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In the first half of the 20th Century, two great mdllama
Mohammad Igbal and Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinfied
the political stage of India with their powerfulrpenalities. Both
were great leaders and actuated by the highestvaesotn their
political activities. The purpose of this papertasidentify their
role in the Pakistan Movement.

There are a number of features, which are commoboth
Igbal and Jinnah. They had common Muslim originttBaent to
England for higher studies. Both were called to Bar at
Lincoln’s Inn and returned to British India. Witthe brief
exception of Igbal, teaching Philosophy at Govemim@ollege
Lahore and Jinnah working as Magistrate, both weeeted to
Legislative Assemblies and both became convinced thef
indispensability of a separate Muslim sovereigigpal formulated and
Jinnah executed Igbal’s vision about the destinyMos$lim India.

Despite these similarities, Jinnah and Igbal alstered on
various political issues like Simon Commission a8dparate
Electorate for some time. When under the Delhi Mu$troposals
of March 1927, the Quaid decided to discard sepagbdctorates
for the Muslims for the sake of Hindu-Muslim unitgpal differed
and joined the Shafi Muslim League. Later in thary&8327, when
Simon came to British India to meet the Indian tdi leaders for
the sake of preparing draft of next reforms, Jinbaycotted on the
plea that it was an all-white Commission and noidndwas
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included in it. But Igbal decided to cooperate w&imon for the
sake of pleading the cause of separate electorBtes.difference
in politics came to an end in February 1930, whanah League
and Shafi League joined and All India Muslim LeagédML)
once again emerged as a united Muslim politicatypds a follow
up of this, Igbal and Jinnah again came to adoptnson political
approach for the future of Muslim India. Thus it svaith the
approval of Jinnah as President of AIML, that Igpedsided over
its Allahabad session in December 1930.

Igbal was a reflective, pensive, and introspecpeesonality,
sensitive to its social, cultural, economic and itpall
environment. He saw the suffering, degradation dativation of
his fellow men, internalising the anguish of themauity he most
identified with! Igbal used the medium of poetry as well as prose
to convey his message. His earliest poetry shovep deuman
concern. On the other hand, Jinnah a reservedarsthyntroverted
but strong personality, determined to succeéd. Jinnah himself
said failure was a word unknown to him. M.H. Saigescribed
Jinnah as a resolute, independent, capable ofrgelhardships and
confident of his own abilities, a man who would sug a goal if he
himself considered it worthwhile though others nighnd it
farfetched®

Igbal’s family background was rather humble. Hardrky
frugality and the generosity of his elder brothaidpfor Igbal’s
education. But Jinnah belonged to a merchant fangly enough
to send young Mohammad Ali to England and to cet¢ast one
Englishman as a friend of his fatHer.

Now we will see how splendid it was that Quaid-ia&z and
Allama Igbal were ardent lovers of the Prophet Muhwd
(PBUH). The Quaid-i-Azam once said that he joineel tincoln’s
Inn because on the main entrance of that instiiutie name of the
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Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) was included among the samfe
great law-givers of the world.Similarly Igbal also had deep
attachment with Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) as is ctdbk from
the following verse:

If you go deep into the meaning of my verse,

If you have the eyes of Siddique

The strength of our heart and soul is our PropRBtJH)

To us our Prophet (PBUH) is dearer than God.

The greatness of their achievement can be betiéred only
when the social, economic, political and culturahditions of the
time in which they lived are kept in our mind.

Igbal had to fight on many fronts — the Britishethlindus
and the Nationalist Muslims. Through his poetryeesghes and
writings he impressed upon the Muslims of Britisldi& that their
salvation was not in united India. They must hakeirt own
separate homeland. In this, he had to incur theeisure of many
in the beginning.

Both Quaid-i-Azam and Igbal had their political gasion.
They stood like a rock against all odds. They wdre true
emblems of the qualities dMard-i-Muminas described by Igbal in
these lines:

In the company of friend$V{o’'min) is as soft as silk
If there is a fight between truth and falsehoodshes hard as iroh.
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Their love for truth, their fearlessness and derotto the
Holy Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) go a long way to m#iem
successful in their fight for Pakistan. In suboedé politics, a
political career is neither a matter of choice rorspecified,
specialized pursuit. Generally political inputs aestricted and
most collective endeavours come under political ulegpn.
Consequently, the politics that is open to thegadbus population
is usually agitational since ultimate decision-nmgkand allocation
of resources are not related to popular endorsen@mly those
who have independent means or are willing to putwifh
financial or vocational deprivation have the oppoity to play
any political role®

