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Abstract

The rise and popularity of the Muslim League in d@listan is
indeed a fascinating chapter in the study of pmitdevelopment in an
area characterized by ethnic and tribal divisiamban/rural rifts, and
personality clashes. Less than a decade’s presefvthe League,
Balochistan had become a part of the Sub-contigerdtional politics.
Whereas one could attribute this success to adidsictors, i.e., it was
essentially the able leadership of Quaid-i-Azam Btamad Ali Jinnah
(onwards Jinnah) and his understanding of the godiitical
environment of Balochistan where propagation oferist views was
replaced by a careful and conscious program of mpumdation and
reconciliation of interests, particularly betweée tvarious ethnic, tribal,
and social groups in the province. However, thees wo gainsaying
that, in addition, to Jinnah’'s able political leestep; it was also the
appeal of Islam and the demand for a separate lamohefor the
Muslims, which, in the end, moved the people ofoBhistan. The paper
deals with the establishment of the BalochistanlMukeague (onwards
League) and all these developments happening thitigjiperiod of the
last decade of the British Raj

Since 1920's the most popular demand in Balochistais the
introduction of constitutional and political refosmat par with the rest of
the country. This demand was voiced not only byféve educated elite
but also by some enlightened tribal chiefs andKhan of Kalat who
wanted to see Balochistan as a full politicallycensmous province. The
Khan knew that his state would also benefit fronesth measures
provided his status was not challenged. The disageat between the
Sardars and the other parties was on the sociakeadomic reforms,
which were aimed at the eradication of the tribatesm. The All-India
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Muslim League (onwards AIML), was the only partatihad advocated
the cause of political reforms in Balochistan sii€27* Jinnah wanted
as many Muslim-majority provinces as he possibluyldoget in the
evolving political system of India, anticipatinggry rightly, that one day
this issue will determine the destiny of the Mugliim South Asia. The
Balochistan political leaders knew that he wasahly leader who could
make a difference in the lives of the people ofdBhistan. They
frequently visited Jinnah's house in Bombay. Fatance, Nawab Mir
Yusuf Aziz Magsi, both before his departure to Engl and after his
return to India in 1935 visited Jinn&MThis contact proved useful and
helped determine the contours of Balochistan palithistory. Jinnah
was known both as advocate of the cause of thardnliuslims as well
as a leader who could lead the Muslims out of thegsent difficulties.

In 1935, after his return to India, from his seifgosed exile in
London, Jinnah launched a hectic campaign to rarorg the AIML
with a renewed vigour and enthusiasm. So far tregue was a party of
the elite and was confined to annual sessions.€eThers hardly any
participation of the masses. Thus, the re-orgaioizaif the party was no
mean task. However, several factors went on to Ihidpcause and
contribute to the popularity of the AIML. One wasetMuslim mass
contact campaign that was aimed at mobilizing theslivhs in pursuit of
their special demands and interests as a commuiigysecond was the
distressful rule of the Indian National Congresswards Congress) in
several provinces of India in 1937-39. The Congrats in fact, gave
the Muslims, a rallying point in their struggle fpolitical interests.
Many enlightened Baloch leaders stepped forwardj@neéd hands with
Jinnah and the League. The third factor was thénhety of the Second
World War, which unlike the Congress leadershimndh correctly
assessed to be prolonged and to result eventumllige victory of the
British and their allies. Last but not the leasindh was keen to re-
organize the League in the Muslim-majority provimcas well. In
January 1939, a young lawyer from Balochistan, Qéahammad lIsa,
went to Bombay, he had recently returned from BEmdjlafter studying
law.? Jinnah was impressed with him, and, indeed, asditpim the task

1 Syed Noor Ahmad\artial Law Say Martial Law TaKLahore, 1970), Urdu, pp.
79-81.

2 Shariful Mujahid,Quaid-i-Azam and His Times: A Compendium, Vol. 876t
1937Karachi, 1990), p. 196. “On January 31, 1935, dinmet Nawab Yusuf Ali
Khan of Baluchistan for the last time at his MalaHdl residence. He had met him
several times before, and had discussed with hencdimditions in Baluchistan.”

3 Qazi Muhammad lIsa, “Quaid-i-Azam Meri Zindagi itaChand Jhalkian"Mah-i-
Nao(Islamabad, November-December, 1976), pp. 229-Q3Qi Isa wrote that;
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of reorganizing the League in Balochistan. The uedgad recently been
established in Balochistan thanks to efforts ofwa €nlightened Muslim
leaders of Quetta.

According to Abdul Ghafoor Khan Durrahia certain Dr. Syed
Fazal Shah, after realizing the necessity of estsibg a branch of the
AIML in Balochistan, consulted some of his clossasates. In early
1938, about fifty prominent Muslims met at the Méédrket in Quetta
presided by Malik Jan Muhammad Kansi and discuseedmatter at
some length. The meeting resolved to urge the Mhgstif Balochistan to
join the League. Just after this inaugural sessitm® enlistment
campaign for new membership was launched in andndrduetta,
which was further expanded to other adjacent areas.

By the end of the year, Qazi Isa had returned t@ttQufrom
London. He was approached by the founding leadetheonew party
who were in search of a prominent person like Qsaito lead it to
success. He was elected as the new President ofPtbeincial
Balochistan Muslim League (Onwards BML). He provam asset in
promoting the influence of the AIML in Balochistan.

But with the inception of the party few problems dirise when one
of the founder of one of the branch of the LeagmeBalochistan,
Muhammad Ismail Nausherwani belonging to the Bahtah Mazloom
Labour Union, Quetta, wrote a letter to Liaquat Khan complaining
the hostile behaviour of the BML leaders. He furttigeatened to resign
the BML and to join the Congress if their complamsre not addressed.
He claimed to have established his branch at Qoett&pril 10, 1939 at

He had already seen Jinnah in 1934 at London winerdead gone for his studies
and had idealized him. Secondly he went on annalial tour before settling at
Karachi for his legal practice. At Bombay Race Geuground he was introduced
with Jinnah by his friend Nawab Tallah Muhammad Khthe ruler of Palanpur
State. Jinnah invited him to a Lunch at his houert mlay. After Lunch Jinnah
spent a sufficient time with him and discussedtpsliof Balochistan and assigned
him the task of organization of a branch of Muslisague over there.

4 Khan Abdul Ghafoor Khan Durrardainah (Quetta, 1997), Urdu, pp. 6-8. Also
Interview with him at Quetta on April 2, 2001.

