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Not so eventful on its own, the life of Miss Fatindanah
became eminently eventful in the company of heusilious
brother, Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Missifra Jinnah,
the youngest sister of Quaid-i-Azam, on accounh@f constant
association with her great brother for about 28rged9 years
continuously from 1929 to 194&had imbibed in her person many
of the qualities for which her revered brother weall-known.
This relationship was reciprocal. Her company hadrnba source
of strength and inspiration for him both before aaiter the
creation of Pakistan. She was therefore regardedibyy as a
“bright ray of light and hope®.lt was due to her training at the
hands of the Quaid that she had become conversdit tie
national problems and could contribute her besartg situation
she had to deal with. It was after the death ofQhaid, that “she
became above all the foremost symbol and advocét¢he
cherished principles the Quaid-i-Azam had stoodgfd and died
for” and also “the principles she had herself stbgdo the very
end with courage and determination whatever thetscasd
whatever the consequencés.”

a Member, Editorial BoardRakistan Journal of History & Culturdslamabad.

1 No other person, not even the other two sisitiQuaid-i-Azam had such a long
and close association with him.

2 Quaid-i-Azam, quoted iDawn, July 31, 2003.

3 Sharif al Mujahid, “Fatima Jinnah’s Role in Pkp Awakening”,Nation, July 8,
1995.
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After the death of the Quaid on 11 September 18#Bough
she confined herself to a low-key role in natioatirs, at times,
she did emerge from her self-imposed seclusion gade
messages to the nation on Eid days, Independeryss dad the
birth and death anniversaries of Quaid-i-Azam. &ke responded
with a positive nod whenever she was invited tocgravith her
presence any function of educational or socio-caltumportance.
As she was fully alive to the great role that ediocaplayed in the
advancement of a nation and as she was makingngnéfforts, in
spite of her old age, to advance the cause of &idncia Pakistan,
she was requested in 1952 to preside over the hnaogocation
of Government Emerson College, Multan. The Studedtson
also invited her to unveil the portrait of her et because “She
was eminently fitted for the performance of thateosony by
virtue of her great love of learning and long asstoan with him
as his sister, companion and confidante during nhisnentous
career.” She very graciously accepted the invitation anthea
over to Multan. Her visit to Emerson College Multamas
highlighted in the college magazine, Fhe Palmin these words:

The English may rightly be proud of Shakespeareamasuncrowned

monarch and of the Lady of the Lamp as an admjitéhnthropist of the

world. The Muslims of Pakistan are no less fortanat having the two
personalities who by dint of their unstinted effantd incessant toil enabled

Pakistan to reach the highest pinnacle of gloryfante. One [the Quaid-i-

Azam] has left this transitory world, the other BdiFatima Jinnah] is

amidst us and is making every attempt on her pareform the ills that

have crept up into the nation and is trying tothd posterity of the abysm
of ignorance and the state of pathetic degradation.

As she reached the College premises on 6 March, 19%2
was heartily received by the Principal, memberghefstaff and the
students and was conducted in the traditional @sioa to the
convocatiorpindal. It was a spectacular scene, the teaching staff of
the College in their academic robes, leading hethtwpindal,
while she, attired in pure whitgharara dress looking like a fairy,
was along with the Principal at the end of the pss@wn. The
proceedings having started, she was in the fisgaite requested

4  The Palm, Emerson College Magazime20, Address presented to Miss Fatima
Jinnah on behalf of Students’ Union, Emerson Cellédultan.

5 Ibid., p.1, editorial article, “Khatun-i-Pakistan’s \I's
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to unveil the Quaid’s portrait. She was told tHa¢ svas unveiling
the portrait of a person,

who has made history by his monumental achievermedtwho has been
the greatest personality the Muslim world has piediduring the last few
centuries... because his is the unique example t#tassnan who, without
compromising his principles for the sake of temppigains, succeeded in
achieeving within an incredibly short time what seehto be an impossible
task:

Having unveiled the portrait, she advised the sitgle

Study Quaid-i-Azam’s life and imbibe his true spifThis will reveal a
personality determined to fight all odds, diffigad, trials and tribulations
on the basis of axiomatic truth and universal dograad putting into
practice in personal, social and political life andver flinching for a
moment from them. Love for Quaid-i-Azam should irsyou to follow
his noble example to your own good and to the gtdryakistar.

