijected the
constitutional amendments. It vowed to bring theppised constitutional
amendments before parliament after the electiorwder to ensure the
latter's sovereign status. It also pledged to revibie LFO immediately
after coming into power. The PPP-P criticized thatibhal Security
Council (NSC) and questioned the authority of Rlesi Musharraf to
meddle with the supreme law of the country. The-PRErmed the new
package of the constitutional amendments a thoethiet federation and a
political game to perpetuate the military rule le tcountry. The MMA
was capable of challenging to bring some troutdehd government. As
opposed to representational parties including PR PML-N, the
MMA was an alliance of mobilizational parties. lontrast of local
interests and reformist agenda of the mainstreartiepathe religious
parties displayed a commitment and approach tdigokimed at system
change and to implemergharia in the country. It ruled out any
compromise on its demand for the restoration ofl®i&3 constitution, its
parliamentary and federal nature, as well as theersimgnty of
democratic institutions The Alliance of MMA also perssed its
reservation about the devolution plan. It claimdthtt the local
governments were incompatible with the provinciadernment.

The election strategy of Alliance for Restoratioh @emocracy
(ARD) was not so obvious. It was not clear whetitemember parties
would launch any joint efforts. So far they appé&arbe poles apart-
politically speaking. The MMA had decided to ussiragle platform for
election yet their train-march remind one more ofagitation than an
election campaign. The political parties had a vitie control over
their candidates. “Enemy of my enemy is my friengids the main
consideration. It was generally observed that PRRdidates getting
support from PML-Q and vice versa. The PML-N praié@h and central
leaders curse their like-minded brethren day indamdout?

44 Ibid., pp.125-26.

45 IPRI Fact File Elections in Pakistan 2005erial No.35 (Islamabad: Islamabad
Research Institute, n.d), p.4.
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The PML-Q had emerged as the most sought aftetiqadliparty.
Yet its candidates were fighting it hard to sek tharty name to their
people. The people back in their constituenciesrwd/et reconciled to
emerging realities. The PML-Q had been advisedHgjr tworkers to
avoid using the party tag and to seek votes onopatslevel. The
election campaign so far was more dominated byissumes or parties
competing with individual influences. The candidatead no time to
make lengthy speeches underlining the contributiotineir party and its
manifesto. The candidates appeared more inter@steeltling with his
opponents on personal level and in view of the irements of the
constituency?®

In the October 2002 National Elections, there weresolid grounds
of differences and political divisions among diffat political parties.
There were no concept of leftist and rightist andchances of division
between pro-government and anti-government pabti¢ghat had been
settled. Both had agreed on the policy of ‘live detdothers live'. The
MMA had guaranteed the government that it would englkvernment-
friendly statements and in return the governmenuld/ocreate no
obstacles in their way. The PML-Q had already edrthe status of
king’s party?’ But the situation was compounded by the disqualifbn
of Ms Benazir Bhutto and Sharief family scions. SThiad riddled and
confused the active workers of the two parties twhi@y to go. They
were also confused over reports of seat adjustiretiateen the two rival
parties. At one place the candidates of PPP and-RM\ere opponents
while at the other constituency, they were in unismoppose the PML-
Q or the other parties. The simmering discontentra@mong the party
loyalist of Ms. Benazir Bhutto and Mian Nawaz Skérover this
expediency of politics disregarding principles hasdered the party
cadres rudderless. The political parties owed theistence more to the
personality cult than any political thought or coitment to any specific
cause congruent to people’s aspiratiths.

The PPP-P and PML-N of course enjoyed the suppbd big
majority of the people before the finalisation aihdidate’s lists by the
Election Commission. The seat adjustment reports deprived these
parties of the strength and vigour which was thgimy force behind
party politics. The workers were baffled to find moral force to go his

46 The Nation 10 September, 2002.
47 IPRI Fact Filg pp.6-7.
48 Dawn, 20 September 2002.
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party line or continue to oppose the traditiongbapents” The political
rhetoric emanating from lesser parties was sinyilarbre visionary than
realistic. Their muddled election talk was not mudifierent from the
mainstream parties. The PTI, for instance, appetdethe masses to
consider the unblemished past of its leadership.vanious public
addresses, the party leader Imran Khan emphasiked need to
strengthen government institution in general arglddmmitment to a
strong judiciary in particular. The party promiseducation for all and
pledged to institute a uniform education policyossrthe country. On the
other hand, various ethno-nationalist parties dekedn provincial
autonomy as the way out of the myriad problemsfatheir respective
communities, following a half century old traditiaf identity politics.
For example the campaign of Awami National PartyNBA was
dominated by a consistent demand for the rightthefNWFP. It not
only raised questions such as the payment of pyaied by WAPDA
to that province, but also upheld the rejectiorthef NFC award for its
allegedly inequitable nature along with its opgositto the Kalabagh
Dam project?