5 Arif Seemabi Sialkoti in an article,”Quaid-i-AzaAur Balochistan,”Mah-i-Nao
(Islamabad, 1976), pp.235-237, he writes aboutfdbaedation of the Balochistan
branch of the AIML, that, “In Summer of 1938 a jpalist from Multan namely
Abdul Jamil Abdul Karim appeared at Quetta andtsthkeeklyAl-Farooq and
also founded a branch of AIML and its inauguralsg®ms was held at MacMahon
Park, Quetta with a few participants.”

6 Chhota Aligargh,Journal of the Islamia High School, Quettal. I, n.d. pp.15-30.
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the direction of Sir Seth Abdullah HarobrThe ensuing period also
witnessed another dimension of political developinehat is, the
Pashtoon and the Baloch divide. Most of the Pashpmpulation lived
in the directly administered areas of Balochistdmergas; the Baloch
population was mainly concentrated in indirectlyn@istered zone or in
the Balochistan states. Gradually, this divisioarted showing in the
composition of political parties. This divide be@mmore visible
especially in 1940’s when the Baloch/Pashtoon leadafaar Jamali and
Qazi Isa respectively clashed severely. Such difféal claims and
opposition was natural in the split society like I®&distan having
divided on ethnic lines specially. Qazi Isa beingashtoon had his own
liking and disliking and priorities. Such things meereported to the
central party officé.Qazi defended his position in a lengthy lettethi®
Secretary All India Muslim League, Liaquat Ali Khan
| as the President of the Provincial League, ath cirying on without
having formed the Working Committee, and the otbifice holders; nor
do | intend to doing so in the near future, becaursz these office holders
are announced, | would at once create an oppositibith would not be
an opposition to the cause but to the personaggpointed. Therefore |
intend using every individual to help me in theirospheres of influence
to enlist as many members as possible. Such pemsoonkl be sort of
lieutenants and thus no question of tribal jealesisivould be tempered
with... | always try to keep their Mulla with ne.

Qazi Isa convened the first session of the re-argdnBML at
Quetta from June 10-11, 1939. Again writing to lagAli Khan, Qazi
Isa demanded to send the speakers for the sesSiamvi type of
people would be very helpful, who should play oa Elamic sentiments
of the people.” He justified his point of view wrig,”It has come to my
knowledge that the Congress party intend sendimgAftaullah Shah
Bokhary. We do not want that they should have betpmakers than

ours.™  This session was presided over by Syed Zakirwhlo was

7 Freedom Movement Archive¢OnwardsFMA), with the National Institute of
Historical and Cultural Research, Islamabad. VBB.A etter dated, June 20, 1939.
pp. 6-8. Liaquat Ali Khan replied this letter cotisg him, Ibid, p.11.

8 FMA, Vol.293 Letters from Jaafar Jamali, Vice President, BML Roesident
Committee of Action, AIML, Delhi dated January 11944, complaining against
Qazi Isa, pp. 82-85. Another letter from JamalLiaquat Ali Khan dated, March
31, 1944, pp. 55-57. There was also a firing incide a BML meeting held at Usta
Mohammad in which there were few deaths and cassak report was sent to the
Chairman Committee of Action, AIML, Delhi, on May031947 by Qazi Isa
blaming Jaafar Jamali for the mish&blA, VOL, 371pp. 52-73.

9 FMA, VOL. 293] etter dated May 16, 1939, pp. 2-3.
10 Ibid. Letter dated May 22, 1939, p. 4.
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invited from the United Provinces (U.P.), espeyidtr this purpose.
Contrary to the expectations of the authorities Whd never witnessed
more than a few hundred delegates in the meetifigdheo political
organizations, th&Veekly Intelligence Summafynwardswls), reported
the presence of about three thousand participantsis meetingl.l The
presence of Prince Abdul Karim, brother of the KlodrKalat, made it
even more noteworthy. Another important featuréhef conference was
that it was also attended by a large number célti@ardars from various
tribes like the Achakzai, Bugti, Jogezai, Kansi, ndakhel, Rind,
Shahwani, etc. It must be mentioned here that wiogte Sardars were
disappointed with the attitude of the Kalat Statgidbhal Party (onwards
the National Party), because of its anti-tribaliand its association with
the Congress.

It was an amazing achievement of the BML that bseaof its
carefully and consciously drawn programme, it walg o attract such a
large number of people from all walks of life. Inig context, it was
important to bear in mind that the League leadprsls essentially pro-
British. It did not want to defy the British, asathwould have created
more sufferings for the already suppressed peojpleBalochistan.
Secondly, the social transformation of the provifrcen a purely tribal
society to a radical, egalitarian system also seefae-fetched and
fraught with dangers of intra-tribal conflicts. TAéML knew what had
to be its priorities in Balochistan. As Qazi Is#femhis election as the
President of the BML, an office that he held foe thext twelve years,
exclaimed: “The Muslims of Balochistan are Muslifinst, Balochi next
and Indian third™? Within a month, the newly elected President claime
that this new branch of the Muslim League had setlpusand
supporters.

Qazi Isa was particularly successful his home tdishin. He was
able to win over the religious groups. In a meetihg00 Ulema held on
June 25, 1939, Qazi Isa assured them that the Mustiague would
never act against the Shariat. In return, the Ulessured him of their
full support. Earlier, Nawab Muhammad Khan Jogdrad pledged to
support the “Old Islam” (AIML) and to oppose “Nevsldm” (the
Congress and thénjuman-i-Watan(onwards Watar), led by Abdul
Samad AchakzdfIn fact, the BML was mainly dominated by Pashtoons
and non-Baluch elements usually drawn from YMatan On July 14,

11 Extracts From Weekly Intelligence Summaries ofidriBaluchistan, OIOC No.
L/P&S/12/3219(onwardswI1S), June 16, 1939.

12  Ibid.
13 Zamindar Lahore, June 30, 1939.
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1939, the BML workers patrolled Quetta city wittapards and posters
advising the public not to attend tk¢atan’sfirst annual conference, as
it was an ally of the Congress.

The major problem of Balochistan was the lack ofitigal
leadership. The tribal chiefs, enfeebled under Bréish-controlled
Sardari system could not do much, since they deggbheavily on the
British power and treasury. Secondly, the Sardacslearned to depend
on the British administrators who had assumed dofe af arbitrators in
conflicts between themselves and the tribes.

Qazi Isa was against those Sardars only who wdrsesvient to the
British rulers and, thus, were prepared to do angtto please them. He
was, however, on very good terms with those Sandaswere humane,
progressive and patriotic and cared for the peopl8alochistan. For
example, he valued the friendship of Sardar GhiNarhammad Tareen,
Sardar Baz Khan Jogezai, Sardar Abdul Ghaffar kkarakzai, and the
like. Under Qazi Isa’s presidency, the BML openeahiches in all parts
of Balochistan. It carefully chalked out a progreor the social,
economic and political uplift of the Muslims. The uMlims of
Balochistan thus forged links with their countetplarethren in other
parts of British India.

