Presidential Elections:
Ayub’s Version

The concept of Basic Democracies had been evoluddrae
scheme prepared in cut-and-dried form. Towardsetie of 1959
the adult population of the country went to thelptd elect their
representatives, who came to be known as Basic Detso
Constituencies were delimited and Martial Law Ragahs
amended to allow candidates to organize public img®t The
results of this election were announced on 11 Jgrig60.

A few days before, | was advised by the Cabineetek a vote
of confidence from the 80,000 members elected ® Basic
Democracies Councils. | accepted this advicetltfigt | must have
a clear mandate from the people to set up the sagesonstitutional
machinery in the country. | undertook an extendiwer of both
Provinces. The mission was to meet the people amxplain my
thinking to them and the lines on which | proposednitiate the
constitutional processes. | met millions of peogleing this tour
and addressed innumerable public meetings. Thec Bssnocrats
gave me an overwhelming vote of confidence. Théobalas held
on 14 February and the results were announced &eldfiary 1960.
As | have mentioned earlier, | received confirmaiim95-6 per cent
of the approximately 80,000 votes cast. | was swornat
Rawalpindi on 17 February 1960, for a four-yeamteas the first
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elected President and immediately thereafter | anced the setting
up of a Commission to draw up a new Constitutiaritie country.

From February 1960 to March 1962 was the perioohguvhich
the system of Basic Democracies was nursed andloped
Representatives of the people at various levelg wanbled, in an
organized manner, to familiarize themselves withdbnditions and
problems of their areas and a forum was providedhiem to solve
their problems in collaboration with the officiabencies of the
government. Schemes and projects were drawn uphdypéople
themselves and implemented through voluntary effupplementing
official initiative and organization

During these two years, people came to recogneentérit of
electing representatives from among themselve®hserving their
work and watching their conduct at close rangemiatters of
immediate concern to the people. Simultaneoussfitutions were
set up to provide training to Basic Democrats inthods of
government development work. The official machinesyne in for
close scrutiny by the people and gradually it beigadentify itself
with the needs and requirements of the common mignwhole
effort was to build up the confidence of the peopietheir
representatives so that they would be able to sttnem with more
important political responsibilities in course ahé. The mandate
which | sought from the Basic Democrats in 1960 tiasfirst step
in this direction.

| gave considerable thought to the question wheBesic
Democracies should be given political functionderrestricted to
economic and social work. The theoreticians advisedthat not
only should the Basic Democrats be given no palitiesponsibility,
but that their association with government agensfesuld also be
terminated. Now, | thought that if | were to agteehis | should be
making the whole system ineffective. The assoaciatiath the
officials had produced two wholesome results: aftrst instance, it
was acting as a check on the working of the govenmtmand
secondly, and more important, it was providingBlasic Democrats
with an opportunity not only to understand how goweent
functioned but also to supervise and guide its ioning. If the
ultimate aim was that all local government actestshould become
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the direct responsibility of people’s represen&giv then this
association between the Basic Democrats and theiatdf was

unavoidable. | could foresee the time when offgci@buld become
the functionaries of the local councils and theespntatives of the
people would assume their legitimate role of adstrators.

The idea that development and politics should Ip¢ &part was
equally unrealistic. | did not want the Basic Demas to be
reduced to the position of unwanted social workeithout any
authority or say in the political affairs of theurdry. We did not
have enough men to provide parallel leadership, doe
development activities and the other for politiatihirs. If the Basic
Democrats were denied the right to represent toistituencies in
political matters, they would lose all importancedabecome
subservient either to the bureaucracy or to thoke exercised
influence because of their wealth or other tribal essectarian
considerations.

| was not unconscious of the fact that the BasimmbDeats
elected by the people in 1959 were not in all cisedest that the
community could offer. The old politicians had oagr on an
insidious propaganda against the system, and adnsevere
employed by them to prevent people of merit fronsuasng
leadership in their areas. In certain cases theythair household
servants elected as Basic Democrats. Their punwaseto disrupt
the system and expose the ‘village folks’ to ridkcun this they had
the support of the urban ‘elite’ who often lauglredthe regional
costumes and ‘native’ manners of Basic Democrdts. ig turban
of one Basic Democrat was enough for the inteldudistrust the
whole system. How could anyone who did not converdenglish
become a representative of the people ? These Basiocrats,
who had never read a Shakespearean play and coiujdiote a line
from T. S. Eliot, appeared to them like some kihbarbarians who
had been elevated to positions of leadership.

