Fatima Jinnah and Kashmir
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Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah, the youngest sister of &eumf
Pakistan Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, was dabli a
dental surgeon who practised in Bombay in her oemtal clinic.
After the sad demise of her sister-in-law i.e., MRati Jinnah, wife
of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 1929, shevated
herself to the care and assistance of her gre#ttdirdAt that time
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was considered oh¢he
top most leaders of the subcontinent.

Madar-i Millat Mohtarama Fatima Jinnah, throughbet life
played an active role in the Pakistan Movementn@lwith his
brother. After the death of her illustrious brotistie continued to
lead and educate the people of Pakistan enablirgn tho
understand the ideals of Pakistan, for which tlaknhic and
Welfare State was created.

Madar-i Millat besides the national and internasibrssues,
always gave due importance to Kashmir problem. &itioe
beginning of Kashmir problem she very ably guidked people
about this dispute. In her speech on Igbal Day w 8agh,
Lahore, in 1949 she said:

All this loose talk of division of Kashmir can nevee accepted
either by the people of Kashmir or Pakistan. 1 hibjose who
are at the helm of affairs in Azad Kashmir will r&im vigilant

so that what happened in Pakistan may not be regphbatre

O The Pakistan Times (Islamabad), 9 July 1995.
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In May 1949, she went to Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashanid
addressed a public meeting in which she said:

The one thought that was nearest to the heartedfth Quaid-
i-Azam, when he was breathing his last was Kastamit her
freedom. The Quaid-i-Azam had sympathies for tgilmasses
of Kashmir. Though he is no more amidst us hisitsiair
influence is still there to keep kindling the flamef

determination and courage in the heart of everyistak to

sacrifice his all for Kashmir.

... Those brave Mujahids who have undergone greatshgr
for the cause of their Mother Land, | assure yoat ttheir
courage and sacrifices would make them mastersashiir.
Nature made Kashmir a part of Pakistan, and Kastwitlione
day became a part of Pakistan. Truce negotiatioasbaing
carried on and a stage for the forthcoming pletasis being
set, but all this should not make you sell-compl&cé’ou
should not relax your vigilant watch.

On the first death anniversary of Quid-i-Azam inpteenber
1949, in her broadcast from Radio Pakistan, shenaed the
nation that:

The question of Kashmir was nearest to the Quaidam’s
heart during the last few days of his life. Theyoméws which
interested him whether on the Radio or in the mpeas
regarding Kashmir, lie always felt very unhappy tthhis
problem was being delayed. His wish to free Kashmais not
fulfilled during his lifetime. | hope the people Bakistan will
not rest and will make every sacrifice till thetlagsh of the
Quaid-i-Azam is fulfilled.

Again in September 1950, on the Quaid’s death amsary
she pointed out that:

... Quaid-i-Azam died with Kashmir as his constantecaThat
problem has remained as the major problem of Rakisthe efforts
of the people to decide their own fate and destimye been
ruthlessly put down. This mighty urge for freedoohi the people of
Jammu and Kashmir cannot be ignored. No amountr@pgganda
can perpetuate this sad condition of those peapdelaam confident
that all people of Pakistan will never allow thisjuistice to be
perpetrated.

On Pakistan Day’s message on 1951, she said:
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... It is, therefore, your duty to realise your seasaesponsibility
and see that the people of Kashmir are no longpride of their
right to determine their own future in a lair antfettered manner.

On the third death anniversary of Quaid-i-Azam 951, she
said:

That august body called United Nations has passsalutions after
resolutions and sent its emissaries without theitesl being any
nearer | hope the people of Kashmir will exercise greatest care
and vigilance to ensure that the tragedy is notaiga.

In August 1953, when government of Sheikh Muhammad
Abdullah was toppled and he was arrested by InGiawernment,
in her Pakistan Day message the Madar-i Millat:said

... The solution of the problem of Kashmir by meahs @lebiscite
and the right of self-determination of the peomedecide their own
faith and destiny has been agreed upon in prindigl8harat. But it
has been prevented on one pretext or in the othdildtory tactics.

On Eid-ul-Azha message in 1953, and on death argawe of
Quaid-i-Azam 1953, she spoke about Kashmir, ardt sai

... Pakistan was achieved in seven years. Six years how passed
but the solution of Kashmir is as distant as it wbshe death of the
Quaid-i-Azam. Let us therefore, once again rallymd the advice
and the teaching of the Quaid-i-Azam and inculdaith, courage
and determination to force our adversaries to dctee united

demand of the people of Jammu and Kashmir fordstiérmination.
To his last breath the Quaid-i-Azam had Kashmiraspmst in his
mind. The freedom of Pakistan cannot be completd the four

million Kashmiri brethren are liberated from theigl of the Bharati
yoke.