The leader of the MQM, Altaf Hussain with his newgour and
approach championed the cause of the people ohShhel indicated the
feudal class for the failure of democracy and tleicceconomic
backwardness of the country. While espousing Simgtionalism, he
upheld the rights of Sindhi people, and even tersed to invoke the UN
Charter if his demand was not met. He further detedra six year tax
holiday for new industries in Sindh and the remowéldisparity in
electricity charges between Sindh and Purjab.

Like late 1970, when majority of the religio-patitl parties formed
an alliance against the Bhutto’'s government on epwint agenda to
eject him from corridors of power, this time aldtena lapse of some 26
years, the religio-political parties formed a unidtuttahida Majlis-e-
Amal. Some other electoral alliances, like NatioAliance, headed by
Farooq Leghari and included Sind Democratic Pa8pK) and other
parties and GNA, an alliance of National Assembig #ML-Q were
also in the field> Two new political groupings fought the 2002
elections. The first was the GNA which brought tbge the so-called
king’s party of the PML-Q and the National Allianoépro-government

49 The News22 September, 2002.
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parties headed by the Millat Party of Leghari. TPRIL-Q was the
driving force of GNA. Its president was former PalmjGovernor Mian
Mohammad Azhar, while its powerful Punjab leades wervez Elahi,
one of the political family of the Chaudhry of Gatir The second new
grouping was the MMA headed by Maulana Shah AhgiNadrani;
bridged both the Sunni-Shia sectarian divide ad a®lthe doctrinal
Islamist, traditionalist one represented respelstivey the Jama’at-i-
Islami and the Jami'at-i-Ulema-i-Islam. The drivifgrce was provided
by Jama'’at-i-Islami. The serious ideological diffieces were prepared
over by a common anti-American stance. The MMA wetrthe
presence of US bases in Pakistan for the war amrien. It also
condemned the bombing of innocent Pushtuns in Afigi@n during the
conflict with the Taliban and al-Qaeda. The ambigustance of the
traditional nationalist parties in Baluchistan @hd North West Frontier
(NWFP) on these matters enabled the MMA to bitgodet the support
of the Awami National Part}?

The pre-poll environment was relatively dull forrieais reasons,
one initially being that no one really believedtttie elections would be
held. But just a couple of days before the closcagmpaigning did pick
up, most probably because money was spent witht ¢mesbandry by
politicians who had been kept away from the levadrpower for three
years. But if enthusiasm for the elections was lome could assume that
the turn out on election day would be on the logide too.

In the 2002 elections more than 70 political partparticipated.
Street slogans have always been the hallmark ofisRaks
electioneering process. In this election some ef itlieresting slogans
which caught the imagination of public at large ever

The PML-N’s popular slogan wasHathon main hath do, Sher ka
sath dd, (join hands together, side with the lion). THeRR?P chalked out
its slogan, Teer badlay ga tagdeer, Chhai gi Benazifarrow will
change the fortunes and Benazir will return). THdLF) popular
electoral slogan wasAa gai cycle, Chha Gai cy¢le(cycle will come,
cycle will dominate). The MMA also propagated itegan, ‘Kitab lay
gee hisab, kitab karay ge ehteSaibbook will take account and conduct
accountability)*

These were the slogans raised by different polipegties. But what
was perhaps more interesting about the sloganeessghat in October

53 Asian SurveyVol. XLII, No.1, January-February, 2003, p.204.
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2002 election, the voters themselves used the mig¢théocus attention
onto their issues. They made their demands veig;piRoti do vote 1d
(Vote in exchange of bread) was slogan heard imyed slum areas
that constituted thousands of voters. A few popukmgans, in the
province were, gani do vote I§ (Water for vote), Dispensary do vote
lo”, (dispensary for voteT,

The current election scenario demonstrated a thvag fight
between pro-government groupings such as the PManQ other
components of the Grand National Alliance, antigowvnent parties like
the PPP-P and PML-N and the Muttahid Majlis-e-An#dthough there
were other significant players such as the Mut@t@dumi Movement
(MQM) which had returned to electoral politics withbang, as well as
the Awami National Party (ANP) and small Balochiomalists groups.
But the overall results were obviously going to determined by the
performance of the three major groupings.The MMAI tzan obvious
campaign agenda and described the elections adeatogical position
between the forces of Islam and those who suppori\est or secular
ideas. Despite their poor showing in past electitims religious parties
believed that they could translate anti-Americantisgent into votes.
Throughout the election campaign, prominent MMA des like
Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani and Maulana Samiul Hatjrelegated
domestic, social and economic issues to the siletinoosing instead to
highlight their anti-American platform. In a way\itas their best, if not
last chance to make an impact on the Pakistaniczbte. Some key
MMA leaders privately admit, however that they wesging no more
than 10 to 15 National Assembly seats. This wooldetheless represent
a significant improvement on the past performarfaelmious parties®