All this propaganda was aimed at the dignity of doenmon
man and was the intellectuals’ response to a systewhich all
people, regardless of wealth or education, had peevided with
new avenues of progress. But inadvertently thegdudeto prove my
point. Leadership was not the exclusive presentbeofew who had
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acquired proficiency in western sciences and hutiesnieadership
belonged to the people. A household servant mighikema better
leader than the master because he had more synfpathg people
and more time for the problems of the communityw#is this
attitude of the old politicians and certain sectiaf urban society
that finally convinced me that if Basic Democratsra/ not given
political responsibility they would be destroyed nio time and,
along with them, the whole system would crumble.

By the beginning of 1962 people had begun to redhe utility
and effectiveness of Basic Democracies and it wasoining
obvious that | intended to give them political ftions. The new
Constitution was announced on 1 March 1962. TheicBas
Democrats then proceeded to elect the represesgatithe people
to the National Assembly in April 1962 and to theowncial
Assemblies in May 1962. Prior to these electiorsslied an Order
authorizing the Election Commission to take allessary measures
to ensure that the elections were conducted hgnegsstly, and
fairly, and that corrupt practices were eliminat€de old politicians
thought that if they did not seek election they lddind themselves
excluded from political life. It was interesting $ee many of those
who had publicly criticized and discredited theteys eating their
words and approaching Basic Democrats for suppbe. masters
were going to household servants and the eliteutbaned natives’
for votes. It was a fitting nemesis!

The political parties had not yet been revivedan@unced on
10 May 1962 that the whole question of politicattieas would be
considered by the National Assembly ‘after full apdblic
discussion’.

The new National Assembly met in Rawalpindi on 8elu
1962. | was sworn in under the new Constitutiorthef Second
Republic. Martial Law was lifted on that day andrfrthen on the
country was to be governed by the normal law of [Hred. |
appealed to the Assembly and to the people to aifer trial to
the Constitution. As | saw it the main objectivesfdoe the
National Assembly were:

1. to ensure the integrity of Pakistan against extedaager
and internal disruption;
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2. to make Pakistan as strong as possible and to pecmnwong
its people a national outlook, removing all traoédistrust
and suspicion between the two wings; and,

3. to adopt measures for the moral and material happiof
the people, paving the way for a social welfaréeSta

These objectives could be achieved only throughoag and
stable government capable of formulating and impeletng
long-term plans and policies. If the existence afgynment was
subject to dishonest alliances and pressures tiicabparties, the
country would not make any progress.

The next important thing was to bring about conwlet
understanding and unity between East and WesttaakiBecause
of the distance separating the two Provinces saffegehces and
misunderstandings were inevitable, but it was o thimost
importance to realize that if these differencesengarried too far
in certain areas disaster would follow: we hacetmgnize that the
unity, security, and progress of the country weratters of
common concern. In my inaugural address to the oNali
Assembly | said:

From today we are entering a new phase of our raltide
and activity. In a major change of this nature | hppeple will act
and react with a sense of maturity, wisdom, andiplige. It will
give us great satisfaction if the blessings of the rastm of
constitutional institutions are appreciated and recogniyguebple
in all spheres in general, and by the members anidtilégentsia
in particular. As leaders of public thinking, it deve$ on them to
give a lead in dignified behaviour and decorum. f@sion in
thought and action is the last thing we as a nation candaff

| would like to remind you that the recommencementhef t
constitutional process does not mean the re-start ofiqabliife
from the stage where it stood on 8 October 1958.Hguthe last
three and a half years an enormous amount of thgnkind
planning has taken place at a fast pace. Duringo#ni®d, people
have got used to expecting concrete results frongtivernment.
They will expect the same from you as well. This meaaas only
constructive efforts and sound statesmanship wilwak&n the
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discerning consciousness of the people and not mer@ional
and fiery outbursts and speeches.

On the measure of success we attain in working the
Constitution in the spirit in which it has been kwa depends the
well-being of our future generations and also timelication of the
faith and belief of those who, under the leaderstup
Quaid-e-Azam, Mahomed Ali Jinnah, struggled so hardi
suffered so much for the creation of Pakistan.