Jinnah was well aware of the political developmémtBalochistan.
He sent quite a few prominent Muslim leaders tooBhistan to study the
situation and present the League viewpoint to theslivh masses of the
area. Prominent leaders who visited Balochistatudezi, among other,
Nawab Bahadur Yar Jang, Maulana Abdul Hamid BadiayMaulana
Zafar Ali Khan and Liaquat Ali Khan. They tourecetarea and helped
turn the public opinion in favour of the League miodf view. The first
such tour was reported by thiéeekly Intelligence Summany August 4,
1939, when Maulana Zafar Ali Khan reached Quettauly 28, 1939,
and was warmly welcomed at the Railway Station. rE¥éaksars
presented him a Guard of Honour. The same daydteessed a public
meeting at Quetta. There were some 14,000 pantitspat the venu®.
The Maulana declared that Muslims were a separatiemand not a
“minority”. He condemned the pro-Hindu and anti-Nions policies of
the Congres¥ On August 1, 1939, he went to Fort Sandeman. Exé n
day, he visited Loralai along with Qazi Isa andradded a big public

14  Ibid., July 16, 1939.
15 WIS August 4, 1939.
16 Zamindar, August 5, 1939.



The Balochistan Muslim League 45

meeting. On August 4, he sought an interview withaK of Kalat who
contributed five hundred rupees to the Muslim Leagund'’

Qazi Isa’s first priority was to establish the BMiranches in
Quetta, the most important centre of political \dtiéis in the province.
Due to his preoccupation in holding public meetiags tours, he could
not attend to the organizational matters of theypdfor example, till
August 1939, he could not form the Working Comneitté the party to
which he was elected President a couple of morgfsré® The hostile
parties, especiallyWwatan tried to make political capital out of this
situation and encouraged factional leaders like &mumad Ismail
Nowsherwani, one of the founders of a branch of BiMho was in close
contact with Abdul Samad Achakzai, the head of tWé&atan
Nowsherwani became the self-styled leader of theuhg Party of
Baluchistan Muslim League™

In the meanwhile, Jinnah decided to give a propprasentation to
Balochistan in the AIML Working Committee. He infoed Qazi Isa that
he had reserved five seats for Balochistan in bwve mentioned body
and that he should send him suitable names foptingose. On August
27, 1939 Qazi Isa, accompanied Prince Abdul Katimmther of the
Khan of Kalat and a few other leaders of the BMiermded the meeting
of the Council of the League at Deffliln September 1939, he along
with Prince Abdul Karim, Arbab Karam Khan, Malik Abllah, Abdul
Ghaffar Khan Achakzai and Nawab Mehrab Bugti attehthe meeting
of the League Working Committee, held at Delhi. @is occasion,
Jinnah himself announced the affiliation of the BMith the All-India

17  Ibid. August 7, 1939.

18 FMA, VOL. 293 Letter dated August 12, 1939, pp.11-12. Qazi Is#ested to
Liagat Ali Khan, “You have written to a person whas nothing to do with our
office, and | doubt if he is our member even... Bhy thing | can gather from this
is that you people at the centre have no faith | an my work.” He further
suggested to enquire through Syed Zakir Ali Shah Maulana Zafar Ali Khan or
to visit himself to understand the real situatibraquat Ali Khan invited him to
come to Delhi for discussion and to attend the imgebf the League to be
convened there on August 27, 1939.

19 Inamul Hag Kausadido Jihad-i-Azadi Main Balochistan Ka Kirddtslamabad,
1976), Urdu, pp. 37-39. Nausherwani had alreadfemifl with the provincial
League leadership.

20 Ibid. Also FMA, VOL. 293 etter dated August 14, 1939, p.14. Liaquat Aliakh
asked him to send five names from Balochistan fullhaddresses to be nomited to
the AIML Working Committee.
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Muslim Leagué’ and called upon Qazi Isa to come to the stage and
address the participants. Qazi Isa was greeted eathiusiastically.
Jinnah appointed him the member of the All Indiashtu League
Working Committee. He was the youngest member «f Hupreme
body?

After his return from Delhi, Qazi Isa held a megtiof BML
Working Committee at Quetta on September 30. Inwvief the
opposition of theWatan and the Congress towards the British war
efforts, the meeting resolved to favour the Briti8hole-heartedly”
without any reservations following the AIML line afction. The pro-
Britisrzlgstance of the mother party was also redlddh this resolution of
BML.

As a matter of fact, the League had very few opstiorhey were
already disappointed with the attitude of the Cesgr during its
provincial rule of India in 1937-39. Thus, it wastrsurprising that the
League was happy to celebrate the ‘Day of Delivesarafter the
resignation of Congress ministries. However, reacth Balochistan to
the League’s policy was mixed. So far as the Bhslim and pro-
Hindu policies of the Congress government were idened, the
Muslims of Balochistan commonly hated the CongreBat they
approved its anti-British stand at the same time do their own
grievances against the British and were disappaiatehe attitude of the
League in helping the British during the war yeditse result was that a
split took place in the BML. Partly out of thiscibtomy and partly
because of the growing popularity of Qazi Isa, latieely less known
member of BML, Atta Muhammad, headed a splinteugrasho wanted
to remove Qazi Isa from the party leadership. Péffiees also surfaced
over the nomination of Mehrab Bugti as a memberthaf Working
Committee. Qazi Isa was also accused of havingtatdrial attitude and
Master Yar Mohammed, one of the dissenters, eveiue@ to present a
vote of no confidence against hifnThe initial response of the Sardars
towards the Muslim League was supportive. But withpassage of time
when they realized that Qazi Isa represented pilyrthe interests of the

21 FMA, VOL. 293,Letter dated September 8, 1939, p.14. The SegrétfviL
informed Qazi Isa about the affiliation of the Baitsstan Muslim League (onwards
BML) with the AIML.

22  Kausarlido Jihadpp. 37-38.

23 FMA, VOL. 293 etter dated November 2, 1939, p. 15. The resmiwiso thanked
and appreciated the AIML to have given represeamtatd the BML in its high
forums.

24  FMA, VOL. 293pp.11-12.
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lower middle urban class and was not always respens their narrow,
tribal interests, they started creating problentshfm and the League in
the province. However, there was not much that tteyld do because
the BML was now a part of the larger, all-India @ngzation. Very soon,
their disappointments and frustrations were to bmvded in the new
enthusiasm of the Muslims of Balochistan for Pakistlea generated by
the Lahore Resolution.