Among the regional group in the field, the Muttahi@Qaumi
Movement was likely to emerge as the single largesty in the Sind
Assembly. The MQM was also expected to win a langenber of
National Assembly seats from urban Sindh and cpldg a leading role
in the case of a huge parliament, which was to He most likely
outcome. All the major political parties were taigi big, at least in
public, sounding assured of victory. However, nayaeemed capable
of securing a clear majority. But the shifting ofalties and forced seat
adjustments witnessed in the run-up to October ihinust had given
the PML-Q an obvious edge over the competitiontigaarly in the
Punjab. This might be simply the military regimaask of cobbling
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together a compliant government as smaller groupke four provinces
would immediately fall in line to create a majorifjhe real battle was
expected to start once parliament was installed thadformation of a
coalition was linked to the selection of the newrer minister’

The general assessment about the election hasthaeit would
produce a hung parliament. No one party would ble &b show a
majority in the lower house of the parliament. Tivats because the two
main parties had been decapitated by General Miaghtrough the
ouster of Ms Benazir and Nawaz Sharief, and orteerh the PML, had
been split down the middle. While the PPP vote baak considered to
be intact despite the Millat Party and Sherpamggis, the PML-N was
expected to face tough competition from some ofdtsmer bigwigs in
the PML-Q. One opinion was that, the elections yeiar were no longer
polarized according to parties but according tespealities, and since
the big vote-getters were in the PML-Q, it was BML-Q which would
have the highest number of seats. That would seahe@l Pervez
Musharraf down to the ground. The party would béleable and would
not protest too much if he chosen his favouritetlzs next prime
minister>®

Analysis of the 2002 National Elections Results

Elections in the developing countries like Pakisitavitably elicit
comments about their extent of fairness and imglésti In the West and
other advanced countries, however, the leadershehéelonging to the
government or opposition, quietly bow before theogle's verdict
without attempting to find fault with the processdugh which it has
been obtained. In fact public opinion is so highggarded that the
thought of tampering with the well-stream lined ggss never enters the
minds of those responsible for its execution. Oe dther hand, in
developing societies there is a general tendencthéolosing side to cry
foul.

The basic characteristic that distinguished thesks from the last
four elections were peculiar. First in term of oa#ircontext, the October
2002 elections were held under a military regingejral1985, with the
difference that political parties participated hese election, learning a
lesson from the bycott disaster of MRD days. Théitipal parties
decided to take part in the polls despite certastrictions. The second
most important fact, which distinguished these tedas, was that the

57 Ibid., p.21.
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leadership of two mainstream parties, the PML-N @nedPPP, who had
dominated the electoral scene in the last fourtieles, were excluded
from electoral contest. More than a hundred leagioliticians, former
ministers and ex-MPs were out of the electoral gtteer for being non-
graduate or for some other reasons. The heavy teljhby the new
election laws included also Benazir and Nawaz $hHnie condition that
twice elected Prime Ministers or Chief Ministersul not be elected
for the third time, virtually eliminated the chascef these two former
prime ministers to assume the office for the thinde. They were also
disqualified to contest the polls. Many other leadpoliticians stood
disqualified for not have university degrees to tesh the elections.
Akbar Bugti, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, his son MurtaZahar Ayub Khan,
Yousaf Raza Gilani, Abdus Sattar Laleka were amrihem>
However, the Government of Pakistan invited variowgional and
international observer groups to monitor the GdnElactions held on
10 October, 2002.

During these elections, the interest of internaticommunity was
more visible as appears from the fact that the Commealth Secretariat
and the European Union Electoral Observer Missidid-EOM) had
sent missions well before the general electionsiclivhvere held in
October 2002. The Government always welcomed therrational
Community to observe the general elections. ThetiBle Commission,
however, remained completely impartial and nonigant in inviting the
observer. It had arranged briefing sessions irCii@mission Secretariat
as well as in the offices of provincial Election r@missioners for
International Observers. Entry passes were issu#tetn for visiting the
polling stations of their choice. They were alseegi necessary briefing
material relating to the general elections.

