Quaid-i-Azam and Muslim League’s

Emergence as a Mass Movement, 1937-40

Kishwar Sultana”

No movement can gather momentum until and unless it
supported and backed by the common people. Thelrlia
Muslim League not only politically emancipated thkeislims of
British India but also played a prominent role lire tamelioration
of their social and economic conditions.

Like most great men of history Quaid-i-Azam Mohanandi
Jinnah was a singularly gifted individual who hhd tapability to
pass out of action into inaction and then out afttion into action
with an increasing realization of the responsipiliand the
importance of contribution he could make to theambement of
his community’s welfaré.

At the end of his self-imposed exile in London whiea
returned to Bombay towards the end of 1934, Jitahtwo tasks
before him: 1) to re-organize the All India Muslibeague and
make it a mass movement, and 2) to lead the Mustimthe
majority Muslim provinces to independent Pakistihese goals
he could achieve by benefiting from the polls slydd be held in
1937 under the new reforms introduced under thee@wmuent of
India Act 1935. Unfortunately, the All India Muslirbeague in
these elections could not achieve more than 2%epeaf the seats
reserved for the Muslims. Though the results o$¢helections for
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the All India Muslim League were better than thevyious ones,
yet for the achievement of freedom for the Muslintbe
performance of the Muslim League was required tomoee than
50 percent.

The impalement of Congress Ministries in 7 provaoet of
11 posed a great challenge both for Jinnah andAthdndia
Muslim League. He revised his strategy to make Nheslim
League a mass movement of the Muslims of South &sihtook a
number of steps to be discussed hereafter. Thiseeause of the
Quaid’s realization that unless the All India MuslLeague was
made a mass movement it would not emerge as the mai
spokesman of the Muslims, and be able to get tieaitain of the
British Government and the Congress leaders tdeitsand for the
creation of Pakistan. By taking a number of stdpes All India
Muslim League, by the end of 1939 had emerged amass
movement. Thus it floated the idea of establishneémtakistan on
23 March 1940 at the #7session of the All India Muslim League
held at Lahore.

Another factor which limited the influence of thdl Andia
Muslim League in Muslim majority province was egiste of
many rival regional Muslim organizations. The prese of these
regional parties kept the people aloof from All ibnd Muslim
League. However, to remedy this situation, theofeihg steps
were taken after the elections:

* committees were formed to reorganize the Provincial
Muslim League,

* new constitution was framed,
e sOcio-economic programmes were launched,

* new branches of the League were established, s as
enable the League to emerge as the sole reprasentat
body of the Muslims.

Jinnah initiated the task of the expansion of tladue by
giving it a new organizational set-up. According tfee new
strategy of All India Muslim League, primary Leaguevere
established at the grass roots level, each repiegesm ward or a
Mohalla within a city. Representatives of the pniyndeagues
were constituted into the District/Tahsil Muslimdgue and were
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entrusted with the responsibility of looking aftee affairs of the
League within their own areas. Various District gea
representatives were grouped into a Provincial Mudleague,
representing a particular province. Provincial NmslLeagues
were given representation at the centre in the wead/orking
Committee. The Working Committee in turn was placeder the
ultimate and effective control of the Council ofettAll India
Muslim League stipulating clearly in the constituti that all
resolutions passed by the Working Committee woeldibject to
the approval and ratification of the Council. Theu@cil was to be
elected by Provincial Leagues from amongst its nesbThe
President of the League was to be elected every pgathe
Council from amongst the nominees of different blres of the
Muslim League.

This expansion of the League structure opened newuses of
association and participation within the Leagutaating a host of
Muslim interests and groups. The most enthusiassponse, of
course, came from the urban middle classes, meghan
industrialists, traders, bankers, professional astber newly
mobilized groups who rushed to join the Leagueriteoto avall
themselves of the opportunity they had been lookingnd which
they now found impossible to resist in view of gfremise held out
by the Pakistan idea. The result was that not belgrogeneous
groups like the educated, urban middle classes taedland-
owning classes could now exist side by side buheame of the
groups which did not have much liking for the otgeoups saw it
fit to support the League.