Igbal’s participation in politics was, as compatedlinnah, of
a short duration. It was mainly confined to thevimoe of the
Punjab. His political career started in 1926 withowing
willingness to be a candidate for the Punjab Latjigé Council.
He successfully contested the provincial electiod served for a
period of three years. Thereafter and to the enisfife, he was
mainly involved with the affairs of the Punjab Pirasial Muslim
League and extremely concerned with the futurehef Muslims
India® It was during this period that he delivered hissidential
address at the All India Muslim League Allahabadsgm in
December 1930; participated as a Muslim delegatiensecond
and third Round Table Conferences, in London (133jl-and;
wrote his famous political letters to Jinnah (1%86:°

Jinnah’s political career spans almost half a agritubetween
1897, when he first participated in the politicedd 948 when he
died as the Governor-General of Pakistan. From 18%de end of
the British dominion, he was continuously electeeimber of the
Central Legislative Assembly with the exception tefo brief
intervals. During this period he occupied a veryrpinent position
on the central stage of Indian politics. His asstien with the All
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India Muslim League started somewhat late but ahbad begun
it became a lifelong commitment. It is as Presidenhe Muslim
League that Jinnah led the movement, which culrathah the
creation of Pakistatf

Igbal also entered politics, not for the lust ofwmeo and
position, but for establishing the right of selteknination of the
Indian Muslims and secure a homeland for them wttesg could
live honourably with their Islamic ways of life, ltwre and their
own heritagé? The basis for demanding Pakistan was not only the
fear of Hindus or merely economic emancipation Hutvas
demanded on ideological grounds, on the basis etwo-nation
theory. While delivering the historic President/didress at the
annual session of the All India Muslim League ir8Q9Igbal said:

We are a nation, with our own distinctive cultunedecivilization,

language, literature, art, architecture, senseabdiesand proportion,

legal laws and moral codes, custom, calendar, figistod tradition,

aptitudes and emotions; in short we have our owtinditive outlook
on life and of life. By all canons of internationEw we are a

nationl*

It is interesting to note that in the early partlodir lives both
Igbal and Jinnah were champions of Hindu-MuslimtyrBut both
were disillusioned by the sinister designs of Cesgrand Hindu
Mahasabha in India. In December 1928, when Jinsdeader of
Muslim League, suggested some amendments in theuNReport,
Congress leaders paid no attention to Jinnah’siddzerefore, the
Quaid chalked out his fourteen points by which bd heached a
point of no returt® Jamshed Nausherwaniji has thus reported
about the Quaid’s feelings:

One may say that Mr. Jinnah had no right to speeabkeahalf of the
Muslims, that he did not represent them. He was thedhand he
went back to his hotel. Next morning, Mr. Jinnaft i8alcutta by
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train and | went to see him off at the railway istat He was standing
at the door and he took my hand. He had tearssirey®s and said
Jamshed, this is the parting of the W%ﬁ/s.

Igbal had also visualized the parting of the wads.early as
1909, in his letter to Ghulam Qadir Farrukh of Atsair, he
rejected the idea of Hindu-Muslim unity. In 1927 WMana Qarshi
wanted Muslims to join hands with Hindus againg British in
their own interest. Igbal wrote to him that Hindwsnted only
internal autonomy and they did not want the Britishquit India.
Igbal became more vocal for political safeguardhef Muslims of
India, in Allahabad address, he strongly advocattu
establishment of an autonomous State of North-WesWuslim
majority provinces:

I would like to see the Punjab, North-West Frontfeovince, Sind

and Baluchistan amalgamated into a single Staté-G®&ernment

within the British Empire or without the British Hine, the

formation of a consolidated North-West Indian Moslbtate appears

to meﬂto be the final destiny of the Muslims, asieof North-West-

India.

His interest in politics and demand for a sepafitde were
motivated by his inner commitment to his own idefds the
preservation of the cultural heritage of the Musais of the
subcontinent. By preaching and propagating thialjdee laid the
foundation of Pakistan. He wrote letters to Qua#dzam in which
the necessity of Pakistan was explained and peesuaich to fight
for the cause of the Muslims of British India. Tadstters written
during May 1936 and November 1937 were publishelb4? with
a foreword by the Quaid-i-Azam himself. This shovgbal's
invaluable commitment towards the making of Pakistim his
brief foreword the Quaid-i-Azam said:

| think these letters are of very great historidatportance,
particularly those which explain his views in cleard unambiguous
terms on the political future of Muslim Indt&.
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At the end, we will sum up that the philosopherimggand
encouraging, proposing and suggesting strategi#isetpolitician,
the politician with his finger on the pulse of thation, hesitating,
tempering and gradually incorporating the ideathefphilosopher
in his plan of action. Igbal had infused a senseepfarate destiny
in the Muslims of India and Jinnah actually led nthéo that
destination.

In the words of Professor Rushbrook Williams:

It is true that Igbal influenced the Quaid-i-Azabut it is also true
that the Quaid-i-Azam and his great nation-buildivayk exercised a
profound influence upon Igbal, and illuminated thet years of his

life with a new hopel.9
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