The Muslim League leaders were conscious of theé-Baiiish
feelings of the people of Balochistan. They alsevkrthat the British
would not tolerate anti-British activities in anear like Balochistan,
which, strategically, was perceived more sensitihan any other part of
British India. A pronouncedly pro-British Muslim dder from the
Punjab, Malik Feroz Khan Noon, visited Quetta addrassed a public
meeting on September 29, 1939, praising the BriBsivernment, and
appealing to the Muslims to help the British initivear against the Axis
powers?

Loralai was a stronghold of the BML due to the supmf local
religious leaders. Qazi Isa had admitted havingidea of using the
religious wicket and to play this religious card gmt popularity
especially in the religious minded Pashtoon socigetyact, Haji Zaman,
Imam of Loralai Jamia Mosque, in a public meetimjdhon October 6,
condemned the speecheslamiat-ul-Ulama-i-Islam(OnwardsJamia)?®
leaders demanding the ouster of British from Inéia.warned: “If they
were driven out it would result in tHRam Raj(Hindu-Raj)". He praised
the British government for its policy of religiotislerance. He advised
the Muslims to join the Muslim League and help Brdish in its war
efforts?’

The BML was very well aware and conscious of thebpgms
Muslims faced in other parts of India. On one sacbasion, the BML
responded and raised a voice against firing on medrMuslims in
Sindh (The Manzal Gah Mosque, Sukkur, firing ca8NIL Working
Committee held a meeting on November 22, 1839nd decided to
convene a public meeting on November 24, to shair ttoncern for
their Sindhi brethren. Accordingly, a public megtinvas held in

25 Ibid. October 6, 1939.

26 A Pan-Islamic, pro-Ottoman Caliph and pro-Cesgr party founded by the
Khilafatists and Deoband Ulema in 1919.

27 Ibid., October 13, 1939.

28 FMA, VOL. 293 Telegram from Qazi Isa to the Secretary AIML, Delttated
November 21, 1939, p. 17. “Holding special meetmmorrow morning regarding
Sukkur riots and Manzalgah.”
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McMahon Park, Quetta on November 24. About 110(pfeeattended.
Qazi Isa presided over the meeting and Maulvi SkatguSecretary,
Sind Muslim League, and other leaders made fieegspes?

The AIML had started a campaign to expose the MoSHm
policies of the Congress ministries (1937-39), ampbointed several
committees to prepare detailed reports on the wgrkf these ministries
highlighting, in particular, the discrimination aatrocities meted out to
the Muslims® These reports were widely publicized and when the
Congress finally decided to resign from the mimnéstr Jinnah asked the
Muslims and other minorities to celebrate the “[dyDeliverance” on
December 22, 1939. The BML also participated irs¢heelebrations and
distributed Jinnah’'s message througHslamthe newspaper of the party
across the width and breadth of Balochistan.

During August 1939, The AIML moved the issue ofdaluction of
political reforms in Balochistan but the Congressd athe British
Government officials opposed the move and got jected. The
Propaganda Secretary of BML, Dr. Ghulam Nabi tookice of it and
wrote a detailed note about it firstly thanking theaty and its member,
Ghulam Bhik for presenting the case and furthegéee arguments to
support the issue. He pleaded that the populatfoBatochistan was
868,615 not 136,000 as quoted by the authorifies.

The Muslim press of Lahore fully supported the Balacause.
Whenever a Baloch leader visited Lahore, he waseid\by the editors
and publishers of the newspapers for discussiohankBahadur Arbab
Karam Khan and Arbab Abdul Aziz visited the offiadfEhsan, Ingilab
Shahbazand, Zamindaron February 9, 1940, “inducing the editors to
favour the reforms in Balochistan”. They also appitted the Nawab of
Mamdot, President of the Punjab Muslim League fersapport? Their
demands included the abolition of the Jirga andl&aiSystems, which
were obviously aimed at the removal of authorit@sen of the Sardars.
There was a strong rumour that Qazi Isa had draftesbsolution to that
effect which was to be moved in the Central LegigdaAssembly of

29 Ibid., November 28, 1939.

30 Aziz, K.K., Muslims Under Congress Rule; 1937-39 Vols.1&Blamabad,1978-
79). The Reports were, The Pirpur Repddmiat-ul-Ulema-i-HindResolution
A.K.Fazlul Hag's Report and The Shareef Report.

31 Al-Islam Quetta, December 15, 1939.
32 FMA, VOL. 293pp.18-20.
33 WIS,February 16, 1940.
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India. Few conservative Sardars got naturally upsdth these
developments?

There were a good number of Baloch students amial&ollege,
Lahore. They were encouraged by the local Muslmdédes to take active
part in politics. The Muslim journals of Lahore ds® provide them a
proper coverage. A report of a meeting in a newspapLahore showed
that Baloch students of Islamia College Lahore Hadned “The
Balochistan Students Union” on February 20, 1840ffice bearers of
this organization were also elected.

When the All-India Muslim League decided to putwiard the
demand for a separate homeland for the MuslimssiLdhore session
scheduled on March 22-24, 1940, preparations stadé over
Balochistan to contribute to its success. A meetiighe BML was
convened on February 26, 1940 to discuss ways aahsnto support
AIML. It was decided that fifteen members and thiktolunteers in
uniform would be proceeding to Lahore. Prince Abidatim announced
a donation of twenty decorated belts and two huhgleeds cloth for the
uniform of volunteers. Eventually, a strong conéingfrom Balochistan
left for Lahore to participate in the historic Sess®

A smart Balochi headed the Guard of Honour presetatedinnah at
the Lahore Railway Station upon his arrival. Qaa, Irepresenting the
province of Balochistan, forcefully seconded thendr@ Resolutiori’
Impressed by their zeal and enthusiasm at the asgsiiree Baloch
students Fazal Ahmad Ghazi, Malik Abdullha Jan Kansad Fateh
Muhammed Baloch, along with Qazi Isa, were invibgdlinnah to a tea
party®® In a meeting with Sardar Muhammed Usman Khan Jigez
Jinnah advised him to expand the party into vilkadde told him, “Take
young students with you and organize mini-Leagubsoughout
Balochistan™®®

The Lahore Resolution was welcomed by the peopatdchistan.
A public meeting was held at Pishin. The meetinghasiastically
approved the Resolution. Prominent participantsew@ardar Ghulam
Muhammad Tareen, Arbab Karam Khan Kansi, Haji Rahhad
Doomer, and Sardar Usman Jogezai. Later, some peninieaders also