The great debate on the Constitution did not abate the
inauguration of the National Assembly; indeed, Wigole thing
continued to be discussed with great passion irtieldssembly. |
made it clear that | would be prepared to acceptpsitive and
constructive amendments in the Constitution; thas the whole
purpose of providing a procedure within the Constin itself to
propose amendments. But if any attempt was madtknper with
any of the fundamental concepts, the whole cortitital
framework would collapse. And | would not be a paid any
process which would result in confusion and chaos.

The National Assembly had two important subjectdeal with:
one related to the question of the revival of pwditparties, and the
other to the mode of voting under the system obensial franchise
provided in the Constitution. The Assembly caméconclusion
that political parties should be allowed to operatel | gave my
assent to the Bill which was passed by the Assefoblyis purpose.
The Report of the Franchise Commission was alsmiigal to the
Assembly and by a large majority the Assembly dettithat people
should elect the President of the country and tlegiresentatives to
the National and the Provincial Assemblies throupgk Basic
Democrats functioning as an Electoral College. Aksembly also
decided that the Basic Democrats should first cetepltheir
functions as members of the Electoral College leetbey were
vested with responsibilities in the sphere of damma development
activities. | gave my assent to this also.

I would have thought that the National Assemblyyihg
determined these two vital issues, would then getith the work of
nation-building. But political groups and organinas outside the
Assembly maintained their pressure and kept theosgpirere
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charged with controversy. The opposition, whichsisted of several
groups, was severely divided on the question oivatwf formal
political parties. A section among them advocateal {political
parties should not be revived and a fight for wihaty called the
‘democratization of the Constitution’ should be wdginder some
kind of a united command. Others were more realistiey decided
to revive their respective political parties to gmes for the
forthcoming general elections in 1965, under the<itution. As
far as | could understand, the former group wantedvoid the
general elections. In the days when they were iwepdhey had
always managed to retain control by frustratingpatigrammes of
elections: they had rarely faced even a by-electaralone general
elections. About them | was not worried becaus@dvk that the
system had gained enough confidence among thee&obé able to
repel their designs.

The groups which proceeded to set up politicaligmnivere
welcome to me. | knew that the Constitution woulvér to be
submitted to a political test during the forthcoghgeneral elections
and | was determined that the country should havwell-dedged
experience of elections on a national level. | Wimeed, | realized, a
political party to fight the final battle for theo@stitution. The
Pakistan Muslim League was revived and | acceftedPtesidency
of the League. My real anxiety about the opposifiarties was that
most of them had adopted political programmes whiokre
basically negative in character and depended ortienadism and
agitation; no one among them had any national pbpby. There
were some working for a virtual separation betwdlka two
Provinces in the name of autonomy. They also watatédng about
the disintegration of West Pakistan. Others wereking against all
progress and development and wanted to establisk ebscurantist
type of dictatorship in the name of religion.

It was suggested to me at that time that | shooldigentify
myself with any political party, and there was soatwantage in
that. But considering the agitational role to whagbposition was
committed, | decided to support the only politipakty which had
presented to the people a positive and nationafgramome
reflecting the ideology of Pakistan and the peapleige for
progress.
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As 1964 approached, the opposition stepped upctisites
and started looking for a presidential candidateeyTknew that no
single party was in a position to put up a candiddtits own. Some
of them thought that, following their example, 1ghi perhaps
postpone the election on some pretext. But thensfieway in
which electoral rolls were being prepared by thesckbn
Commission and the whole programme of election Wwasg
formulated, convinced them that | was determinesitamit myself
to the will of the people. It was only thus thatduld prove the
Constitution was a real and dynamic institution amad a fake
document devised to suit my personal ends. It waseaple’'s
institution designed to serve the people’s ends.

| had a fair idea of the strength of the oppositi@mumber of
elements were unhappy with the reforms | had intced. Certain
religious groups were making a song and dance aheuFamily
Laws Ordinance. Those who had suffered as a resuheofand
reforms and lost authority were finding it difficutb adjust
themselves to the changed conditions. Then thereawatement in
East Pakistan which wanted a weak and ineffectivereeits aim
was to work up hatred against the central governmedt\&est
Pakistan and thus undermine the solidarity of thentry. | also
knew that the opposition would lose no opportunitpptame me
personally for all acts of omission and commissioajanor minor,
of the Administration. They would hold me responsifdr what a
foot-constable might have done in a remote village derk in the
court of some magistrate. Since the rule of law natsa part of
their life, they would tend to attribute everything to an irgial.