The Principal in his address of welcome paid glagambutes
to the qualities oKhatun-i-Pakistamas she was known at that time.
He reiterated:

You occupy a unigue place in the heart of the mathes the dear sister of
our beloved Quaid-i-Azam, as his closest compaaiwh associate, and as
the gentle ministrant to his comfort during thet lssenuous years, you
already possess an imperishable claim to the loderaverence of every
Pakistani. In your gracious presence, in the veng tof your voice, there is
something to remind us of the aspect and accettieofjreat leader. You
come to represent and typify in the imaginatiomthef people all that is best
and finest in our womanhood. Never was the Httatun-i-Pakistarbetter
deserved than that bestowed on you by the commieseot of the nation.
This day may therefore be regarded as a memoraylendthe history of
the colleg€ ...the memory of your visit would be cherished anoduld
continue to serve as an inspiration to all of ustiany a day to come. You
stand out as a noble and heroic figure in thesengtitimes and Mathew
Arnold’s glowing lines might as well be appliedytou:

Beacon of hope ye appear
Languor is not in your hear
Weakness is not in your word
Weakness not in your brow

Ye alight in our van, at your voice
Panic, despair flee away

6 Ibid., p.20.
7 Ibid., p.32, convocation address delivered by Missnkatiinnah.
8 Ibid., p.22, Principal’s Report.
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Ye move through the ranks, recall
The stragglers, refresh the outworn
Praise, reinspire the brave

In her convocation address, she thanked the Pahdir
inviting her to address the graduates who woulddaing the
portals of their alma mater that day. She toldstuelents that “the
convocation is an assembly of graduates, enlightehements of
society, who are stepping into a new role of respmlity. In such
an enlightened assembly it is proper to take stddake country’'s
problems for the benefit of not only that assembiy for the
benefit of the state as a whol@.In this connection, she reminded
the audience of “the dynamic energy of the Quatdam which
brought about the birth of Pakistan and transforimediream into
reality on the 14 August 1947. Since then addedfsheeyears had
gone by to make us feel that the day of our inddperoe was a
day of distant past: She recounted the problems Pakistan was
facing. In the first instance, she picked up theneenic aspect of
Pakistan and gave a very intelligent analysis. s

Independence of a country has no meaning unlesmdiependence is

assertive in economic sphere. Political indepenedésmot an aim or the

goal of a people. Political independence is a méamsdependence in the
sphere of economic¥.To redeem the pledge of improving the lot of
common man, she suggested that instead of haviegnse of complete
contentment, we must strive for immediate induktaad economic
development?

She also referred to the educational problems aserted that,
“Education is indispensable to the maintenance grwivth of
freedom of thought, faith, enterprise and assamiatiThe role of
education is therefore to ensure equal opportutotyall the
individuals and to enable the citizens to undedstappraise and
redirect forces, men and events for the benefithef country.**
For that purpose she was of the view that in otdegnable the
education to achieve its ends more successfully pibgrammes

9 Ibid., p.28.

10 Ibid., Convocation address, p.29.
11  Ibid.

12 Ibid.

13 Ibid.

14  Ibid.
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and policies must be relevant to the charactesisiitd needs of
our society and it must deal with current problewisich are
poverty, ill health, illiteracy and unemploymento Tace these
problems courage and spirit of sacrifice are theemsal
requirements?® She hoped that the students of Emerson College
had developed those characteristics which werengakéor the
betterment of the individual as well as tihillat. “The first
essential characteristic”, she told them, “is loyab your country.
This loyalty cannot be achieved by acts of law &agislature or
ordinances. It is to come from within as an effasaf love for
something we hold very deat®For that moral education was
necessary. Moral education aimed at creating aepgon among
the Pakistanis, “that they should treat each otteerequals, as
persons who have equal rights to life, liberty dne pursuits of
happiness® There should be no contradiction “in the attitude
man to his duty to himself, to his community or thieler society
of the world.*® This contradiction was the product of selfishness.
Solicitude about what happened to others fell goegelfishness.
For that propose, she exhorted them, “you owe asopeai
responsibility and the idea of responsibility comsathe essence of
morality and it must have honesty as its hallmdfkrhe idea of
duty was also ingrained in it, duty which one owwedthers, at the
same time a mature person had the right to decldg Ws duty
was.