34 Ibid., March 1, 1940.

35 Ehsan Lahore, February 23, 1940.

36 Jang,Quetta, March 27, 1987.

37 Ibid.

38 Interview with Fazal Ahmad Ghazi April 1, 2001.
39 Aulas,(Pashtu, Salnamah, Quetta), 1968. pp.16-17.
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met at Jogezai's residence at Qila Saifullah, gopfr@ved the Lahore
Resolution

To project and popularize the idea of Pakistan andxplain the
Lahore Resolution to the Baloch mas$e®azi Isa, on Jinnah’s advice,
invited Maulana Abdul Hamid Badayuni for a visit &alochistan.
Maulana Badayuni toured Balochistan from April 18-2940. During
the visit, he addressed public meetings at RojQaretta and Pishin. In
his speeches, he strongly criticized the Congress the so-called
‘nationalist’ Muslim leaders. He charged the Khita€ommittee, formed
in 1919, having spent seventy thousands rupeesgysiject Gandhi’s
image and make him a national level ledder.

Yusuf Ali Magasi was a torch bearer of Balochissamolitical
awakening. He contributed a lot for the cause oftation in Balochistan
and hence he was regarded as the Sir Syed of BstashHe met a
tragic death at Quetta on May 31, 1935 earthquBkéh the BML and
the Watanheld him in high esteem. The BML celebrated theafjdsi
Day” on May 31, 1940, and held a public meetin@Qattta. Prominent
leaders addressed the meeting. Maulvi Nurul Haq avees of the main
speakers. He condemned th@miat members who, according to him,
used to go t&Wardhaand present themselves before Gandhi with folded
hands and bowed heatisSuch condemnations not only hurt the cause of
the Jamiatand its supporters in the Congress but paved thefar the
popularity of League in the province.

With the passage of time, the meetings of BML ethrattracting
more and more people from Balochistan and othds pdiindia. On July
26-28, 194d* the annual conference of BML was addressed by ueag
leaders from the U.P. such as Maulana Abdul Hamédiaguni and
Liaquat Ali Khan® Jinnah was also invited but he could not come
because of illness. In a message read at the eowferhe exhorted the
people of Balochistan to “organize, unite and stagdthe policy of
AIML like a block of steel and we shall succeed aedlize our goal®
The conference pressed for constitutional reforms Bialochistan,
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electoral system in Quetta Municipal Committee, dechanded that all
Muslim teaching institutions should be affiliateditiw the Aligarh
Muslim University. In his Presidential Address, d¢imt Ali Khan
proclaimed:
Your province of Balochistan, on account of its giaphical situation,
holds a unique position. The people of the proviamethe gatekeepers of
India and for that reason at least, if for nothétge, God has made them of
fine physiqgue and martial temperament. The BritSbhvernment has
treated the province most unjustly, so much sda, itegparallel cannot be
given anywhere else in IndfA.

So far, theKhaksarparty of Balochistan had been quite close to the
BML. They had been supporting the League’s programemd its
activities. In this conference, théhaksarscame in large numbers. In
turn, the leaders of the League expressed theif gnid concern over the
incident of firing at the&Khaksargathering on March 19940 at Lahore.
Some speakers in the second annual BML conferegickat Quetta on
March 25, 1941 strongly condemned the Punjab PreBiieSikandar
Hayat Khan, for his role in the firing on th¢haksars Malik Jan
Muhammad was most vocal in this condemnation. Kinalresolution in
favour ofKhaksarsand expressing confidence in the leadership ofabin
and Allama Inayatullah Khan Mashrigi was pas¥ed.

The first “Pakistan Day” was celebrated at Quettdh wgreat
enthusiasm. A large procession was taken out orciMa8, 1941. Qazi
Isa took salute of the Muslim League National Ge4tdn fact, after
this event BML became more active and started gpatiing in the
League sessions all over India. In April, Qazi lsé the party delegates
and National Guards to the AIML annual session ha¢lbladras in April
19412°

A well-attended session of the BML was held at @ueh May 31,
1941°" The party continued to hold its sessions regulamg each
meeting manifested its growing strength. Promiteratgue leaders from
other provinces kept on visiting, addressing andligg the League

47 Inqilab, August 2, 1940. See alsBMA, VOL. 293pp.42-47. A long note of his
address is available in Qazi Isa’s handwriting. Bheer main topics were the two
nation-theory, the Congress rule and its refusah@are power with the Muslims,
etc.
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51 Al-Farooqg June 3, 1941.A well-attended session of BML wakl lat Quetta on
May 31, 1941.
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members of Balochistan in their struggle for PakistNawab Iftikhar
Mamdot a League leader from the Punjab presidedfahgh annual
session of the BML in July 1942. Support for the&iBan demand,
provincial self-government for Balochistan, a deth&mrelease political
detainees, including Nawabzada Abdur Rehman Btigiid expression
of confidence in Jinnah'’s political leadership wdre main highlights of
this sessior®

Jinnah had a special attachment with Balochistan1943, he
toured the province for three weeks, from Juned2uly 18, 1943. The
BML paper,Al-Islam, Quetta, covered the visit and reported every Hetai
of his activities. This was Jinnah's first visit Balochistan, and judging
by the response of the people, he indeed manifessteld qualities that
both friends and foes flocked to see him, to seéglghidance and to ask
for his help on various issues of interest. Jinkradw that he was visiting
to a tribal society, with its peculiar traditiorsacial structure, but he was
also keen to encourage a positive political chadgeompanied by his
sister, Fatima Jinnah, and Lady Abdoola Haroomahnmpressed upon
the Muslims of Balochistan the need to keep wonlengain every walk
of life. The conservative tribal leaders were gatlgropposed to
women’s education and, consequently, their padteym in political
affairs. Jinnah’s initiative, however impressednthend Begum Qazi Isa
and some other educated women of the province ¢amard to set a
precedent. This visit not only mobilized the peopfeBalochistan in
favour of Pakistan but also boosted the image o$IMulLeague in the
area. In addition, Prince Abdul Karim and Khan dl#&’s Secretary
Abdur Rauf sought an audience with Jinnah, andredshim of Khan’s
full support for the cause of Pakistdhin Quetta, Jinnah was visited not
only by the leaders and members of the BML but #igoleaders of the
Jamiatand National Party, on July 2 and 7, 1943, resv;ekyt?s

The BML held a public meeting in honour of JinnahJuly 1, 1943
at Quetta, Qazi Isa presided. Next day, Jinnahtdwithe Pakistan flag
on the BML office situated at the Sandeman Roaal éeremony. Jinnah
also inaugurated the annual session of the BML beldluly 3, 1943.
Jinnah’s address was aimed at highlighting theascaihd economic

52 FMA, VOL. 293pp.51-52. He was a radical Baloch but due to diffees with his
father, a pro-British Nawab of Bugti tribe, he waied and imprisoned. His
daughter Gran Bibi sent a petition to Jinnah onilA0, 1939 for release of her
father.

