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The changes that took place after the advent aingalism in
subcontinent radically transformed the Indian sycparticularly
with reference to women’s status and rights inl#te nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries. The introduction mdlitical
institutions, modern education, legal and revenystesns, and
improved means of communications on western modstet
various Indian communities not only to guard tlgtinct identity
but also demanding a change in their attitudesacaridok to keep
themselves up with the pace of changing naturewafenvironment.
Resultantly, social reform movements had ensudtsisecond half
of nineteenth century. As the new political systes taken roots,
feminist movement also emerged on Indian politisaéne in
twentieth century. The introduction of constitutdmrreforms (of
1909, 1919 and 1935) forced Muslim community tonfolate
strategy for the protection of its political righf&he rise of Muslim
nationalism coupled with the demand for a sepavhislim state
necessitated the recruitment of women to suppe@rtctuse. The
active participation of Muslim women in the natibsamovement
relegated their feminist movement and subordinatewahinist
interests to nationalist cause.

The political wind that was blown in pre-partitiordia was so
strong that the question of women’s rights was swapay
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with.! The feminist agenda was submerged in the moveroent
separate Muslim identity and struggle for Pakistdawever, the
by-product of this movement was the milieu in whible Muslim
women were able to break the centuries old bondageditions
that kept them in the confines of home as nonieatitd an opening
to public sphere. There were different viewpointstbe issue of
how women were incorporated into Muslim nationaligapositive
view,” projected in a study, draw a distinction betweslarhic
modernists and Islamic traditionalists in the neeeith and the early
twentieth centuries in India. While the later iscanservative
approach, the former is a social reformist advatateasures such
as modern education to increase the social andeauorposition of
Muslim in India. The Islamic modernists were im@mit supporters
of women’s education and generally served “to exavsocially
progressive ethos which was particularly relevamt iiomen.”?
Muslim nationalism was a movement in which many wam
participated, shattered the traditional rules aotes; loosing
restrictions on gender segregation and seclusi@mthe whole they
gained the experience of practical politics. Tlyget and level of
consciousness was affordable to their men, becthese were
fighting for their men beyond that — “the strugfye their rights —
was not acceptable to men that created a diredtargation with
them. It seems that women’s enfranchisement andritie to
education were the need of the time rather thaacaral acceptance
of the oppressed conditions of all women, on theeiohand men
wanted to use women’s these rights for the supporationalist
struggle. On the question of women’s rights — likght to
inheritance, end to dowry and resolution of polygam men had
not paid heeds.

In contrast the other view suggests this politgzaticipation in
the Muslim nationalist movement did not have aif@simpact on
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the lives of the majority of Pakistani womeitthis view argues that
the symbolism used in the struggle for Pakistan famdVvuslim
identity created contradictions that strengthenexhventional
attitudes towards women. The experience of polifieaticipation
of Indian Muslim women during the nationalist siglegwith their
men did not bring a “qualitative change in theueB”, however it
was in itself a breathtaking experience. It did nootlermine the
conventional attitudes but caused them to be “sr=twith a fresh
vengeance®It opined that women were called upon in the tohe
crisis, ignoring the social norms and when theicisover women
were forced again to go back to the precinct of éem to the
private world. In the nationalist discourse, in @hia distinct
cultural identity was asserted, “the figure of warhweas projected
“as representative of the true self.”

Another view visualizes no much difference in the arguments
of Islamic modernists and traditionalists and Mushationalists
with regard to women. It argues that there was adlgtua
convergence of discourses among these differenbappes with
regard to women. All three advocated educatiomimmen in order
to better prepare them for traditional roles ariceadphasized that
Islamic identity was to be maintained in the preva¢alm of the
family. Within nationalisms struggling against coil@ powers
women are portrayed as mothers, serving the faamtiyhome, and
supporting the nation through self-sacrifice, bgs$ing properly,
by remaining virtuous. However, it can be obserteak, while
women are mobilized in national struggles, natimmalis based on
notions of brotherhood, masculine ideals and apits, and male
subjects’ Despite all these assertions and reservation women
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gained a confidence and political skill from thedeépendence
movement.

The incomplete social transformation initiated byitiBh
colonial rule, male dominance continued as a basiciple in the
organization of formal social setup inside or ad#sthe home. It
developed the notion that activity in the househstbuld be
contained in personal and private spheres, progeparated from
the public and the political. Consequently, it &gdra “long-term
process of formal de-politicization of womeH.This de-politicization
took place in India as political structures ancidgies of the state
altered under colonial rule. Unlike pre-colonialegecessors,
colonial state had not recognized a role for kipshigovernance,
so in political process the feminine element waseab Men
carefully guarded any appearance of women on thecpbscene.
The norms of honour of individual man were embodeithe social
convention that masculine control of feminine eyasgs essential
for well being in both domains, public and privaken though
individual women could be wealthy and powerful, mw@ough
religio-political norms gave importance to womeid &mininity in
the organization and empowerment of state, masetiamour and
authority were partly dependent on control over wamThe
changes in the socio-political structures shapee piolitical
discourse for women in colonial India. The consatiioin of British
rule in India resulted in the establishment of atdized and
bureaucratic regime whose principles of organiretiere strongly
at odd with the women’s entry in the public spherése
Indo-Victorian model of the woman as the ‘domesingle of the
house,” ever submissive and supportive of the &ffand career of
her husband was project&€dlhe model woman was uncluttered,
orderly, suitably educated, devoted to serve hesbauod and has
duty of upbringing her children and obedient to hesband and a
buttress of the emerging nation. Accordingly, worhas no place
in new state structure and ousted from the politicana.
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Under the colonial economy a new Indian bourge@sierged
that felt the need to get modern-Western educatiorhe initial
phase of modernization a very small portion ofrttes had received
some education in the government school and cdlege
educational institutions opened by the Christiassionaries and
other private agencies. The system of educatiantha introduced
by British Government in India was basically ainado train the
men to feed the administrative machiiedowever, me reform
movements changed the outlook of men towards woiaglish
education and Western ideas have played an impopart in
engendering this change. In the late nineteenthucgrMuslim
circles were not ready to accept the new emergutipak towards
women. While urging Muslim men to Western educaéind jobs in
the colonial government, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan—Ilateeteenth
century social reformer—remained obstinately opddeavomen’s
education outside the religious mode and prescribethem only
traditional education® Nevertheless, very little attention had been
paid to further the education of Indian Muslim womeThe
socio-educational reforms movements that were estantith the
consolidation of colonial empire in India have defil the women’s
political discourse in the first half of the twestt century that was,
however, lopsided. The political consciousness m@smeant for
women’s political empowerment but men to havingfilfed
nationalist interests used it for.