In this connection another step was taken in tHes@Ssion of
the League, held in 1937 where it was suggesteditiraediate
steps should be taken to put into effect an econosacial and
educational programmeso improve the lot of labourers and
farmers and to encourage cottage industries ard stderprise.
Emphasis was also laid on universal primary edaoatire-
organization of higher education, scientific anchtacal education
and introduction of military education. This resata showed the
influence of nationalist Muslims and a new accomatind) spirit
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towards the Hindu-Muslim problem for it tried tocemirage use of
local goods andhaddar The last provision in the programme
asked the League to devise means for the attainroeriull
independence through co-operation with other palitiparties
working to that end. In an earlier resolution o t,ame session
‘Full Independence, had been declared League’sctivgs now
the inclusion of the economic programme indicateames
confusion and overlapping about the socio-econa@antt political
objectives and programmes of the League.

In 1938 the atmosphere had changed and a commithse
appointed with power to co-opt to chalk out a Fear Plan for
the educational, social and political advancemérlaslims and
to submit its report within six montfisHowever the matter did not
proceed further. Some efforts were made in 1941atmch a
movement for carrying out the Muslim League programinto
action on the eve of Quaid-i-Azam’s birthday, bessate did not
want the Muslims to be transformed into a natiorstobpkeepers
but he wanted them to be initiated into higher @toic activities
of modern time$. He encouraged them to organize their own
banks, e.g. the Muslim Commercial Bank. Likewiseyas on his
persuasion that the Orient Airways was launchede Muslim
Chamber of Commerce also owed its existence toQbaid’'s
leadership. In this way the Quaid prepared theyanrt the people
for the future.

The new organizational set-up brought the Leagte é¢fose
contact with the masses and made it a more efee@nd better
working machine within the shortest possible tinibe Madras
League was organized and became functional withilyear
(1939)? In the same year Bengal and Baluchistan Leagues we
affiliated® Then followed the Punjab, Assam and Orissa Leagues
in 1940. Meanwhile, the League branches were ajreamtking in
other provinces, such as the N.W.F.P., Bihar andiiy, etc.
Soon the party began to gather greater momentunwéhah the
next three years it was transformed into a moveraedt all the
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other Muslim parties including the Jam‘iyyatul-UlamAhrar,
Unionist, Momin Majlis and Proja Krishak paled into
insignificance. Some of them in panic and despamabegan to
criticize the Quaid’s private life, and a Khaksaee attempted to
assassinate him. But all these futile efforts refol®ad on them and
they became more discredited with the Muslim comitgun

The phenomenal growth of the League may also he fsem
the rise in its membership. In 1927 total membersifithe League
was said to be 1,330 onfyln 1940 the figure rose to 88,83&nd
during the next year it became 112,378.

A similar picture emerges from a study of its saissi In 1931
the quorum for the general session had to be lal&mn 75 to
50. In 1936 two hundred delegates attended. Bynthet session
the figure rose to 2,000. From 1940 onwards, akieas of the
League overflowed the seating capacity. In the fanbahore
session, an estimated one lakh people includinggdéts from all
provinces attended the opening session which wesiled as the
most representative gathering of the Muslims oftigri India’®
After 1940 the League won all the bye-electionsiresiathe
Muslims seats. In 1946 elections it swept the ps#suring 98
percent seats in the centre and 88 percent inrihénges:* The
elections were fought on the Pakistan issue whiek popularly
supported by the Muslim masses.

In 1938 League was also helped by the progressitaren of
its aims and objects. It continued to adapt itsgpamme to the
changing conditions while the Congress and othelitiqad
organizations including some of the Muslim groupsplyed a
static and negative approach. From 1930 to 194, Lisague
continued to demand constitutional safeguards m fttrm of
separate electorates, weightage, a weak centramratidition to
the number of Muslim majority provinces. The newagee
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leadership became convinced that accommodationthgtiidindus
was impossiblé?