She continued,

Today there is not even semblance of democratigall
government in the Bharati-occupied part of Jammd Kashmir.
Sheikh Abdullah, who was put up as the Leader ef National
Conference, is now behind the prison bars guardethé Bharati
bayonets. Whom does, therefore, the present gowwthmepresent?
They can only claim to represent those whose subletd bayonets
helped them to office. They have stilled the popufasurge by resort
to bullets and repression.

As soon as a vacuum of authority was created byameval
of semblance of legal or popular power, the peapléhe Valley
boldly and courageously stood up against the bagara shouted
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the slogans oPakistan Zindabad. Their hearts, flushed with love
for Pakistan, were pierced through by the bullétthe occupying
army. “We cannot recognise any government whiclingalled
without ascertaining the popular will.”

Madar-i Millat comparing the Jammu and Kashmir wikie
referendum of NWFP, said:

The conscience of the world ought not to fail taenthe
emergence of a new imperialism arising not far afwasn our
doors, with dangerous implications have alreadiyr#d three
victims. Hyderabad, Jungadh and Manavadar. Paadialdar
Lal Nehru himself took the Kashmir issue to the & with
his consent plebiscite was determined the onlytwwiwf the
Kashmir Problem five years ago. In North-West Femt
Province a plebiscite was accomplished in a maitefew
months, so was it done in Sylhet.

When the Congress suggested referendum in the i€ront
Province we did not hesitate, in spite of the Cesgr
government being in power in the province. Whai ken that
holds Nehru back now from an immediate plebisgitdammu
and Kashmir after having agreed to it five years.ayho is
responsible for this inordinate delay in Kashmicept the
intransigence of the Indian Government who knoved thwill

be fighting a losing battle and no less to lethasfjthe United
Nations.

The Plebiscite Administrator was appointed with ¢basent of
both the parties five years ago. There was no neespend
more than a month or two to make full arrangemémtsthe
purpose of holding the plebiscite. As a matteraat fve in this
country have actually held a plebiscite to detearthe will of
the people in NWFP. Our experience there shoule elped
us to shorten rather than lengthen the period.

. We are definitely against any further delay. Wavéh
already been rebuked that some of our problems ¢pawve into
ancient history, because we delayed their solutiomder no
circumstances well the people of Pakistan toleaaie further
delay | the holding of this plebiscite. Ancient thiy does
neither efface green memories and live issues, daonpen
enthusiasm and resolute determination of the Natioondo
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the wrongs. lts references should only help usetwew our
resolve and rededicate ourselves to the sacreé.caus

In 1965, when India and Pakistan went to war aga@ash
other she said:

Recent happenings have chilled the hearts of tlopleeof
good will and no doubt plebiscite is the fundamkehtaman
right of Kashmiri. Colonialism has not paid anyidends even
to the long established imperialistic powers antl e@értainly
pay none to the new comers in the field. The rebéiory is
full of unsuccessful attempts to suppress the @oill.

In 1966, in her Eid-ul Fitr message, she said:

... While we enjoy the blessings of Edi, our hearts lzeavily
burdened with critical conditions and devastatibiKashmiris
people who had to suffer and pay a heavy pricenofault of
their own.

We are so extremely mindful of the splendid memainour

gallant martyrs who laid down their precious livesorder to

preserve the honour of the people and to defendabieed soil
of this country. Obviously, the people have evégitrto check
the balance sheet, because the sovereignty rebitsheim. Let
us examine what is the net result of these saesifiviewed in
this context, one is baffled to find the positivairg and net
results. What the blood of our brave soldiers agdewas lot
on the conference table.

The interpretation and explanation of Tashkent &mdion
does not solve the issue and problems of KashmiliPakistan
for which the people of Kashmir and Pakistan wergjected
to numerous hardship and extreme sacrifices.

The crux of the matter is that the fate of Kashmiserably
lingers on as before. Under the circumstances,oitildv be
wishful thinking to hope against hope for a bettied.

It is proudly claimed that the Tashkent Declaratiayuld pave
the way for the settlement of Kashmiris disputeitisiot a
bitter fact that for the past 1 year we have bemrstantly and
painfully paving the way for the solution of dowrodden
Kashmiris? Naturally, the question arises as torevheill it

lead to and what is the ultimate end of it? Juddimerefore,
from the realistic point of view, it must be saidat the
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Tashkent Declaration betrayed lack of sagacity, doiis,
foresight and vision on the part of those who atagigned,
sealed and delivered on behalf of Pakistan an ptteim
explain it away only adds insult to injury and lsuttie cause of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir as well as of Rakis an
irreparable way.