The second half of nineteenth century and firsf loélthe
twentieth century witnessed the appearance of fistmdampaigns
that were remained in the liberal- feminist premiBeese feminist
movements were striving to get equal rights for wanmas a
category of human beings, within the existing squdtical
structures. The feminist movements for rights ataxphe gender
differences and therefore, their roles, functicasis and desires
were different. Consequently, they had to be broughand treated
differently. Over the time, this gender differeneas itself put
forwarded as a major reason for reforming womerditaoms. This
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diversity in gender composition, reformers arguedde women
socially useful and hence, proper care for theimd@ions was a
social necessity. “As women themselves joined cagmsaand

formed their own organizations, this point of diffiece, being as
mother, was again stressed, but this time as aanmegt for

women'’s rights, to speech, education and emanoipatf

The Muslim modernist movement that was started nguri
1870s was predominantly male oriented. The forcds o
modernization forced Muslim community to readjust aedefine
its value system. Initially, growing awareness agahe Indian
women was confined to common issues like educakiealth care
and struggle against social evils, without the camah
considerationi” In the second decade of twentieth century first
attempt were made for setting up all-India womearganizations.
The earliest women organizations were urban andusac. From
the late nineteenth century to the early twentoethtury they were
followed by local or regional women organizatidR®©ne of the
first attempts coming together on a larger scale made in 1908,
when Mahila Parishador Ladies’ Congress was held at Madras,
attended women from all over South Indid@wo years later, in
1910, Sarala Debi formed thBharat Stree Mahamandakith
intention of forming an all-India women’s organipat, with ‘the
object of bringing together women of all castes arekds on the
basis of their common interest in the moral makgsragress of
women in India.*® However, the organization did not achieve
all-Iindia character and remained mainly limited t@ahore,
Allahabad and Calcutta. These early women'’s orgdioias were
basically established on non-communal b45At the start, these
women’s organization struggled for reforms in sbcactor;
gradually they were broadening their scope of dgtiand
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expanding “in practice the feminist agenda frongiabto political
right.”°

In the early twentieth century the communalizatarindian
politics had started, women did not remain immuoenfthis. The
presentation of Muslim demands to Lord Minto by Bim
Deputation in October 1906 and the foundation oSk League
in December 1906 were the major steps taken towardeard the
distinctness and individuality of Muslim communityhe Hindu
agitation for the annulment of partition of Bengédrted in 1905;
Muslim’s demands for separate electorate and ragserv of
government jobs in 1906 and foundation of Muslinagee in the
same year not only increased in Hindu-Muslim temdboit also
aggravated competition between educated Hindu aasliivi for
government jobs. To counter the Muslim’s move @éamitity, Hindu
communalization of politics began with new vigour which
women also participated. After few months of fourwa of the
Muslim League, Sarala Debi and Ran Bhoj Datta fedihdh 1907,
in LahoreHindu Sahayak Sabhan the plea that if Muslim had
communal organizations to protect their rights théindu must
have their own organization tbLater on,Hindu Sayak Sabhas
founded in Multan, Jhang, Sialkot, Lyallpur and @uojala. This
communalization of politics in India has one magffect on
feminist politics that it relegated the feminissugs. Congress’s
politics of nationalism and Muslim League’s policf identity had
put the Indian feminism on backbenches. It hadamby created a
division in women but also engaged them in natighgdolitics
actively.

The last two decades of nineteenth century and fik®
decades of twentieth century were witnessed a slogv gradual
change in the attitudes of Muslim men folk regagdime status and
role of women. Despite the opposition of Sir Syduned Khan, a
consciousness for women’s education and demandvdonen’s
relatively greater participatory role in communiyas growing.
Regardless of socio-cultural barriers the idea@inen’s education
progressively gained popularity, predominantly ipper class

20 Azra Asghar Ali, p.169.
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Muslim families. These changes in cultural perspestdeveloped
a new responsiveness among women and created dargetht
action, which resulted in the formulation of thesfi Muslim
women’s organization — th&njuman -e-Khawateen-e-Islam.