53 PasbanQuetta, July 3, 1942.

54  Al-Islam July 3, 1943.

55 1Ibid., July 4 & 10, 1943.



The Balochistan Muslim League 53

problems of Balochistan. He lamented that the lafklocal self-
government even at the level of Quetta Municipalitgs due to the
deliberate negligence and indifference of the gowvemt. He was
dismayed at the lack of development both in therdnd the rural areas
of Balochistan and promised that he would raisesghissues in the
Central Legislative Assembly of India. He also akkbe people to
strengthen the Muslim League and to help him aehkakistan for the
benefit of all the Muslims including the Muslims 8falochistan. He
further stressed:

Your strength lies by being with your own peoplek& more interest in
their betterment and happiness. Don't depend onptiteonage of the
officials. This patronage will be only momentarydanould be withdrawn
the moment their ultimate purpose is served. Semk proper and real
place in the hearts of your people and not at |Beabars>®

Jinnah wanted the people of Balochistan to adomiose positive
and progressive attitude, and warned them:

Baluchistan has got a wonderful history but youehgyou will forgive
me), lived the same life. You have not made pragresh the world or
even with India; you have still your own system.uvttave been indifferent
to what was going on in the world. | wanted to awaglou up from fast
sleep&—?7
True to the traditional culture of Balochistan, thrganizers of this
convention presented him a historical sword. Whiteepting it, he did
not forget to remind the people of Balochistan thatreal strength was
not in the sword but in the pen, in education. As writer has noted:
The extent of his (Jinnah) faith in the primacy exfucation could be
gauged from the fact that when Baluchistan Muslimague in its
conference on 4 July 1943 presented him a histosiward, which was
announced to have been wielded in several batilelefense of Islam, he
was not moved. He told them it will rise only infelese. But for the
present the most important thing is education. Kledge is a greater force
than sword, go and acquire it. When you have dotieen comes sword,
which we have been wielding for the last thirteentaries >

During the conference Yahya Bakhtiar, Vice Predidafnthe All
India Muslim Students Federation, moved a resatutiemanding more
resources and opportunities for education in Bastah. Sardar Usman
Jogezai seconded this resolution forceftiljpparently, Jinnah’s words
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had moved them. Jinnah also went to Kalat on 5 taysfrom July10 to
14, 1943. Prince Abdul Karim accompanied him foroe@a. The Khan
of Kalat offered warm hospitality and pledged t@ort him to achieve
his goal of Pakistaf?.

Before his departure from Quetta, Jinnah assigreed Qa the task
of writing a booklet highlighting the Balochistaase and asked that it
would be distributed among the members of the @krntegislative
Assembly and the press. Qazi Isa prepared thetrapdrsubmitted it to
Jinnah for further disseminatiGh.

During the early 1940s, the politics of Balochistaas dominated
by the League public meetings, resolutions in favof Pakistan,
demanding political reforms in Balochistan and tifgimg the cause of
the Palestinians with the struggle for freedrithe Nawab of Bhopal
and the Maharaja of Jodhpur visited Quetta on Sspte 20, 19443
Such visits familiarized the Indian leaders withe tlsituation in
Balochistan and the need for political developmerBalochistan in the
mainstream politics of the Sub-continent. Jinnals wanscious of the
commercial domination of the non-Muslims in theyince. In spite of
the fact that Balochistan was predominantly a Mustiajority area, the
commerce was largely in the hands of non-Muslim$owvere
concentrated mainly in Quetta. Because of the eonhstfforts of the
BML, gpe Balochistan Muslim Chamber of Commerce wsigblished in
1944.

Nawab Muhammed Khan Jogezai and other leaders lotRatan
sent telegrams to the Viceroy urging that the “Mudleague is the sole
representative of Muslims and Jinnah is the sdlieiaf spokesmen of
the Indian Muslims at Simla Conferené@ The BML strongly approved
the stand taken by Jinnah at the Simla Confere45°t

60 Ibid. July 17, 1943. See also Ahmadzai, Mir Nasir Khaarikh-i-Baloch Wa
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Jinnah again came to Balochistan on a five week tiosl,
September 14 to October 20, 1945. This time Jirstalged at Kalat
House, Quetta. During a public meeting, Jinnah ated the Islamia
School Quetta, as “Mini-Aligarh®

Khan Abdul Qaiyum Khan of Peshawar who was prevwous
staunch Congressite and deputy leader of the Cssgparty in the
Central Legislative Assembly and had written a veritical book®
against Muslim League, came to Quetta to plead AbSamad
Achakzai’'s case. During his stay, he sought amirge with Jinnah on
September 21, 1945 and assured him of his full sd@nd cooperation
in the struggle for Pakistan. He further invitechhio visit the N.W.F.P.
Khan Qaiyum also addressed a public meeting att®uet September
20, 1945, and criticized the British Foreign Sesmgs statement that
“Baluchistan was not political- minded” and thafThere were few
Sardars who were sufficiently educated”. He alsoodeced the
Congress policies of opposing the introduction ofitigal reforms in
Balochistarf’ During Jinnah's stay at Quetta, a prominent Punjab
Muslim League leader, Sir Feroz Khan Noon, alsdedsBalochistan.

At this stage, th&haksarand theMajlis-i-Ahrar’®(onwardsAhrar)
leaders had started opposing the AIML and Jinndte Hindu press
extensively published the hostile assertions of Kieaksar leader,
Allama Mashriqi, and Maulvi Mazhar Ali Azhar, a pninent leader of
the Ahrar. Jinnah, of course, refuted their allegations dedared them
“mean actions.” Jinnah also went to Mastung (a td&hween Quetta
and Kalat), and stayed there for a week. He wastgofethe Khan of
Kalat. At Mastung, Jinnah visited a school, Mir Ab@aqgi Baluch, then
a student recited a poem: “O God! This is the dryhe Muslims of
India: Give us the country that is known as Pakistdinnah spoke in
Urdu and assured his audience: “We will definitethieve Pakistan™

It is usually argued by some Baloch nationalistst thMir Abdul
Aziz Kurd was opposed to the Pakistan Movement, thatdetails of
Jinnah’s visits to various Kalat state institutipimcluding the one to the
Mastung School, shows a different picture. Aziz &kuthe Law and
Justice Minister of Kalat state, not only himse#leomed Jinnah but his
close family members presented him bouquets. Oohk@ctl5, 1945 his

67 WIS September 26, 1945.

68 Khan, Abdul QaiyuntGold and Guns on the Pathan Fronti@ombay, 1945).
69 Ingilab, September 26, 1945.

70 Apro-Congress party established by nationdlisina at Lahore in 1931.

71 WIS October 3, 1945.



56 Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, Vol.XXNo.1 (2008)

nephew, Mir Yusuf Kurd, presented him bouquet frbim uncle to
Jinnah, who, in his address, advised the studementember that; “they
are first Muslims and Pakistani then Baloéh."Before leaving
Balochistan, Jinnah also addressed the Muslim stadef Quetta on
October 17, 1945 and advised them to study pol#éisspart of their
educatior’?

