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Abstract

Federally Administered Tribal Areas of Pakistan (FATA) has a
significant role in the internal and external policies of Pakistan.
These areas are consisted of seven political agencies and six tribal
pockets generally called as frontier regions (FRs). Although the
socio-cultural fabric of tribal areas is in closed proximity with the
other areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, yet the legal-administrative and
political status of the both is in sharp contrast. The affairs of the
former is administered by the Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR)
while the latter is being run by the regular laws, rules and regulations
as admissible in Pakistan. However, the dawn of the 2l1st century in
general and the tragic incident of 9/11 in particular have changed the
overall scenario of these areas. Under the circumstances, a
comprehensive reform agenda is required to be undertaken. Hence,
this academic investigation encompasses the viable options as the
future of the area. However, the proposed merger of FATA with the
adjacent province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has been keenly analyzed
to determine its viability. In that direction the historical as well as the
socio-cultural and demographic affinity of the tribal areas with the
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has been analytically evaluated.
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Source: Sadia Sulaiman and Syed Adnan Ali Shah Bukhari, Governance Reforms
in FATA: A People's Perspective (Islamabad: FATA Research Centre,
2016), p. 63.
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