In September 1964 the Combined Opposition Parti€3P)C
agreed to nominate Miss Fatima Jinnah as their candidatie
office of President. Now Miss Jinnah had nothing in g@n with
the various opposition parties yet she did not hesitatome into
the field, having obtained from them a unanimous géedf
support. To me, her acceptance of the Oppositiar ditl not come
as a surprise. Since the entire Opposition campaagtawbe based
on emotionalism, her choice seemed logical: she wasdtesx ef
the Quaid-e-Azam and she was bound to attract comadibier
attention for sentimental reasons, if for nothing el3de
Opposition also knew that after she had served thepgse they
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could easily get rid of her. In this they might hdeen mistaken,
but it was their calculation at the time.

| do not know what considerations weighed with Migmah.
She was leading a solitary life and had showrlittterest in politics
except for issuing periodical statements to thes®men days of
national importance. Since the death of the Quaid-@m she had
maintained a consistent posture of opposition anticism
towards every government. Even during the daysiauat Ali
Khan she was running an opposition of her own, nevssing an
opportunity of creating a sense of depression #@tteds among the
people and undermining their confidence in the govent of the
day. In her seclusion and under the protectiom®itemory of the
Quaid-e-Azam, she set herself up as an arbitemandntor. When
Martial Law was promulgated she welcomed the chdngesoon
after reverted to her customary role. On one oocaswrote to her
that she might acquaint herself with the full faoftsgovernment
policies before pronouncing judgement on them.irikttshe never
forgave me for offering this advice.

Miss Jinnah might have reckoned that there wasoal gieal
more opposition to me in the country than therdyeaas, and that
with the support of the old guard she would geheoposition where
she longed to be. In one respect | was happy deyutomination.
The Opposition had brought into the field the spest possible
rival that they could find. The elections wouldwell contested and
would establish the validity of my thesis based reason and
pragmatism against the Opposition’s claim on pésmentiment
and emotion.

The nomination of Presidential candidates was ancexl
before the people chose their representatives Her Electoral
College. Every adult member of society knew that ®Basic
Democrat whom he elected would be called uponoosé the future
President of Pakistan. Under the Electoral Colkgfepassed on 17
April 1964, each of the two Provinces was dividetbi40,000
territorial units and each one of these units veasléct one Basic
Democrat to form the Electoral College for the a#fiof President
and for the members of the National and Provincedislatures.
The Election Commission defined these units, ‘hgviagard to
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territorial unity, distribution of population anddministrative
convenience’. The average population for each woiked out at
1,073 persons on the basis of nearly 45 milliomsteged voters out
of a total population of no million. The work ofldeitation and the
settlement of objections was completed by 25 JAB4]1 and details
of electoral units were published, along with thaitwise
registration of voters, by the middle of Augustlafge number of
polling officers were required; they were drawnnfrehe ranks of
government officials, doctors, and teachers.

These elections to the positions of Basic Demogatserated
far greater interest than the previous ones heltOs0. Everyone
knew that the results would ultimately determine thattern of
democracy in the country. In East Pakistan mora th@0,000
persons contested the elections. In West Pakistan ©28,000
persons filed nomination papers in 44 districtsyoBly and large,
the elections proceeded smoothly though there \weidents of
violence at some of the polling stations. A majoof the people
elected as Basic Democrats belonged to the 30-d@m@yp. In East
Pakistan more than 54 per cent of the elected membere
educated up to the secondary standard; in Wesstaak21 per cent
of the elected members had received secondary &olueand over
27 per cent had received primary education. Thesmeptages were
higher than the provincial average of education.

None of the political parties was organized enotmlissue
party tickets for elections to 80,000 seats. Thed3fion took
advantage of this situation and claimed any candidéo had any
prospect of winning as their candidate. The eftdé¢his was that a
most amusing situation developed after the resfiledections were
announced during October and November 1964 intbdrovinces:
every political party claimed to have won nearlythe seats. To
support their claim they all started releasinglwttheir candidates.
It was not surprising that most of the names weraroon to all the
lists.

