Remembering Miss Jinnah

Dr. M.A. Syed”

The last forty-six years of our independent existetmave
witnessed great changes in the writing of histdghereas we
have, to some degree, stopped the process of exgaand
apologizing for Pakistan’s existence, we have at shme time
confused the contours of history with the rise &dbtlof political
philosophies. More court historians have writtenwdrat they call
history and the images that have been shown tpdople have
neither any relevance to our political culture wor intellectual
heritage.

A nation that has not been so lucky in producirepdés of
outstanding merit has fallen prey to ignore evars¢hfew whose
lives were devoted to uphold the best and the mobstished
principles in their public and private lives. Pd&iss roll-call of
leaders is extremely disappointing yet there araes the glory
of our history whose equals one seldom finds in dheals of
world history. The literature on those who have tabaoted
positively is not only scant but also poor in qtyali

Miss Fatima Jinnah’s role in the making of Pakistad after
1947, in acting as her brother’s representativéheindependent
Pakistan has been neglected to the disadvantag®ee gfosterity.
She deserves to be remembered not because shesister @f the
great leader but because she worked for the creafidakistan.
Her life, political as well as social, had no otleetour but that of
the Quaid and the movement for Pakistan. Historg béen
deceived us by showing only those faces that appedhe stage
and by hiding those who were actually and activedhind these
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leaders. Miss Jinnah's career before 1947 waghi&eof a nurse, a
doctor and even a mother who cared for comforthatt tmind
which was working for the materialisation of thead of Pakistan.

Miss Jinnah’s role between 1947 and 1965 was tiaa o
warner and warner only. Ayub Khan says:

She was leading a solitary life and had showrelittterest

in politics except for issuing periodical statensetd the

press on days of national importance. Since théhdeahe

Quaid-i-Azam she had maintained a consistent pesbiir

opposition and criticism towards every government.

Though Ayub’s assessment of her role was motivdigd
political designs and he wanted to show that Migmah's
opposition to his government was not an exceptignabmatter of
attitude. But | consider it a compliment, actuatignifestation of a
rare quality. She opposed those governments whiculd not
have been there. She raised her feeble voice aghm®utbursts
of thundering dictators and demagogues whose pmiotve was
to save their own chair and push the national é@stein the
background. This struggle that Miss Jinnah continwerbally
took an active shape during the presidential elastdf 1965.

In her seventies Miss Jinnah accepted her ‘nonundbr the
office of the president at the insistence and Esigm of Khwaja
Nazimuddin, Chaudhri Muhammad Ali, Maulana Bashand
Sheikh Mujibu-ur-Rehman. After accepting her caatlide, Miss
Jinnah undertook a tour of the country to talkhe people. She
appeased not only as a living memory of the Quatdlso the last
hope for united Pakistan.

When people would go in millions to receive her the
railway station with emotions and exuberance hither
unprecedented and when she was told that they ¢@we to see
you, with modesty and grace and with dignity anddoar, she
would say. “They have come to show their conteropiaf dictator.
| have passed through station many times in thewiésout even
being noticed”.

Apparently that was not true but with one statemsime

demolished the temple of personality worship cuid aaised he
minaret of peoples’ voice in support of democracy.
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Her symbol in the elections of 1965 was ‘lanterttie source
of light - indigenous and known to every Pakistahie came forth
as source of light when the alleys of Pakistaniitigsl were
darkened by the huffing and puffing of the dictadad his legates.
She will be remembered as the first and the forémetender of
democracy and if the polls would not have beeneiggio one
could have stopped her from coming to power noé ldther
presidents but as a repository of the hopes andaéieps of the
peoples of Pakistan.



