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Dr. Lawrence Ziring, a well-known American Professor of
Political Science, is considered an authority on the political history of
Pakistan. Generally speaking all of his books on Pakistan are a
significant record of Pakistan’s political history. But his present work
under review is most important in the sense that in one single volume
Ziring has not only covered fifty years ot Pakistan's politics but also
briefly surveyed the Pakistan movement under Quaid-i-Azam's
dynamic leadership. The themes that he has selected for describing
Pakistan's political history are interesting and show interpretative
method of describing history. Different chapters of this book are
entitled as: Before the Beginning, Formation of Pakistan, Agony of
Partition, Pitfalls of Constitution-making, Failure of Conventional
Politics, Coming of Martial Law, Ayub Khan Era, Dismemberment of
Pakistan, Bhutto Legacy, Zia-ul-Haq Decade, Democracy Revisited,
End and the Beginning and lastly the Scanning of History.

One may disagree with Prof. Ziring's interpretations but no one
cannot deny the indepth study. The independence of his approach also
presents a longer view of history, providing the reader with a lot of
data in as short words as are appropriately possible. Some of his
presentations and findings like his assessment of M.K. Gandhi and
Quaid-i-Azam M.A. Jinnah are quite revealing. He writes: "whereas
Gandhi had earlier caused Jinnah to retreat from the fray, the
circumstances surrounding the war in the subcontinent had evened the
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