Sir Muhammad Shafi was personality who campaigreed f
women’s participation in different walks of life @mdvocated for
more sweeping changes. His views regarding wometés were
rather radicals and went against the establistzadiatds of Muslim
society and he allowed his family women to renoumaelah. On
Sir Shafi’s initiative theAnjuman-e-Khawateen-e-IslafMuslim
Women’s Organization) was founded in 1908 in Lahatehis
residence?? with the aim to counteract the pretensions of
organizations claiming to speak for all Indian werfieLady Shafi
was elected its first president. The members ofAhgpimanmet
occasionally in each other's homes. During thesetimgs they
formulated proposals for the spreading of educasogial reform
and the rights of women under Islam. Besides wgrkim the social
and educational uplift of Muslim women, thenjuman’s main
contribution was to popularize a new styldafqgapatterned on the
Turkish modef* The Anjumanclaimed to represent the interests of
all Muslim women, however, by the early 1930s, Ampumanhad
practically faded into oblivion due to internaligés and lack of
feminist ideology.

The Muslim reformist movement was also patronizéd a
individual level. Many women belonged to well afpcially and
politically prominent families, for instance, thenfious Faizi sisters
(Atiya Begum, Zuhra Begum and Nazli Begum), the r@ulardy
family of Bengal and many others took part in sgledor the uplift
of Muslim women. These voluntary efforts for womeducation
created an awakening amongst Muslim women all over
subcontinent. Women of the distinguished familiegdn to come

22 Sarfaraz H. Mirza, p.21.
23 Ibid. p.21 and Ayesha Jalal, p.83.
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out of purdahand take interest in the welfare of young Muslim
women. In 1913, Begum of Bhopal inaugurated thenlNbiSchool
for lady teachers at Aligarh, after the inaugumti@ female
conference were arranged which was presided ovérebBegum of
Bhopal. In this historic event many eminent womaoktpart. This
conference was indeed, a departure from the pre\aativities of
Muslim women because never before had they thowghén
exclusively separate gathering of themselvestuc&ta new note in
Muslim women’s movement in the subcontinent. Latan
organization namely All India Muslim Women’s Cordace was
set up and its office bearers were eleétdd. 1917, seven years
after the foundation oBharat Stree MahamandaMrs. Annie
Basant and some other women founded Women’s Indian
Association. This organization could be termedhesfirst purely
feminist organization to emerge on Indian scenes.MBasant
contribution was that she linked revivalism witmieine activism
but the edifice of her feminine activism was bwl women’s
self-sacrificing nature — a theme that was constfaotn the
nineteenth century on, though it had changed ierséwvmportant
ways — as a source of strength. The Calcutta Cssgteeld in
1917, ushered a new era in feminist thinking oflyewentieth
century. In this forum women'’s role in nationalmbvement was
described as vital and different from that of mi&Rlowever, this
role considered as supplementary rather leadinthaPe it was
making women’s activism more palatable and untlergag for
patriarchal society.

Women had involved in nationalist politics, in largumber,
sometimes after the passage of Rowlatt Act in 1@®.the first
anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh massacre, April1820, women
in Bombay foundedRashtreeya Stree Sabhhe first organization
devoted solely to nationalist activism. Later mawgymen activists
participated in organizational and activist po&ti The conclusion
of First World War put disastrous impact on Ottontampire

25 Muhammad Amin ZubairiMuslim Khawateen ki Taalim(Urdu) (Karachi: n.p.,
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particularly and for the Muslim world generally. likd powers’
treatment of Turkey shocked Muslims of India. Thegre bent
upon the complete annihilation of the Ottoman Kiailaln order to
force British Government to change its attitudedayg Turkey, an
organized agitation was launched in the subcontjnerown as
Khilafat Movement. The Khilafat Movement followedy krivil
disobedience movement seems to mark the time whganalist
began to consciously organize women. In the critiggys of the
Movement when Muslim leaders were in jail, Muslinromen
entered the political field under the leadershig\bédi Begum, the
mother of Ali Brothers, commonly known as Bi Ammanith her
sons in jail, she kept alive the fervour for theilktat Movement.
She toured the country addressed large gatherihgeaple who
gathered together to hear her. Bi Amman’s activéigipation in
politics had greatly influenced the future roleMuislim Women in
fulfilling the wider agenda of Muslim’s nationaligblitics.

The Women'’s Suffragist Movement in British India

The colonial power was started to conduct the empet of
natives’ representation in representative insongiat local level.
To this end, for the first time in India, in 1882etion were held for
local government though the process was contraledl limited.
Before entering in political arena, the activit@fsMuslim women
leaders, in the second half of nineteenth and fwst decades of
twentieth centuries, reflected their concern faneadion and social
reforms. The vanguards of Muslim women’s movemeateathe
women belonged to particular and influential Musliamilies?®
However, the question of women enfranchisement fisstsraised
in 1917 when a women delegation comprising of difé women
organizations, including Muslim women, Bi Amman aBdgum
Hasart Mohani, organized by an Irish suffragetteardgaret
Gillespie Cousins, who was living in India at thiate, and led by
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, waited upon the committee leshdoy
Secretary of State for India E.S. Montagu and LOh#Imsford to

28 These were, for instance, in Punjab Muhammadi @nd Abdul Qadir families, in
Bombay women, Rehamtoola, Chinoy and Tyabji famili8uhrawardy family in
Bengal. Shahida Latifyiuslim Women in Indiaali for Women, (New Delhi: n.p.,
1990), p.83.
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demands a series of reforms in the condition ofaim@dvomen. The
members of deputation for the first time demandsxbgnition for
the principle of female suffrage “as would be egteh to their
brothers” in the forthcoming reformS. They also demanded
increased educational facilities for women, impobveealth and
maternity services. Sarala Debi, headBbarat Stree Mahamandal
also made representation before the committee. he t
representation, she added that government shotldpsspecial
educational institutions for widows and enact lgwstecting the
inheritance rights of Hindu wives and daughtergerdopportunities
for women to enter professions and see that schpection
committees be formed rather than foreigner womesplte of this
meeting no mention of women'’s franchise was madelontagu-
Chelmsford proposals that simply said it was inadbile to widen
the electorate because the fear of opposition ftieen orthodox
circle and the social conditions of India was natable to extend
the franchise to womefi.