Miss Jinnah launched her presidential election campaitire
third week of October well before the election of thasis
Democrats. She started from Karachi. In the veryt fosblic
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meeting she revealed her full hand: there would be fusharred.
Cool reasoning and argument were to have little plaeegstgoing

to be emotionalism all the way. She attracted a huge cciiow
Karachi and there was a great deal of table-thumping and
slogan-mongering.

| had a meeting with some of my political asso@dtereview
the results of her first public meeting. They lodldepressed and
worried. Their main concern was that the kind d¢éak she had
launched would be difficult to meet because sheaftas all an old
lady and widely respected as sister of the Quatd-am. | told
them that she had to be treated as a presidergiadidate—a
rival—and that we had to fight her all the way,ugb decency and
decorum must be maintained, regardless of thetastiich she and
her associates might adopt. | also told them timatsize of crowds
should not cause any concern; the people were gavanfirst-ever
general elections and they must meet and heartbetbandidates.
The administration was firmly told not to interfeweith Miss
Jinnah’s meetings in any way and to provide hehlt facilities.
She was given special consideration in the mattdravel and
accommodation throughout the country.

There was a suggestion that | should follow hemfygace to
place. | decided against this because | thoughe#tings were held
in the same town on the same day or on consecddys it would
inevitably lead to some clash among the suppor&@e should
have the first round in each Province. Let het isnplete her tour
of West Pakistan, and after she had gone to E&s$t®a | should
begin my campaign.

So Miss Jinnah travelled the whole of West Pakistan
addressing public meetings in Karachi, Peshawaryafandi,
Lahore, and a number of other major towns. Her thevas the
same everywhere: the country had gone to the diogse had been
no development; there was no liberty, no freedomspéech;
government had no external or internal policy; bvaadictator who
tolerated no opposition; and so on and so forth.caime out strongly
in support of the old politicians, forgetting thahen they were in
office she used to be their bitterest critic. Slosvrclaimed that
everything that had been done was either comphatétitiated by
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the politicians. The Revolution was a big hoax bwds responsible
for all the misdeeds of the politicians. | was ¢arh from her that
cabinets had been made and unmade at my behetsgviérg Prime
Minister and Governor-General had acted under naerst The
newspapers splashed her speeches on the front page®oon the
whole country was in the grip of the presidentlatton.

| opened my campaign with a public meeting in Peshal
talked mainly of the improvements that had takeacelsince the
Revolution. It was an oppressive afternoon and gelarowd had
turned up. The Muslim League volunteer corps wiasrganized
and there was constant pushing and pulling in tbed. Suddenly |
saw an old man squatting in the front row with gecan his hand,;
inside the cage was a quail. In Peshawar quaitdigire very
popular and it is common knowledge that a certgpe tof qualil,
however well you might nourish and look after hdaserts the field
as soon as he sees his adversary. | pointed towsrdsige and said
that these COP leaders were no better than ‘rury-ajuails’; in
their whole political life none of them had eveaystd the course.
This caused much amusement and the label ‘run-gways’ stuck
to the Opposition for the rest of the campaignvdided direct
personal references, hoping to keep the campaign dignified
level.

After Peshawar, | addressed a large public meetng
Rawalpindi. It was here that some of the Opposiipaakers had
indulged in downright slander and vilification, nonly of the
government but of myself personally. | think the n@mned
Opposition Parties wanted the whole campaign t@degte into a
vulgar exercise in mud-slinging. | was determined to let this
happen. | knew | would have to tell some home gatfout my rival,
but she must be shown the respect to which shemtdked.

From Rawalpindi | travelled by road to Lahore, ading a
number of wayside meetings. | have never pretetmbd an orator
and it took me a little time to improve the fluenmymy Urdu. By
the time | reached Lahore | found that | could &p&a hours
without having to refer to notes. This helped medtablish direct
communication with the audience. The Lahore meetiag held in
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Mochi Gate—the famous political battleground. Itsvgatremendous
audience full of enthusiasm. We had arranged te hdew poets and
some local speakers to initiate the proceedinggheutrowd was not
prepared to listen to any onetbém. They had come to hear me and
wanted no poets, nor professional orators. As | cameo the
rostrum the whole chaotic scene turned dramatically @&to
well-organized meeting. | spoke at length and explaitiesl
philosophy of the reforms and the Constitution in @an
straightforward language. That evening | felt thatWhest Pakistan
battle had been won.

In the meantime, Miss Jinnah was having the run of East
Pakistan. News of her meetings was creating quiten@nession.
While she scored some gains in East Pakistan, shéralgght to the
surface serious inner rivalries and tensions in t@® (articularly
between the National Awami Party and the Awami Lea@ue of
the Awami League leaders had appointed himself Missabis
impresario, causing disappointment to leaders of qtadies. And
the rough and summary manner in which Miss Jinnah vediséd
to treat her own workers was beginning to make theomder
whether they had been wise in nominating her.