During his visit to Balochistan, Jinnah was presdrttvo silver bars
weighing about 15 maunds by an unidentified MusiBalochistan was
the highest contributor to the cause of Pakistartamspared to other
areas of the Sub-continent in terms of populafidrey provided “silver
shells” in place of “bullets.”

Whenever there was an occasion, the Baloch leadesgnted their
case for introduction of political reforms to theitBh authorities. For
instance, when the British parliamentary delegatesched Karachi in
1946, Mir Jaafar Jamali (member Sindh Legislatissémnbly and Vice
President BML), Malik Usman and Maulvi Ubaidullahodro
presented a memorandum for introduction of politiceforms in
Balochistar’?

Apart from the Baloch, the Pashtoons were very cons of their
provincial rights. The tribal Pashtoon chiefs set#grams to the Cabinet
Mission in 1946 pressing for Balochistan's separatgity.® For
instance, Nawab Muhammed Khan Jogezai and sevemimqent
Pashtoon chiefs told the Viceroy and the Cabinetsin, that they were
strongly opposed to the division of Balochistan iter merger with
neighbouring provinces i.e., NWFP, Sindh and thej&u They insisted
that the unity and separate entity of Balochistaistrbe maintained at all
costs. The Nawabs, Sardars, Maliks and Motabine werried about
the rumours of the dismemberment of BalochistareyTéhemanded the
unity and integrity of the provincé.The BML always demanded local
Muslim’s representation in public offices. BML Cailnresolved in its
meeting held on April 3, 1946, “A Muslim Educati@uperintendent
should be appointed in place of a European LadyMuslim lawyer
should be appointed as sub-judge at Sibi. A nonkliis appointment
was protested’® Furthermore another Muslim organizatidmjuman-i-
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Islamia, Balochistan, was also active in this respect. Inaeded the
preservation of Muslim rights in respect of edumadl and employment
sectors?

In addition to the youth, children were also inavin the struggle
for Pakistan. At Sibi, a “Children Muslim League”aw formed®
Another “Children Muslim League” was also formed the Loralai
meeting at Jamia Mosque on May 24, 1848he Muslim students, as a
whole, were very active in the struggle for Pakistihe Balochistan
Muslim Students Federation played a major roléhig tespect. It held a
meeting in the BML office at Quetta and pledgedp “Jacrifice their
lives for the cause of Pakistaf?’.

On May 31, 1946, Qazi Isa, in a public meeting dfIBdemanded
the release of Nawabzada Abdul Rahman Bugti (enstalieaguer and
brother of Late Nawab Muhammad Akbar Khan Bugti)e Hlso
protested against the atrocities on the Muslimsnitted by the Dogra
Government of Kashmf® It showed that the party was alive to both
local and national issues.

The BML was deeply interested in the affairs of Qaélunicipal
Committee the right of only Muslim members to el@dfluslim member
of the Central Legislative Assembly of India. Tharty also demanded
that Balochistan Muslim representatives should hematratically
elected, and the thirteen non-Muslim members of tAuMunicipal
Committee should not vote for the election of thesiin membef?

In fact, the first show of strength between proiBtak and anti-
Pakistan forces in Balochistan was staged on theisf elections to the
Central Legislative Assembly of India. There wes® ttandidates in the
field representing the AIML and the Congress retipely. Nawab
Mohammed Khan Jogezai represented the League.diticer] he had
the support of some forty Muslim members of Shatgjal All of them
went to the Agent to the Governor General to pleiadcase. The other
candidate was Abdul Samad Achakzai who was suppdryethe pro-
Congress elements. He tried to divide the voteigouraging more
candidates stand for elections, but he could gé&t @8 votes in his
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favour. Jogezai received 61 votes as reported myhkfar Khan Jamali
to Jinnah?

With the passage of time, the Pakistan Movementneghi
momentum in the province and the BML also progrstapressed by
its efforts, the local Muslim members of other ongation started
joining the Muslim League. Thé&lazim-i-Aala of the Khaksar party,
Abdul Samad Khan, joined the BML on August 23, 1#48vhen in
1946, the AIML protesting against the attitudeha British Government
over the issues of Pakistan resolved to renouneeofficial titles, the
BML whole- heatedly responded to the central orzmiion’s decision
and, on August 29, Eid Day, its leaders announheit tenunciation of
titles from the Eid Mosque rostrum, Quetta. Mosirpinent leaders to
do so were Nawab Arbab Karam Khan Kansi, Seth RidaAli Bhai,
Malik Fagir Mohammad Kansi, Sardar Ghulam Muhammni€aan
Tareen, Malik Shahjahan Khan, and Maulvi Abdul Régthan®’

The Pashtoons of Balochistan were very much ingbluethe fight
for Pakistan. They were quite emotional about fiteyf would not allow
any abusive language used against Jinnah or PakiStze instance of
this emotionalism was demonstrated on the nigh©ctober 9, 1946,
when a Muslims youth, Faiz Muhammed stabbed tohdeae Ram
Chand at Fort Sandeman. Faiz Muhammed allegedhbatindu fellow
had abused Jinnah, which he could not tolé¥ate.