In 1918, both All India Muslim League and Indiantidaal
Congress favoured the demand of women's franchfse.
Incongruously, there were the men of allegedly beck colony,
rather than the enlightened men of supposedly addhoolonialist
society, who supported the cause of women enfraaoient.
However, the support of two major political partefdndia to this
demand was not a sign of capital change in thétudées towards
women rather it was “a product of political caldigas.”*? Another
women deputation presented this demand beforedbthBorough
Franchise Committee in 1919. Their efforts proveditiess,
Southborough Committee did not support the causevahen
enfranchisement and stated that it was not prddiicaxtend the
franchise to women in the prevailing condition india. After this
set back the women continue their struggle forardnisement, a
deputation of women under the leadership of MrsjilirNaidu put

29 M.E. Cousinslndian Womanhood TodagDelhi: Kitabistan, 1947), p.29, quoted in
Radha Kumar, p.54.

30 Report of the Indian Statutory Commissidbl. 1, His Majesty’s Stationary Office,
1930, p.49.

31 Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza, p.34.
32 Ayesha Jalal, p.83.
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their demand before the Joint Committee of bothskelof British
Parliament. The colonial power again refused tonfgradian
women the right of vote and said that the currentdions of India
were not favorable to it. However, the women kdygtirt pressure
and eventually when the government of India Act prasnulgated,
it was excluded women from the vote, but the qoastf women’s
franchise was left to the provinces, the statutsngd the right to
provincial assemblies to drop the exclusion clabgey so wished.
Madras took the lead in this respect by giving wortiee right of
vote. Among the India States, Cochin and Travaneges: also
among the first to do so. Mysore, Jhalawar and Bayntbouncils
followed suit. By 1925, except Bihar and Orrissdl, @ther
legislatures had given to women the right to vaté m these two
legislatures this right was granted in 1928. Bg §ygar the women
in British India had the same voting right as meopertied person,
male or female, were allowed to vote. This nots$itil the Indian
women; they continued to press for their demandcarhplete
enfranchisement.

The debate on women’s rights in 1920s was charaeteby
two different rationales. The one view held thaoldgical
differences between men and women affected the ssexe
qualitatively; hence women’s rights should be retpgd because
of women’s socially useful role as mothers. Ganelmphasized
self-sacrificing nature of Indian womén,defined as a special
quality of Indian womanhood, and based on the wosnexistence
as mother. According to him, the biological diffeces between
men and women not only determined masculinity awrditinity;
they meant that each had a different role to plégeses roles were
complementary and each was equally important. Tha’snrole
was as breadwinner, the woman’s as housewife artiemorhe
other rationale was being expressed that biologldtdrences did
not determine the nature of each sex, thereforeyeme having the
same needs, desires and capacities as men, witledditthe same
rights.

In the same period a shift in attitudes about wagkclass
women could also be visibly seen. Now there waglhagrowing

33 Radha Kumar, p.82.
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consciousness about the conditions working womeatrlidg
attempts were rare and basically reformist. Thenats in 1920s
were expanded both in scope and scale. The strassnat on
women’s role as mothers and wives rather now, okmmgere seen
in the way this role was defined. Even within therkers’
movements women begin to seen as a special categbrdistinct
rights and a distinct role. To include working wama the task of
nation building, the nationalists, consciouslyedrito expand the
scope of national activities on the bases of “worasnnurtures
rather than as wage-earnet$By the late 1920s the presence of
women in workers’ movements was visible. Severamnen trade
unionist leaders emerged on the scene of tradenisnio WWomen
not only organized themselves but also carved petial roles in
the workers’ movements. It is interesting to nbi& the increase in
attending women workers’ interest came at a timesrwharge
numbers of them were being affected from the ecgndnve in
textiles and mining industries, the two major inties employing
women. It has been evident that as process of indlization
progressed and labour market developed, a po@asafrved labour
force to be made. Women were considered as segoadarce of
labour force, the primary role assigned to them assurturer and
breeder of present and future generations of werkewas claimed
that women’s wage work separated them from the hoeseilting
in poorer quality of work and generations of irresgible and
unreliable workers. Therefore, bourgeois ideolo§ynotherhood
was now expanded to include working class womenaBsge of this,
it was quite possible, no real attempts were maole the
re-inclusion of women into labour market, instedtrapts were
made to carve out the space of women’s work cethtere her
biologically defined qualities of motherhood. Woriseskills were
seen as nurturing ones, such as nursing, cookilegnsing,
teaching; or those, which followed from their titamhal household
duties, such as food processing and handicrafts.