In 1939, greater efforts were made to bring theldes of the
Muslim majority and minority provinces together. oncial
leaders were invited to tour other provinces. Hostance, a
composite group of seven leaders from Punjab (3)V.N.P. (2),
Sind (1) and Baluchistan (1) visited U.P., whiladers from C.P.,
U.P. and Bihar visited Pakistan regidns.

Besides the main restructuring of the organizatainthe
League, efforts were made to reach all sectionshef Muslim
community. For this purpose, a Women’s Wing of league was
also establishetf. Side by side with it, the Muslim League
published a series of reports cataloguing casedlefjed Congress
persecution of Muslims in the Congress-ruled proeg Cases of
such persecution included the forcing of Muslimlat@n to sing
Bande Mataram (a song found in the anti-Muslim Bdingovel,
Anandamath and offer reverence before Mahatama Gandhi’s
portrait, the prohibition of cow slaughter, thenghation of Urdu
and imposition of Hindi, etc. The Muslim League pagandists
were capable of describing this alleged Congressepation of
Muslims in lurid terms? In those days, Congress’ insistence on
forming one-party cabinets in the provinces wasrégs mistake.
The Swiss pattern where racial and linguistic gsoupere
represented in a composite cabinet was not unkntarthe
Congress. There was also a suggestion that matteck were of
particular significance to certain communities,s@as their social
customs, religious establishments, language aerhti traditions,
should not be subject to legislation by the comneentral or
provincial legislature, but should fall within tiil®main of special
bodies or guilds, each of which represented oneumll or
religious group’® When the Congress Ministries resigned their
offices in October 1939, on the plea that Britisldid had been
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dragged into war with Germany by the British Gowveemt
without consulting Indian leaders, Jinnah seizesl dpportunity to
call upon the Muslims to celebrate what he desgphathe
“Deliverance Day” on 22 December 1939.

At this critical stage, Jinnah advised the Muslitosunite
under the banner of All India Muslim League. He egdpd to them
to join the League which was striving hard to traiuslims to
fight for their rights and for the amelioration tife community’s
conditions in general. They could maintain theisigon in the
present political upheaval of the country onlyhéy could make
their voice a living one. He said that the Congressch had
captured the control of 7 out of 11 provinces inti8n India, was
trying to establish its hold over the remainingrfpuovinces also.
In three of these, it had to face severe oppositioly from the
Muslims who demanded their legitimate rights.

The high command of the Congress could not toldéhaseand
objected to it. They wanted to subdue the Muslimghpeatening
to do away with separate electorates. The Condradsbecome
intoxicated with powers conferred by the new cdagtn. In those
days, the words “justice, fair play and goodwillsad frequently
by the Congress, were nothing save diplomatic esgiwas. The
Quaid appealed to the Muslims not to be deceivethbge words.
In politics, these words could have a meaning dinllge Muslims
were one, united, organized and strengthened. \ifitiat nobody
would hear them. Without that they could have niced’

Deliverance Day was celebrated in Amalner, Paniadgaon,
Akola, Bijapur, Burhanpur, Meerut, Mahablashwar,reBuand
Nasik by adopting different methods such as thdihglprayers in
the mosques, arranging party gatherings, publicomstnations,
and distribution of pamphlets highlighting the Maosldemand and
reasons for separation.

Naturally, Quaid-i-Azam also felt gratified by tfect that the
popular strength of the Muslims had been demomsirabh a
peaceful manner and no untoward incident had tgiece. He
was very happy to find that the Day was observeti womplete
success and in an orderly and disciplined mannethén spirit

17. Times of India6th December 1937.
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which was expected of the great community. He bdeeved that
the significance of all these things could not beertmoked.
Another aspect of the Day of Deliverance was theug all the
minority groups supported the call of the All IndMuslim
League®

By the celebration of the Day of Deliverance thd Kidia
Muslim League demonstrated throughout British Indigpecially
in the Muslim majority provinces and the stated ihdad really
emerged as a mass movement successfully led iyuael. It was
for the first time in All India Muslim League’s h@y that the
party had attained a challenging position both toe British
Government and all other opponents.