The COP received a blow in the death of Khawaja Nadohm
in the midst of the campaign. He was a veteran paliteader and
his presence lent considerable weight to the opposhifnse still,
Miss Jinnah left East Pakistan without waiting to attendwdgja
Nazi-muddin’s funeral. | was in Sukkur that evening. pgssed a
resolution of condolence on Khawaja Nazimuddin’s death

The COP had adopted a g-point programme. Nothing edpose
them more than the contents of this programme. Witbustomary
shrewdness Chaudhri Mohammad Ali of the Nizam-e-Islam
Party, ,who had been given the responsibility of drgftthe
programme, produced an ignoble bundle of compromisssping
the language deliberately vague to accommodate adkilple
interpretations. When the programme was announceNakienal
Awami Party, an avowedly leftist organization, foundelits
supporting a theocratic philosophy. All issues of fundatade
importance were avoided. The programme gave no inaticat the
policy of the Opposition in foreign affairs. Nor didekplain what
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pattern of political relationship between East and VWedtistan
was envisaged. Did the Opposition support One Unit oit d&vour
the disintegration of West Pakistan? Was the Opposittmd the
system of Basic Democracies or opposed to it ? Ngthiais clear
and people started asking ‘What does COP standlfodtie of my
meetings | suggested that the COP stood for the ‘Cuftosfer’.
They had nothing in common with each other except the targe
grab power at all costs, and were like so many witd wath their
tails tied together.

Now from our side we had provided all facilities tbe
Opposition to hold their meetings in an orderly @edceful manner.
They, on the other hand, were attempting to distoybmeetings. It
was announced that some of the Awami League lehdergiven a
pledge to COP that they would not let me hold anlylic meeting
in East Pakistan. The Awami League, more than amgrgolitical
party in the opposition, wanted to create a sitmatif disorder and
chaos in which the elections could not be held alémughs in some
districts had been organized into a volunteer carps they were
going about intimidating the voters. The Awami Leagwas
fanning provincialism in East Pakistan and muchheir political
energy seemed directed towards creating distrushatred of West
Pakistan.

My own political party, which was working on a ratal basis
for a positive programme, was feeling distressedhatturn of
events. We could not adopt agitational tacticaneet hatred with
hatred.

In East Pakistan | opened my campaign with a megatin
Dacca. The venue was Paltan Maidan, which is adanas
Lahore’s Mochi Gate. The Opposition had apparepthced a
number of people in the audience with the objedisfurbing the
proceedings, but they found themselves badly outeued. The
place was overflowing with people and | receivgehtient hearing.
I was convinced that whatever might be the stratefythe
Opposition, the people at large were deeply intetesin
acquainting themselves, at first hand, with thetjgal philosophy
and programme of both sides.
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| toured the whole of East Pakistan addressing largeds,o
the biggest meeting was in Rangpur. All around me avasritable
ocean of humanity. In the countryside, wherever hiwé could
point out signs of prosperity for the people to $ee@ads had been
built where there used to be cart-tracks, jungléssited with wild
animals had been cleared and irrigation facilities predidPeople
had got electricity, better communications, and bettarketing
facilities. Their health had improved and they haddrdtiod and
clothing. Innumerable projects of immediate benefit® people
had been completed under the Rural Works ProgrammeseThe
were solid achievements of the regime which no amount of
Opposition propaganda could belittle.

By the end of the first phase of the campaign,inkH had
managed to put across to the people my basic tlgnkiithout unity
between the two Provinces the country could noviger their
security and future depended on working togethexals vital for
the country to have a strong centre to co-ordipaleies and to
provide national guidelines. If the centre was vessdd, the
Provinces would fall apart and disintegrate. Sexears of stability
had resulted in phenomenal progress in all splegide. Whatever
assistance we had received had been put to goodPakistan was
regarded in the world as a model of developmeng. griestige of the
country had risen. We had succeeded in normaliairgrelations
with our big neighbours.