It was generally felt by independent observers that military
government of General Pervez Musharraf createdfesun the way of
the leaders of mainstream parties i.e., Nawaz Saad Benazir Bhutto
in order to keep them away from the electorate landbringing about
large scale defection particularly from the PML-HI this created
electoral space for the MMA. It was in this contéxat the traditional
political leadership considered the latter to be tbstablishment's
product, created for the specific function of agtas a counterweight to
the PPP, PML-N, ANP and MQM. However, the scale MiflA’s
success surprised both its supporters and oppofients
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In the 2002 national elections a total of severfitsed political
parties participated, out of which only seventeenld manage a place
on the score sheet while the rest of the partiagep their role only to
the extent of participation. Pakistan Muslim Leagdeaid-i-Azam has
emerged as the single largest party with 77 sétisever, it received
fewer votes as compared to Pakistan People PamtjarRantarians,
which won only 62 seats. The PML-Q received 7.38ioni votes or
24.8 percent of the votes polled whereas the PPReP7.39 million
votes or 25.01 percent of the total votes polldae Situation of the six
religio-political parties, the MMA surprised manpservers by winning
52 seats, including seven independents from tihaltareas who were
elected with MMA's backing. But it seemed that MMAVictory was
mainly in the areas where relatively fewer votesrewpolled, as it
received just over 3.29 million votes, and its @iegpercentage comes to
11.10 percent of the total. In comparison, the PNMixon mere 14 seats.
However, its candidates polled a total of 3.32 imillvotes or 11.23
percent, slightly higher than that of the MMAThe pro-government
party PML-Q got more seats as compared to otheladimg PPP and
PML-N. The new entry of Islamist coalition emergén third largest
group on the national level.

These elections were unique in many ways. It waskada by
controversy and intrigues, the emergence of a Hassof politicians,
the absence of ideology, the return of the religioinorities to the
political mainstream and a significantly great nembof women
candidates. Although the mainstream politiciansenearred from the
contest yet the fact remained that no politicaltypasf any repute
boycotted these elections. This high level of piéition had lent at least
a semblance of credibility to these electifns.

On provincial level the electoral situation wastquiredictable. The
Punjab sided with the military establishment, mairdue to the
Chaudhry of Gujrat. The PML-Q emerged as the ldrgesty by
winning 68 seats out of 148 National Assembly seditsreas the PPP-P
managed to win 35 National Assembly seats fromPRtgjab province.
The next in cadre was PML-N which won 14 seats fritni@ whole
province. Although the PPP-P and PML-N could notnate to get
majority National Assembly seats yet the PPP-Pwgtés even more
than the votes won by the PML-Q. While in Sindlgugh, the situation
proved to be uglier than any other province. Withe tmilitary
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establishment desperately seeking to dent the PR#ts on this key

southern province, its lackeys in the National &llie and the various
factions of the PML left few stones unturned tofkéee party in check.
But the PPP hit back with as much force and aetiteof the day, led the
seats tally with 27 out of the 61 national assend®ats from this

province. The MQM while losing some key constituendn its urban

strongholds, was still able to notch up a tallyi8f What was surprising,
though, was the ability of smaller entities suchhesPML-F and the NA

to win some seats to help them become playersempdst-poll power

struggle.

The PPP-P emerged as the largest party in Sindibyinvg 27 out
of 61 national assembly seats whereas MQM managednt 13 seats.
MMA got six national assembly seats, National Alta and PML-Q
five seats each, PML-F three seats, and one eadWubajir Qaumi
Movement and an independent candidate.

In the October 2002 national elections, the newyemf the
Islamists coalition, the MMA, emerged the thirdgest group on the
national level and it captured strong position amkimum seats in the
Pakhtun-majority areas of NWFP. The success of Mhl#is province
was a big upset to the nationalist groups partibuta Awami National
Party because it was the first time when they fatefdat by the hands of
Mullahs. The ANP suffered the heaviest defeatohistory. It failed to
win even a single national assembly seat fromphisince. Its policy of
seat adjustments with the PPP-P was unpopularthgthivorkers of both
parties. So the MMA defeated the rest of the malitiparties in the
NWFP and secured twenty nine national assemblyg sedatof thirty five
seats whereas PML-Q got four and PPP-Sherpao wosdats.

During these elections, the MMA, PML-Q, JWP, BNRI&MAP
were expected to be the main contesters while mgalith the national
assembly elections from Balochistan. In the Pakbelh the PMAP was
contesting against the JUI-F, which was equallyutexpon both sides of
the ethnic divide. The PML-Q popularly known as théng's Party”,
appeared to be in a strong position since mosttddhistan’s traditional
political families were contesting from its platfer However, the
constituency wise result showed that MMA while @sting on national
assembly seats from Balochistan got victory onssats, PML-Q two
seats and one each by NA, BNP, JWP, PML-N, PMAP and
independent candidate.