The grant of right of vote had not meant their fadkticipation
in politics that was still very limited. Women'’s tghenting struggle
for the expansion of suffrage continued through iowsr

34 Ibid., p.67.
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organizations that demanded the removal of propgulifications®
Customarily, in India women had not allowed to halare in
family property or owned and operate property iredefently. Very
limited number of women had possessed propertyaim bwn right.
Consequently, it had put severe restriction on womeolitical
participation, particularly in electoral politicetause of property
gualification for franchise, in addition to it, aher restriction for
women was that they had not permitted to takequa vote in the
election of Council of State. Though the politiceforms of 1919
were inadequate, but it was first major and suduoksstep,
according to any criteria, towards the goal ofgozdi empowerment
of women. The acceptance of women’s franchise riglough with
limited scope, had provided a strong stimulus tonewo to struggle
for adequate representation in political instita§o The first
election on the basis of new reforms was held iA019n these
elections Indian women for the first time exercigbdir right to
vote, but property qualification limited their paipation, for
instance, only 0.3%, 0.4% and 0.5% of adult fernpaleulation had
the right to vote in Bengal United Provinces (URaPunjab
respectively*®

Again, the Simon Commission, which was set up @71t
examine the working of the Montagu Chelmsford Refar
considered the question of women’s suffrage. Thgchib of
Commission by the major political parties of Ind@ced it to
prepare the report on its own evaluation of Indgiaoblem, which
was published in May 1930. The Commission was syngia to
feminists’ demand of increase in the existing rationen-women
voters. The Commission agreed to reconsider theresipn of
women’s franchise through the inclusion of new digalions, such
as: i) being the wife (of more than twenty-five y&eaf age) of a man
who had a property qualification to vote; and &)rigy a widow over
that age, whose husband at that time of his deathse qualified.
Another recommendation was that the educated wavantwenty

35 AzraAsghar Ali, p.171.
36 Report of the Indian Statutory Commission, p.53
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one %/7ears of age be considered qualified in exdledysame way as
men:

In 1928, the statutory Commission set up for thgppse of
reviewing the working of the Reforms of 1919, stexbon the need
for the expansion of women enfranchisement forrkutegislatures.
The Commission recommended “no system of franchae be
considered satisfactory or as likely to lead to dy@@overnment
where such a great disparity exists between thegyastrength of
two sexes. We feel therefore, that special qualibie should be
prescribed for women®® Later, Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz,
daughter of Sir Muhammad Shafi, and Mrs. Kamalab&ulyan of
Madras, both women were belonged to pro reservatbby,
submitted a memorandum on behalf of the Indian womeethe
Round Table Conference during its first sessiorveard by British
Government held in 1930-31 at London. The memorantaped
that the Conference would consider the questiorwomen’s
political status and that each and every citizeoukhtreated as
equal, there should be no discrimination on thashais“religion,
creed or sex in regard to the holding of any pubffece or in the
exercise of any trade or calling”’By presenting this memorandum,
the Indian women sought the guarantee of equaiityall citizens
without any discrimination on account of sex. Hoeg\nationalist
women opposed the reservation of seats for womdaheogrounds
that women it would be harmful to the objectivesnationalist
movement. When Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed in tratyr 1931,
the nationalist women changed their tune. Begunh $tewaz and
Mrs. Sarojini Naidu attended the second sessioRamfnd Table
Conference. In this session nationalist-feministenishated the
scene. They presented a memorandum to the Conéer@ine
memorandum rejected all forms of concessions to emgmwhether
of reservation, nomination or co-option and dedatet, “to seek
any form of preferential treatment would be to &telthe integrity
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of the universal decision of Indian women for abs®lequality of
political status.*

Nationalist agenda overwhelmingly influenced fermini
politics of 1930s and 1940s of pre-independencélridnder the
influence of Indian nationalism, nationalist fensitsi had put the
feminist issues in backyard, and promoted natishdéminism.
Feminist divide had not stopped here; it furthewvidkd on
communal lines. Women’s Indian Association, a nlist
feminist organization, was not only opposing theergation of
seats for women but also the reservation on comirhass too,
because according to them it would be harmfulderrational unity
of India, even the women who were in favour of resgon of seats
for women were now opposing the reservation ofssgatwomen
on communal basis, like Mrs. Subbarayam the highly charged
political atmosphere of India, the feminists fa@thck from two
sides, one from growing communalization of politaxsd second
from political parties of India who were trying ¢o-opt women for
the support of their politico-communal agenda. Eheslitico-
nationalist forces overshadowed the Indian feminigindawn of
independence.

The working committee of All-India Muslim Leaguegsad, in
1932, a resolution in support of women'’s rigHt¥he resolution
expressed the hope that all political and sociadtadles and
disqualifications in the way of female suffrage gldobe removed
and for women’s social and political emancipatibayt should be
considered equal to men and be given adequatesesyiagion.

In the following year women again advocated themend and
the All-India Women Conference sent its represergatto appear
before the Joint Parliamentary Committee in Londidrey pressed
before this Committee that their demands shouldcdresidered
which had already been incorporated in their seeoachorandum.

To handle the franchise issue, the Franchise Sulniibee of
the Round Table Conference recommended the formafitndian

40 Radha Kumar, p.81.
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Franchise Committee. This committee reviewed thestion of

expansion of women franchise by applying same ficatiions as to

men in order to increase women'’s electorate. Du@pgmittee’s

visit to India in 1931, many women and women’s oigations,

like Women'’s India Association, Muslim Ladies Asstdion, met

the Committee and presented their demdnd#ey stressed the
need for the introduction of adult franchise basedegistration and
payment of a small fee. They also demanded tharciitsement of
literate women of twenty-one years of age. On theerohand,

All-India Women’s Conference’s and National CourdafiWomen

were obsessed with nationalist agenda and rejelceegdroperty or

literacy qualification for women enfranchisementatthwas in

cor)ll;Iict with the principle of equal rights and edjopportunities for
all.