During 1937-38, Jinnah and Gandhi exchanged lettengch
were of no great intrinsic importance, but cledstpught out for
the first time, the fundamental difference of oaldbetween the
two organizations they led. In his letter of 3 Mart938, Jinnah
put the crux of the matter in two sentences. ‘Yecognize the All
India Muslim League”, he wrote, “as the one autiabirie and
representative organisation of Muslims in Indiag am the other
hand, you represent the Congress and other Hifalasghout the
country. It is only on that basis we can proceeth&r and devise a
machinery of approach.” Gandhi replied, “He coutit represent
either the Congress or the Hindus in the sensemgean”, but
promised to use his moral influence with the Hintlusecure an
“honourable settlement”. Nehru’s long letter of friA 1938, tried
to reply to a list of inquiries made by Jinnah. Timportant thing,
in his letter was that the Muslim League was “arpontant
communal organization and we deal with it as sdehlinnah
replied that unless the Congress recognized theliflussague
“on a footing of complete equality and is prepaeed such to
negotiate for a Hindu-Muslim settlement”, there waschance of
a peaceful solution to the Indian problé.

18. Ibid.
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During January-February 1940, Quaid-i-Azam Jinnagt m
Viceroy and explained the terms and conditionsdmoperation
which were as follow:

1. Government of India Act 1935 must go;
1. Constitutional problem should be tackled afresh;

2. Separate Muslim Nation. “That in order to make the
Muslim right of self-determination really effectivéhe
Muslims shall have a separate national home irshiape
of an autonomous staté"”

On the other hand, the Working Committee of the IAdia
Muslim League decided to send a delegation on betfathe
Muslim League to visit England as soon as possibteder to put
the case of Muslim India before the British pubRarliament and
His Majesty’'s Governmert Fazlul Hag, Sikandar Hayat Khan,
Nazimuddin and Ch. Khaliquzzaman were to be induttethis
delegation. Strangely enough, the Viceroy's respats all this
was very positive. In this meeting, Jinnah inforntlee Viceroy of
the great importance attached by the Muslim anérothinorities
to the safeguarding of their position in any setdat or
discussions that might take place. The Viceroy r@ssthat His
Majesty’'s Government were fully alive to the nedgssof
safeguarding the legitimate interests of the mtrexi

For the establishment of Pakistan various proposale sent
to Quaid-i-Azam to be discussed by the All Indiad\iim League
Council and the Working Committees. On 4 Februa8go, All
India Muslim League discussed alternative constihai schemes
to safeguard the rights of Muslims of India andparticular the
schemes of Sir Abdullah Haroon, Ch. Khaliquzzamad &ir
Sikandar Hayat Khan. Finally, on the recommendatidnthe
Quaid, the Working Committee decided in favour cnéating
separate Muslim zones and their separation frometteof Indig’
Thus it was for the first time that the scheme epagation of
Muslim India from Hindu India was decided by the ikiag
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Committee of All India Muslim League. Now it wasetlgjuestion
of its ratification in the general session of Ahdia Muslim
League, which was done on 23 March 1840.

In the British secret Quarterly Reports to the iBhit
Government, All India Muslim League’s strength wasnessed
specially after October 1938. In April 1938, it wieported that
All India Muslim League was attaining such a pasitivhich “can
challenge the supremacy of the Congress in Indaditigs.”* By
December 1939, Muslim League had become an “at#tioe and
representative organization of Muslim of Britishdia’. In this
way, strength of All India Muslim League was reczga in the
British circles?® Immediately after the start of2World War, on 3
September 1939, Lord Linlithgow, Viceroy, wroteltord Zetland,
Secretary of State for India, on 5 September 19@Bcanveyed to
him his impression about Jinnah in which he admitt&t keeping
in view rising popular strength of the All India [glim League, he
could not say “NO” to the proposals advanced byaki’ Thus
the British Government was made to accept the gtineof All
India Muslim League which was acting as a formidafbrum
behind the idea of Pakistan. This challenge of Mudleague
continued to grow both against the Indian NatioBahgress as
well as the British Government even after the adopof the
‘Pakistan Resolution’ on 23 March 1940 by the party
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