By the end of 1946, the demand for Pakistan hadchegai
considerable support and strength among the Muslasses of India.
The result was communal tension growing day by &ajochistan was
also charged with this tension. Being wealthy besémen, non-Muslims
were quite influential in Quetta. In addition, thegd the support of the
British authorities. The Muslims felt insecure, amieed started
preparing themselves for physical resistance, Ednbe. A “Jinnah
Physical Club” was opened at Quetta to train thelituyouth in martial
arts. The non-Muslims had already started their gngparations. The
Sikhs had started exercises whithipans (a small sword), the Hindus had
opted forLathis (sticks).®

By this time, the division of the Sub-continent hhecome
imminent. But unfortunate fallout of this developmeras the communal
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conflict in which Hindu-Muslim riots created probie everywhere. In
Bihar, the Muslims were main victims which distutbehe Muslims of
the other parts of India. Qazi Isa toured throughBalochistan and
addressed public meetings to inform the Muslimthefcurrent situation.
At the appeal of Qazi Isa, a “Bihar Day” was obsenand a “Bihar
Fund” was also generated to help the calamitylsricMuslims there.
Relief mission from Balochistan was sent to Bilmhélp them. Muslim
League National Guards were sent to Patna to helpuslims of Bihar
in dealing with the difficult communal situationh@&y setup a camp at
Patna. The Balochistan Muslims also helped theinirfa-stricken co-
religionists in Bengal. The BML was keen to forgdty in the Muslim
community and to help it as much as they could.i @ars two speeches
in this regard are worth quoting. He addressed laipuneeting at
Chaman on December 2, 1946, informing the massest dbe “Bihar
Massacre® Two days later he addressed a gathering &mambargah
in Quetta emphasizing “Shia—Sunni unity”.

The Quetta Municipal Committee was the only pubdimim where
different sections of public opinion were represeintBy the end of
1946, its elections were held. Although these &lastwere conducted
on the basis of joint electorate system, but stheenon-Muslims were
very influential and opposed to the League, thedttheir best to defeat
the BML candidates but they could not succeed. Bl managed to
get all its candidates elected. They were Seth Kigali Bhai, Haji Ali
Bahadur, Hafiz Salim Ahmad, Khan Abdul Ghafoor KHamrrani, and
Malik Haji Muhammad Azim. Th&Vatanparty candidates Mohammed
Hashim and Sultan Muhammed along with Agha AhmaahSi¥f Jamiat
were all defeated.

At the time of Quetta Municipality elections, theonemunal
situation was very tense and the danger of Hindgluriots was very
high, but the League leaders worked hard to cothekituation. Nawab
Muhammed Khan Jogezai was the only elected memb#reoCentral
Legislative Assembly of India from Balochistan. Somanti-League
circles tried to make a dent in his relations wviite AIML. He promptly
issued a press statement in support of the pake gave proof of his
loyalty when the League central command deciddzbi@ott the Central
Legislative Assembly proceedings. Jogezai, in asprstatement,
declared that Balochistan would follow the Leagwdgsision. He further
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assured: “Baluchistan is hundred percent with thdlAand will offer
every sacrifice to achieve Pakista?{".

Balochistan had sent volunteers to agitate ag#mesincident
of Khaksarfiring at Lahore in 1940. In 1946-47, the BML agai
sent workers to the Punjab for agitation againsiz&hHayat'’s
Unionist Government for its anti-Pakistan policiekhey also
courted arrests along with their Punjabi brethremahore® By
now, the Muslim League was a very popular Muslimamization
throughout Balochistan. Even in the Princely Stétesbranches of
the party had been established. However, when thlat KState
Muslim League applied for affiliation with the cealtorganization
on February 24, 1947, Jinnah refused. His argumesd that,
according to the party constitution, its jurisdictiwas limited only
to the British India; it could not operate in thatss™.

The formation of Pakistan was quite near but thague
leader did not take it easy and were busy forchegrtpoint of
view to ward off any mishap at the critical poirdp BML
convened a Pakistan Conference at Quetta on ApfE& 1947.
Chaudhry Khaliquzzaman, a top-ranking League le&aen the
U.P. was invited. He reached Quetta on April 244718 The
conference resolved in favour of self-governmenBalochistan
and pressed for the creation of PakisfiBalochistan’s women
were also active in the struggle for Pakistan. Aetimg of the
Muslim League Girls Federation was held at QuetiaJone 1,
1947. About 200 women attended the meeting. Druddan of
Peshawar and others spoke on the occdsidnminister in the
Interim Government of India and a top-ranking Leadaader,
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar, also visited Quetta fdame 29 to July
2, 1947. Many progressive Sardars called on hirtudtieg Bugti
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and Jogezai. All of them assured him of their supgor
Pakistan->°

Conclusion

Though youngest in formation and less equipped \thi
necessary network, the BML had emerged only in geas, from
1938 to 1947 as the most important political orgaton in
Balochistan. Although the Congress had emerged pswaerful
political party in the 1936-37 elections but it uséd to share
power with the AIML and lost the Muslim confidencnd
secondly during the Second World War, it startechaeding that
the British, if they needed their help during tharwshould pledge
that they would leave India after the war. WhenBhigish did not
entertain this idea, the Congress leaders becatneney critical
of the colonial rule. It was their anti-British ®@rthat attracted
some political groups in Balochistan to their cauBait the
problem was that while the Congress hated thedBréind wanted
them to leave India, it was not prepared to supt@rtBalochistan
demand for political reforms. The result was thabrs the pro-
Congress elements in Balochistan felt alienatethbypeople. The
important fact of history throughout this periodtiet neither of
the top Congress leaders could ever care or darstep in
Balochistan to support their favourites here, ntorenal branch of
the party could be launched throughout Balochiskamthermore,
even Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the popular leader of Bashtoons
failed to mobilize his ethnic associates in Balstdm. Most of
their audience consisted of non-Muslim pro-Congresgulation
of Balochistan. Whereas the AIML had always beegopsttive of
the introduction of political reforms in Balochistéut its leaders
did not indulge in that kind of anti-British rhetothat was music
to the ears of many leaders in Balochistan butaliisn strong
support of the Balochistan’s cause, popularity loé tdea of
Pakistan, and the deteriorating relations betw&enHindus and
the Muslims, ultimately won the day for the Muslireague and
Pakistan. Almost all the prominent AIML leaders rnfroother
provinces came here to address its meetings amdotnlize the
Muslim masses in favour of the League and Pakidtaspite of
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his hectic and busy schedule, Jinnah also spemhsiderable time
in Balochistan, promoting the cause for making ekiBtan. He
was convinced that Pakistan promised the long-ctgle
inhabitants of Balochistan a fair share in socioremic and
political development. The BML helped him in estslbing the
roots of Pakistan Movement in Balochistan. The tagmague
leadership  (including Jinnah, Liagquat Ali Khan, Ch.
Khaliquzzaman, Maulana Abdul Hamid Badayuni, Maal&afar
Ali Khan etc.) was ever ready to come to the arbanever and
where ever it was requested by the BML. Indeed,nwihe time
came to approve the establishment of Pakistan atdcBistan’s
accession to the new nation-state, the League dlidencounter
any notable opposition.