The Franchise Committee recommended the expandion o
women electorate with the intention to politicizelian women, to
force candidates to take women'’s interests andapseriously, to
rouse political interests in women and to use theie as lever for
providing reform for gender concerftsAs a result the Committee
proposed two extra qualifications; first was therkcy defined as
the ability to read and write a letter in any laage. The Committee
viewed this provision of literacy a relaxation adopportunity to
vote for unmarried Muslim girls who received edimatprivately
and did not attend school or take any public exation*® The
second extra qualification made women eligible roterhose
husbands were voters because of property qualditdt By
applying these two new qualifications the base aimen’s
franchise was consolidated. A visible improvemeantiale-female
voter ratio has been witnessed, for instance, imi@y. Bengal
Assam, Madras and United Provinces it would becahig in
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Punjab and Central Provinces 5:1 and in Bihar anss®9:1*® The
second recommendation of the Committee was regartie
reservation of seats for women. For this purpose@ittee was in
favour of special constituencies delimited for warfitHowever,
there were some issues the Committee did not cengem, like
the number of seats to be given to Hindus and Mhssknd the
number of seats to be given to women.

The most important characteristic of all this ei®ovas the
reservation of seats for women on communal basisthis purpose,
special women seats were delimited where the ptiopoof the
population of a particular community was as higlrcespared to
other communities. Therefore, in various provineests were
reserved for Muslims womel.This decision created a stir in the
circles of nationalist feminists. Different womerganizations, like
the All-India Women’s Conference, started campaggainst
reservation of seats for women on communal groghdéen the
British Government had not paid heed to the demahdhe
nationalist feminists, a sudden metamorphosis Vigbly seen in
their outlook. Now, they were demanding conversibmeserved
general women seats into Hindu women seats, becthese
believed that if the general seats could be op&readl non-Muslim
women then there would be less chances for Hindaevowinning
seats. Therefore, they were asking for a clearrassa that these
general seats would be reserved for Hindu women.

As anticipated, the Government of India Act 193% bt come
up to the expectations of women. Under the new tdatien,
though fell short of the demands put forwarded bffecknt
organizations, six million women were enfranchiaed provided a
limited franchise bas&.The women were to have reserved six seats
out of a total 150 for in (the Council of Statesl aiine out of 250 in
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the Federal Assembly. So for the first time indngtof British India,
women with prerequisite property and educationadlifoations
could exercise the right of political choice andetaheir place
alongside men in provincial as well as the fedasgkemblies.

Submergence of Feminism in Muslim Nationalism

The growing interest in modern education amondgehwle of
elite Muslim families and communalization of ‘feraapolitical
identity’ forced Muslim feminists to take interest the growing
politics of Muslim nationalism. The emergence ofio@alism
based on communal lines created a wide schism beatweo
communities> The entirely new environment transformed the
whole feminist politics; the feminist issues weunbdardinated to the
community interests and identity. Though the Mushationalism
after 1930s activated Muslim women greatly butetarded the
growth of feminism among them.

The All-India Muslim League, the only major poldicgparty of
Indian Muslim, had tried to enlist the support ofi$im women to
its nationalist agenda. The Muslim League startedrganize and
involve women in politics. In its Patna session38.9the League
established an all-India Muslim Women'’s Sub-Comeeittvith the
aim to co-opt Muslim women and to organize thenitiocause? It
was for first time that an appeal was made to Musliomen to
organize themselves with the parameters of the ueagowever,
the new emergent Muslim female leadership was geldnto
prominent, wealthy, and modern educated familiesMafslim
Leaguers?” It is seemed that at that time the single critefar the
nomination of Muslim women to Women’s Sub- comnattgas
their relation to their men, not based on their opalitical
gualifications. This new women leadership did, tgraat extent,

53 Begum Shaista lkramullakrom Purdah to Parliament(London: Cresset Press,
1963), p.87.

54 “Proceedings of the All-India Muslim League Tesix session Patna”, in
Sharifuddin Pirzada, (ed.J;oundation of Pakistan\Vol. 11, Karachi, p.318 and
Sarfaraz Hussain Mirza. p.41.
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create political consciousness, not the gendercoomsness, among
women and spread the message of the Muslim League.

In the annual session held at Lahore on March 22:240, the
All-India Muslim League demanded, for the first @npartition of
India on communal basis. In addition to the demaingartition, it
was reported that the “special feature of the Bassvas the
appearance of such a large number of Muslim womea public
function of this sort.*® Quaid-i-Azam in his presidential address
also stressed on the need of women'’s role in tlagle and said “I
believe that it is absolutely essential for usit@gvery opportunity
to our women to participate in our struggle of afed death. Women
can do a great deal within their homes even updedati.>” On
this occasion, from the women section, Begum MuhathrAli
Johar spoke in favour of inclusion of Muslim womgro the
League politics, according to her, in the politiield “men could
not do anything without the help of wometi. The net result of
these efforts of the Muslim league was the paittgn of Muslim
women in mainstream politics.