In the meantime, results of the elections of thesiBa
Democrats had been announced and Miss Jinnah oodemother
round of West Pakistan. She was running into diffies with her
associates but her whole approach was now basedrausing
provincial and sectarian feelings. Wherever shetwbe talked in
terms of local grievances, ignoring the nationaispective. The
original curiosity of the people was also beginniagvane. It was
pathetic to see her being driven from place to eplag the COP
leaders. They kept telling her that the whole couwas behind her
and that the Basic Democrats, who had been elealiedelonged
to the Opposition.

| issued my Election Manifesto in which | set owt beliefs and
my political programme. The Manifesto covered apects of
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national life and gave a clear picture of my thinking andplans.
The Opposition termed the Manifesto an election stuntiglihot
seem to specify any particular faults in it.

The elections were scheduled to be held some tinidarch
1965. The Opposition demanded that they shouldebe darlier.
They thought that if there was a gap of three arr fmonths
between the election of the Basic Democrats and giveeral
elections, the administration might try to influertbe voters. | took
the Opposition at their word and advanced the diatke elections
by nearly three months. This took them completgigilrprise and
caused considerable disarray in their ranks.

The presidential election campaign now entereéingd phase,
when the candidates had to meet their elector8alsee Democrats.
These confrontation meetings were organized by Htection
Commission and presided over by a Judge of the Bigltt. It was
in these meetings that the voters came in directaod with the
candidates. The procedure was that the candidatédwoake his
opening statement and this would be followed bystjaas from
the voters. It was in these meetings that Missahrdlisplayed the
full range of her ignorance of national affairs:sipite of rigorous
coaching and prompting by her associates, she caudtly find a
precise answer to any question. The argument Inadlyfireached
the plane of reason and knowledge.

From Khyber to Cox’s Bazar, people became intensely
involved in the process of election. In every htwode there was
only one subject of conversation and that was tresigential
elections. The Press was divided into two distoategories: one
for the COP nominee and the other for the nomiri¢beoPakistan
Muslim League. The election issues were discussédtlarashed
out and, by and large, people knew what each catelgtood for.

The Awami League made one last bid to disrupt thetiens.
Their volunteers approached individual Basic Deratscand tried to
threaten and frighten them. Miss Jinnah by thensagsng in effect
that if there was going to be chaos in the coufdtyhere be chaos.

v

Polling commenced at 8 o’clock in the morning odaduary
1965, throughout the country. The first resultgtseth coming in
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towards midday. The Election Commission had arrangedhie
results to be announced over Radio Pakistan as theyreeeived
from each polling station. By about 4 p.m. the trehpublic opinion
had become evident: Miss Jinnah was losing almost ehengnvThe
Opposition strongholds in principal towns of the countvgre
faling one by one. Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshahi, Sylhe
Hyderabad, Peshawar, Lahore, all returned a verdainst her.
The only towns in which she got a majority were Dacthl@arachi.
In West Pakistan | gained a substantial lead irdisllsions and
districts except Karachi. In East Pakistan | gained goniba in
thirteen districts out of seventeen. The number of svatast
represented 99-62 per cent of the total electorate emdield up with
a 63 per cent majority against Miss Jinnah’s 36 per cent.

The nation had given a clear and final verdict ¢ t
Constitution. Never before in the history of theietyy had general
elections been held. The interest and responsheopéople was
most gratifying. The country had chosen stabiligaiast chaos,
security against disintegration, progress agatagnstion.

Miss Jinnah'’s election strategy had been well-pdaihthink some of
the elements in it were provided by her associateswere old hands at the
game. She knew that her main appeal was her nethijp with the
Quaid-e-Azam. She therefore thought that she shfighd the entire
campaign on the emotional plane. Her effort somediseemed to be to
malign me personally and to present things outooftext. She showed
prodigious energy and went through a gruelling caigm no mean
achievement for a septuagenarian, and | give Hemfarks for that. |
think she made a mistake in overestimating heropaisappeal. People
soon realized that she deserved all respect argidswation as the sister
of the Quaid-e-Azam, but that did not necessarigamthat she could
serve the people as their President. The final wate between prejudice
and reality and, | think, reality gained the edge.

| thanked the people who had supported me andtladse who had
differed with me: they too had served the causieafocracy. | wanted the
moment of vindication to become a symbol of lastimify. No trace of
malice or of regret should inhibit anyone from fefjog in the glory of the
people. | appealed to the nation to work for tHélfaent of the ideology
of Pakistan. ‘Together let us build, together lstaccomplish; so that
Pakistan shall endure and prosper.’

Pakistan Paindabad