She pointed out that, “if education is to be corhpresive, it
should work for the unity of the most fundamentailtwral
interests of society. Graduates having gained psudeal or
technical training in one field or the other mulstoabe prepared
for performing their duties in the practical wodd a man, as a
parent and as a citizen. Human wholeness and corisciousness
are essential for leading a civilized life in sagig®

15 Ibid.

16 Ibid., pp.29-30.
17 Ibid., p.30.

18 Ibid.

19 Ibid.

20 Ibid.
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Then she surveyed the educational conditions inskaks
colleges and universities. According to her the rmgoal of
education should be to build Pakistan “on the sfadichdations of
Quaid-i-Azam’s teachings®™ for which consciousness of a
common cultural heritage was to be created alorth imparting
specialized training in various fields of human Wwhedge. In
practical life she emphasized, “there are seveyalaf economic
and political problems which require careful handlat the hands
of a responsible citizen. Therefore, education Ehoaim at
providing men and women with the understanding obab
cultural foundation and then preparing them forealthy role in
community life and public affairs’

She also referred to the problems in various dis&p of
scientific and technical education e.g., medicihentistry (which
was her own subject), nursing, pharmacy and engigeetc. She
recommended a national survey of the needs of thosessions
and supplying those needs in the teaching of tredgects.
Without this survey university funds could not besbutilized, nor
could vocational counselling be imparted properly.

While analysing the various imperatives in the diebf
education, she was not negligent to the prevaijpogerty in
society which impeded the acquisition of knowledgad
educational progress. She therefore suggested Gbaernment
should look into the problem and alleviate povértyn those who
were acquiring knowledge. She was also mindfulhef économic
condition of the teachers. She was of the view tihase who were
imparting knowledge should have “a well-balanceéd|lsnounded
lives acquiring social skills and experience” for which
Government and society should be considerate apbnsive.

She also stressed the role of higher educatioratiomal life.
So far as universities and colleges were conceraechrding to
her, their role should not only be confined to impng the
intellectual faculties of the students, rather tfegeducation must
also play its vital role in Pakistan and dischatgeesponsibilities

21 Ibid.
22 Ibid.
23 Ibid., p.31.
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in the interest of the individual and the highetemests of the
state.?® If we neglected this side, she feared, “our wajifefand
cultural inheritance will not survive?®

Then she turned to the problem of universal litgraShe
stressed that illiteracy should be destroyed fro@mrye nook and
corner of our country for which concerted and susth efforts
were necessary. In this respect it was not onlydtitg of the state
but of every individual in society that those ofr duethren who
were illiterate should be made literate throughrteforts.

The Principal in his address had spoken aboutdtimg up of
an Adult Literacy Centre and had requested forgemission to
associate her name with it and designate it as tikhaPakistan
Social Service League.” She not only approved ttopgsal but
added that it was her innermost desire and shedafeel proud of
associating her name with it because she had @figabeen in
favour of an adult literacy drive. She opined thaa democratic
setup where political power was to be shared byyeagult citizen,
such a drive would go a long way to enable the lgedp
understand their problems. She argued that to wielicical power,
people must have “sound sagacity and robust comsense
coupled with an intimate knowledge of the currerdiyems both
in your midst and around yod®To have this, she reiterated that
you must create “a nation of literates able to usid@d, appreciate
and analyse the events of the day and think indpety.”’ In
the end she advised the recipients of degreesoéohthem:

You will be facing the world that may not show tb&me understanding

that you had in the smaller world of your educagiocareer. | hope and

sincerely pray that the time you have spent in ecgguknowledge would
enable you to face the destiny that is in storeyfmr with courage and
conviction. You are lucky today that there is natalsle barring your way
to the highest ambitions which you may have noedsfor yourself but |

hope these will be coupled with love, loyalty amavice to your country
and theMillat. Your nation and you have to fulfil your destirypray that

24 Ibid.
25  Ibid.
26 Ibid., p.32.

27  Ibid.
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courage of your convictions will help you to fadeetenemies of the
country may they be from within or withotit.

She further elaborated and warned:

Never compromise on question of principle. Thoseowtave attained
greatness would not hesitate to sacrifice theiraalll draw the sword
whenever a question of principle is involved. Theguld rather lose their
lives than those principles. No temptation thas thorld could offer ever
interfere with heir conduct. Quaid-i-Azam also ¢olled that noble
principle. You know on the question of Pakistanneger compromised. |
would, therefore, appeal to you and impress upanthat it is also your
sacred duty to your God, to your country and torydillat that you do not
waver. You who are the inheritors of the greategstiteal and worldly

heritage should never compromise your principlestever may be the
temptations offered or sufferings threatened. Thaseciples you must
apply to your personal struggles in life as welttasse of your countrs’

As she finished her address, she thanked the aedi®gvith
fervent prayer that Almighty may bless our youngiraed women
with courage of their convictions and enable therplay their part
boldly in this life with trust in God and duty tcaKistan as their
motto.”°

28  Ibid., p.31.
29  Ibid., pp.31-32.
30 Ibid., p.32.