The highly electrified Muslim politics of pre-partn India in
1940s involved Muslim women in the political moverhdor
Pakistan and forced them to take part in the pslitif agitation to
support partition agenda of the League. In LahameéApril 23, 1940,
for the first time, a small group of Muslim womegitltheir homes
and took out a procession and protested againsirtast of Muslim
leaders and the banning of tikaksars All the women participants
in the procession were wearitgirgas.On June 16 teiKhaksar
women and on June 18 men and women took out pioogs©ne
thing was clear that all these processions and dstradions had
nothing to do with the women'’s rights. However, floe first time,
the whole process got involved Muslim women inedtig@gitation.
The street politics was the place where the inigsline between
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what was acceptable and unacceptable for womerdveaen and
women had finally crossed it over.

To broadened the base of women’s political acgsitithe
Muslim League decided to form the Muslim Girl Stote
Federation, The girl's federation was proposed kohched by
Lady Abdul Qadir, Fatima Begum, and Miss M. QureStese
women were very active in organizing the supporttfe idea of
Pakistan and creating political awareness amondyltrsim girls®
The Girls’ Federation had become the vanguard efWomen’s
Sub-Committee touring the countryside holding pubtieetings
and spreading the League message to Muslim w&men.

The mounting political activity that swept the waatountry
provided little space for individual woman to tallecision on
political issues on her own while taking gendersideration before
deciding, in August 1941, the Working Committeetiod Muslim
League in a resolution called upon the Muslim repnative¥’ to
the newly formed National Defense Council to resfggm the
Council within ten days. The Premiers of Bengals#a and the
Punjab resigned from the Council, but Begum Shakasaefused
to do so, on the plea that she had been nominategpeesentative
of the Indian women, not the representative ofMhuslim League.
The Muslim League subsequently rejected her pldaapelled her
from the Muslim Leagu&® The Women'’s Central Sub- committee
of the League also endorsed this decision. Thetigadlimilieu
snatched the power of self-assertion from the Musliomen. In
this situation a woman has no right to take gersires, but has
political rights, as a member of Muslim communitefined by
political necessities of her male-dominated comityunand
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endowed to her. The community was struggling feeparate state;
therefore, out of this parameter Muslim women hiags scope for
gender manoeuvrability.

Under the political exigencies, in 1942, Quaid-iaAz took
direct interest in the Muslim women committees’aaff. During
tours he addressed various gatherings of Muslim &orand
involved them in Muslim nationalist politics witrew vigour®* At
this time Muslim women'’s political activities weaépeak. Keeping
in mind the depressed conditions of Muslim womennah also
took interests in women issues. Consequently, tomew’'s Central
Sub-Committee appointed a sub-committee, in A3, to draft a
programme of social, economic and cultural uplift Muslim
women®In the same meeting the Women’s CenfBalb-Committee
took up important feminist issues. The Committegspd resolution
in connection with housewife’s problems and thersge of
foodstuffs and urged the Government “to nominateneo on Food
Committees.®® The Committee also urged upon the Government to
allocate specified sums in the grant-in-aid to wasi schools and
institutions to be spent exclusively on Muslim fdesa It also
demanded suitable amendmentsShmariat Bill (1937), which had
been passed by the Central Assembly in respeahefitancé. In
the middle of 1943, a terrible famine swept thevprce of Bengal
causing considerable loss of life. In response émdal famine
women organized relief committees to collect fuadd supplies.

By outlining women’s uplift programme and taking tipe
housewife’s problems and the issue of food shorthgethe
Women'’s Sub-Committee started the process of retognof
women’s peculiar issues which were ignored forsiddes of Muslim
nationalism’s necessities. Discussing and debatorg the
fundamental issue of women'’s inheritance was thestap towards
starting the movement for getting legal rights. Aowledgement of
women’s issues particularly the question of inlaace by the
women themselves was a breakthrough in a societyevhen were
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not ready to accept even religious injunctions be issue and
preferredrawaj (custom) instead ddhariat.

The number of Muslim women involved in the League’s
activities was increasing day by day. Five thouddndlim women
attended the annual session of the Muslim Leagwd Im
December 1943 at KaracHiWell-dressed band of newly formed
Women’s National Guard was also present there aspkected by
Quaid-i-Azam. The presence of Women’'s Guards indgdhe
approval of a completely new role for women; it dies that they
were marching towards the end of their isolatiohahe and there
was no need to live under heavy protection. Byi@g#ting in
public meetings, collecting funds, promoting theddf Pakistan.
Muslim women and girls were interacting with strargg and
appearing in public. These women and girls weréatiing the rule
of purdah --seclusion and confinement -- which was enacted for
women. The politics of Muslim nationalism has iolweed new
norms though unwittingly and indirectly and gradyalccepted by
Muslim community.

The Muslim League and its various committees weogigding
the stage to women for expressing their concermey Tcould
discuss and pass the resolutions on the variousewsnas well as
national issues. The Muslim women were not allowedorm
exclusive feminist organizations or to join otheeminist
organizations, so they have to remain in the cesfiof Women’s
Sub-Committee. The Committee called upon all Mustiomen to
join the League and to cease all connections witbtler women
organizations and advised all the members of therGittee to
sever the relations with All-India Women Conferenaed the
communist organizations of women in Indfa.

The 1946 elections had become the culmination oflivu
Politics in united India. In these elections thediilm League had
not only to be proved itself as a sole represargatrgan for the
Muslims of India but also through these electidrisas a chance to
achieve its long cherished goal -- an independenslivh state.

68 Ibid., p.67.
69 Ibid., p.68.



130 Pakistan Journal of History & Culture, Vol.252004)

Consequently, it was imperative that maximum nundbeoters be
mobilized to extend their support to the League,election
campaign the Muslim women actively participated and
disseminated the League’s message to the urbarethssvrural
women effectively. In urban areas the mobilizatanvoters was
not a big problem because in cities Women’s Sub-@ittee has, to
some extent, sufficient organizational infrastrueflut the League
was facing a serious challenge in rural areas.\ildraen taken the
challenge and toured the rural areas canvassintpéokeague. In
the electoral politics women were not only campeignand
canvassing but also contesting the elections. mjabuthe League
awarded tickets to two Muslim women. Begum Salmss@dduque
Hussain and Begum Jahanara Shah Nawaz. Both wogldébigon
with thumping majority.

After the elections, in Punjab, the governor did inwite the
Muslim League, the majority party in the assembly, form
ministry. This led dissensions in the League’s woskand created a
commotion among them. The League workers startethtiy
against newly formed Khizr Hayat Ministry. On Mar8&h 1946,
protesting against the governor’s attitude, fivedned women, in
Lahore, led a demonstratiéhThis kicked off radicalism in Muslim
women of the Punjab. When in January 1947, theg®uRjovincial
Muslim League had launched a civil disobedience enmant; the
Muslim women actively participated in this movemenhey led
demonstrations, took out processions, and werestada baton
charged, tear gassed, dropped out of the citysi@deand jailed by
the police’* The Punjab Muslim League had succeeded in bringing
down the Khzir Ministry that resigned on March 247.

The civil disobedience movement that was starteédariPunjab
also has spillover effects on the women of the ophevinces, like
Sindh, and enlivened them politically, however,ythgere not
visible in the political field until relatively lat The movement has
even successfully mobilized the women of the NWFEe most
conservative area of the Subcontinent. For thetfiree, during this
movement, Pathan women marched unveiled in a ppldicession.
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On April 3, 1947, a procession of about fifteen dinea picketed Dr.
Khan Sahib’s (Chief Minister of NWFP) residence disted the
League flag on his house. In addition to theseviets, the Muslim
women formed a secret organization known as “WarrCih.” The

War Council set up an underground radio statiotedaPakistan
Broadcasting Station and was operated without besged until
August 14, 19472

Conclusion

The contours of Indian politics, before independgr@ad radically
changed the premises of Indian Muslim women’s erit. From being
docile, submissive, passive and silent less thamau being, they
surfaced as active political conscious and to s@xent assertive
individuals, they participated in political moventgnat same time, they
became aware of and fought against their own opptesonditions as
women. The feminist struggle, that was started ftioensecond half of the
nineteenth century, brought fruits for them in ghepe of, in addition to
receive education and own property, the grantgiftrio vote. Voting is
sometimes understood as the first step in a suoces$ increasingly
demanding political acts. Although enfranchisenm@nindian (Muslim)
women may have its limitations as a criterion ofitmal participation,
women’s exercise of the vote has especial meamjamst the backdrop
of suffragist struggle. After getting voting rigthipwever, women did not
vote with the same ratio as men. On the other Hdndlim women
participated in nationalist struggle and used their right not in favour
of achieving their gender rights but for a politiciruggle that was
male-dominated. Their representation in the highekms of political
party — the All-India Muslim League — was insige#int. As a result,
they were out from the political decision-makingggss and management
of affairs of the party. The Muslim women’s paniation in Pakistan
movement can be termedas hocparticipation that means “participation
in political campaigns that are relatively shoveli’®

From participation in politico-nationalist movemghbowever,
Muslim women gained political awareness and a terteodicum
of political skill. They learned the ability to aagize, demonstrate,
mobilize, collect funds and provide relief servigedime of crisis.
Their abilities were recognized by men and usedslMuwomen
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proved themselves as an indispensable factor innadist movement
and recognized “as a powerful potential source ofitipal
activity.”™

Muslim women’s contribution to Pakistan movementswrhaps
outstanding. Women had participated in nationatistement, directly or
indirectly, through their men folk. The stricturasd social norms of the
Muslim society that restricted women to private esghprovided less
space for women in public world. Conversely, thidduction of new
state structure, political institutions and nornperwed avenues to public
world for women and resulted in the emergence ofirfiesm. The
politico-feminist movements that gained momentumirdy 1920s and
1930s took feminist issues and achieved some of fie right to vote
did not keep the pace in 1940s.

In the first three decades of twentieth century tleeninist
movements and nationalist movement were operating noutual
co-existence basis. The Muslims of India were tyyio preserve their
communal identity within the existing political $gm. In this period the
Muslim League was not projecting the idea of partitof India as its
political goal. Therefore, it created enough roamtfie growth of Muslim
feminism and the articulation of feminist issuesudiims’ politics of
identity and feminism were functioning not only el to each other but
also supportive of each other. After the adoptibpastition of India as an
ultimate goal of Muslims of India on March 23, 1989 the Muslim
League, the equation between feminism and Muslitiomalism has been
altered drastically in favour of nationalism. Inrtfes the Muslim
nationalist movement was so strong that it engulfed feminist
movement. Muslim women were allowed by their merember public
world but only for the sake of nationalist intesesMuslim women
political activists were urged to leave other feistirorganizations; the
only option for them was All-India Muslim League’$Vomen's
Sub-Committee. They have to work and support thagle agenda.
Nationalism is so encompassing ideology that it#vagvay or submerged
all others. The Muslim feminist movement faced #@mme fate. The
feminist interests were subordinated to nationatigrests and feminist
movement was submerged in the Muslim nationalisveneent. This
process of submergence has greatly influencecethanfst movements in
Pakistan after independence.
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